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~ ADVERTISEMENT. 
. a 
2 IT is entreated as a favour, that before any 
s conclufion is drawn refpecting the princi- 
= ples or the motives which decided the 
ms author of the following pages to deliver 
his fentiments and ftatement of fas to 
the world, at this eventful moment, that 
the whole may be attentively read, and 
«> impartially confidered. It is his with to 
: avoid being mifunderftood or mifrepre- 
cc fented ; and where his feverity has been 
= provoked by the fact, he trufts it will be 
pardoned in confideration of the motive. 
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PREFACE, 


ADDRESSED TO MY DAUGHTER. 


UNDERSTAND it to be an invariable rule 
with mercantile men, before they retire from 
bufinefs, to wind up their accounts with the 
world, that nothing may break in upon their 
quiet, after they have exchanged trade, and the 
Royal Exchange, for lawns, fith-ponds, and fer- 
pentine walks; having never made a trade of 
fcribbling, or of patriotif{m ; having never offer- 
ed my pen to fale, either to minifters or to their 
opponents, or pretended a regard for the freedom 
and happinefs of mankind which I did not fin- 
cerely wifh them to enjoy; as I never engaged 
in any caufe but from the fulleft conviction of 
its juftice, [ have no great account to fettle with 
the world—I owe nothing more to mankind than 
that urbanity which they reciprocally owe to each 
other, and which I am ready to pay in much 
larger proportions than J have of late been accuf= 
tomed to receive; yet, little as the account is, 
it is juft that it fhould be fettled before I feek, 
a im 
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>in the more rational charms of retirement, that 
enjoyment which the riot of public affairs, and 
the ruinous diffipations of the age, peremptorily 
refufe to thofe who engage in them. As you 
have ever been the object of my fondeft folici- 
tude (and it is at once my confolation and my 
boaft, that my folicitude has been fo worthily 
beftowed) ; as you have been the conftant and 
affectionate companion of my fortunes; as we 
have rambled together over a confiderable part 
of Europe, and been joint. fpectators of thofe 
vaft and aitonifhing changes which have defaced 
thofe countries moft, in which we enjoyed the 
moft felicity, I feel a kind of melancholy plea- 
{ure in bringing back to your remembrance the 
recolleGtion of paft and happier times! You 
well know, that*the fociety of a well-feleGted 
few has ever had a decided preference in my 
eiiimation to that of the many, and that a refi- 
dence in the country has ever been the favourite 
with of my heart. Far from being an old man, 
and with a fufficient flow of animal fpirits to 
. enable me to engage in the tumultuous {cenes of 
fafhionable pleafures, I prefer even folitude to a 
crowd, and have long cherifhed the idea of a re- 
treat from its bufile. ‘Thirteen years are elapfed 
fince I formed and realized the fame project ; 
but it was my misfortune, perhaps yours, for our 
fortunes cling together, to felect for my refi- 
: dence 
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dence the dominions of a prince, whofe vexa- 
tions were as injudicious in point of time, as 
they were certainly iniquitous in point of equity 
and right.—I do not with to fpeak with afperity 
of crowned heads; on the contrary, it is very 
much my with to refpect them ; but this can no 


Jonger be done than while they refpect them- 
felves, 


To talk of homage to crowns and coronets, 
when they only decorate ‘crimes or imbcecility, 
is an affront to the underftanding, and implies 
great ignorance or greater fervility. -INly loyalty 
is not of that ftamp.—It is limited like my faith, 
and reafon muft-mark the. boundary : the only 
boundary that fecures us from the inroads. a 
civil or ecclefiaftical begels 


_ The precipitate and ill-advifed meafures of 
. Jofeph the Second could not fail rendering the 
Revolution in America an interefting and in- 
fiructive leffon to his diffatisfied fubjects, and 
on our arrival in the Low Countries, in January 
1783, I found it had already become an object 
of ftudy, as well as admiration, and very likely 
to become an example of fuccefsful imitation in 
the Netherlands, if the Emperor, blind to his 
own intereft, perfevered in vexing the people 
with experiments which varied on the arrival of 

a2 each. 
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each courier from Vienna, * and which deprived 
them of all hope of refpite from the wild vaga- 
ries of a mind diftempered beyond the lunacy of 
Bedlam. Experiments in government are at 
all times extremely hazardous, and require 
not only a perfect knowledge of human na- 
ture, and of the various complicated interefts, 
that are knit and interwoven in the very 
frame and texture of civil fociety, but a well 
digefted knowledge of its relative ‘interefis, 
and the whole minutiz of its intercourfe with 
foreign nations, tonduéted with great difcretion, 


* Many a morning was confumed during the whole period 
ofa reign, ftfort, melancholy, and inglorious, in writing edicts, 
many of which never came into exiftence or even reached the 
knowledge of a third perfon. The fketching of ordinances and 
segulations for every department in his widely extended domi- 
nions, occupied no inconfiderable portion of Imperial time.--- 
No clerk in office could have laboured more affiduoufly at his 
defk, than the emperor at his table. Sometimes in his palace, 
fometimes at General, Lacy’s, where he was accuftomed to go, 
and whom he principally confulted. Ifa ftranger had entered 
the apartment, it would have been the General to whom they 
would have refpeétfully bowed, as the fovereign of a great 
empire. Indolently reclining in an eafy chair, with his two 
feet thruft almoft: into. the fire, this veteran occupied one fide of 
the table while his royal mafter, with indefatigable induftry, 
fcribbled ediéts at the other. Thefe were inftantly fubmitted 
to the infpection of the General, and many of them without 
ceremony, and without faying a word, were almoft as inftantly 
deftroyed.---It would have been fortunate for the fovereign and 
ahe people, perbaps, if the whole had been thrown into the 
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and arifing from the circumftances of the mo« 
ment, rather than from a wanton and childifh 
impatience to exercife a power delegated for 
purpofes very different, than to enable the poffef- 
for to make baubles and playthings of mens’ 
patience, interefts, and happinets. 


Amidft the many errors of a brain diforga- 
nifed by the multitude of its projects, the moft fa- 
tal to the credit of the Emperor’s underfianding, 
was that. of expecting a tree to bear fruit before 
it was planted, and to this fatal error may be at- 
tributed all the devaftations with which a coun- 
try, for the moft part a garden in appearance, 
and in fact, an unexplored mine, has unhappily 
been afflicted. As I forefaw, fo it has happened, 
and if my correfpondence has been thought 
worth preferving by thofe who folicited it, and 
who were bound by their fituations, as well as 
from the circumftance of having requefied it, to 
have refpected it, they will find it predicted in 
the fummer of 1787, that the Aufirian Nether- 
lands and Principality of Liege would ultinately 
fall under the dominion of France; that the Britifh 
Channel, in the event of fuch a revolution, 
would lofe its name; that the enemy, pofjeffed 
of Breft at the weft end, and of the Scheldt 
ut the eaft end, the moft ferious confequences would 
inevitably follow from fuch an extent of fea coaft, 
and the acguifition of fo rich a territory, and of fo 


much 


( vi ) 
much population to the maritime force and trade of 
Great Britain.” It was at that epocha that Tf 
conceived the project of preventing fo greata 
calamity by giving independence to the Leigé 
Country, and the Auftrian Netherlands, without 
the intervention of France, from a conviction » 
that as fuch an event was more than probable it 
was the intereft ‘of Great Britain, that they 
fhould owe their emancipation to her generous 
interference, rather than to the intrigues of the 
Court of Verfailles. A very favourable oppor- 
tunity prefents itfelf in the Autumn of the very 
year that I took the liberty to fuggeft it; but a 
much better occafion arofe from the events that 
took place in the winter of: 1789, when this 
great change might have been .accomplifhed 
without the effufion of blood, and this country 
have been benefited by a meafure which, under 
the circumftances that have fince produced it, 
may become altogether as mifchievous, as in the 
former inftance it would have been advanta- 
geous. The neighbourhood of five millions of 
people, induftrious and rich in refources, renders 
their friendfhip or enmity an objeét of impor-. 
tance. The former was offered to usin 1790. * 
The policy of our Court thought: prudent te 
reject it, and I am much afraid that it did not fuf- 


* Vide Appendix. A, 


- : ficiently 
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ficiently deliberate on the confequences of refuf- 
ing it, at a moment when a powerful rival was 
a candidate for the fame diftinétion, and under 
circumftances that fhould have awakened us to 
reflection. This friendfhip, prodigally offered to 
us, has fince been given to the nation with which 
we are at war, and who were ftrenuous fuitors 
at the above period for the union which we 
fpurned. Time will prove how far that policy 
. was founded in wifdom or in indifcretion. Iappeal 
to the acknowledged candor of a nobleman (de- 
fervedly beloved by all thofe who ‘have the fe- 
licity of his acquaintance, for the urbanity of 
his manners) to do juftice to the well-intention- 
ed zeal with which I fupported the meafure, I 
was authorifed to propole early in February 
1790, when I entered fully into the detail of the 
many political and commercial advantages likely 
to arife from declaring the independence of the 
Low Countries, and the Principality of Liege, 
under the guarantee of Great Britain, Pruffia, 
and Holland. It was through the channel of 
his department alone that the offer could with 
propricty be fubmitted to the Cabinet, and there 
my miffion ended. I truft it will not be deemed 
a breach of confidence, when I fiate that his 
Grace was decidedly of a very different opinion 
to the one IJ entertained at the time, and in which 
I have been confirmed by every fubfequent event 

that 
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that relates either to the Aufirian Netherlands, 
or to the war, which I am fully perfuaded would 
not have happened, if this country had cheerfully 
accelerated a meafure that was tendered to them 
for acceptance, and to which it will be compel- 
led to affent, for it has no longer an alternative. 
We fhall then, perhaps, be enabled to eftimate 
what we might have gained, by what we fhali 
moft probably lofe. The very fincere perfonal 
refpect that I have for the charaéter of the Duke. 
of Leeds will ever make me regret that I fhould 
have differed in opinion with his Grace, who 
thought that the Auftrian Netherlands ought not 
to be taken from under the dominions of the 
Emperor. But conneting my opinion (no other- 
wife important or worthy of notice) than as it is 
connected with the higher objects of national 
honour and profperity, I feet confoled for the 
difappointment, by the events that have fince 
juftified that opinion, and which events might 
have been forefeen and guarded againft. Con- 
necting the Revolution in the Low Countries 
with the happinefs and freedom of five millions 
ef people, whofe interefis and repofe ought cer- 
tainly to have counted for fometbing in the ca- 
binet of princes. } cannot but rejoice in their 
complete emaneipation from the tyranny of the 
Houfe of Aufiria, and the no lefs vexatious 
tyranny of the Imperial tribunals. 


If 
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If the Duke of Leeds fpoke the language of 
the Cabinet, when he honoured me with an in- 
terview, in 1790, I will take upon me to affirm, | 
from authentic papers in my poffeffion, that it 
was under a delufion, which has very materially 
and very deeply affected the power and com- 
mercial interefts of the country ; and this delu- 
fion is the more extraordinary, as the Minifter 
had been apprifed in time of the little depen- 
dence to be placed in the good faith of the 
King of Pruffia, or that of his minifters, who 
were neceffitous adventurers (parvenus), to the 
full as deftitute of principle as their mafter, 
and as venal as he was faithlefs. At this epoch 
(1790) it was the declared policy of this court 
that the Low Countries fhould be reftored to 
the Houfe of Auftria, and it was at this epoch 
that the King of Pruffia, that ftain and difhonour 
to royalty ! acting or pretending to actin concert 
with the Britifh Cabinet, was avowedly of a 
different opinion. 


He had been called upon, as one of the co- 
directors of the Circle of Weftphalia, to furnifh 
his quota of troops for the purpofe of enforcing 


a decree of Wetzlaar, * to which the Liegcois 
had 


* Tt will be neceffary to inform thofe who are not ac- 
quainted with the conftitutions of the Germanic Empire, that 


each Circle has three directors, to whom the Imperial Cham- 
b ber 
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had refufed obedience. In compliance with this 
requifition a Pruffian army entered Liege. The 
conduét of the Court of Berlin towards the 
people of that country, the perfidy of its fove- 
reign, and the venality of his minifters and 
agents in that tranfaction, I have in referve for 


ber at Wetzlaar, or the Aulic Council at Vienna, addrefs 

their requifition for troops, whenever it becomes neceflary to 
enforce, by military execution, an obedience to their decrees. 
After a revifion there is no appeal from either of thefe tribu- 
nals; and whenever prince or people are refractory an army 
is direéted to march and coerce them into fubmiffion, the 
whole expences of which are levied on the offending party, 
and in a manner to make them repent the confequences of 
their refiftance. It was for this purpofe that a body of Pruf- 
fians, under the command of General Schlieffen, and ftrong 
enough to controul thofe fent by the other directors with the 
fame intent, marched to Liege, and pretending to efpoufe the 
caufe of the revolters, delayed the execution of the decree 
until the political objects of the Court of Berlin were accom- 
plithed. I cannot immediately find the particular paper, re- 
{pecting the arrival of M. de Schlieffen at Liege from Maef- 
tricht, where a fractured leg had detained him; but I believe his 
army confifted of about feven thoufand men, who made a point. 
of treating with marked contempt the Palatine troops, and 

fhewing an abhorrence for the miffion on which they were 
jointly employed. They even allowed of hoftilities between 
thefe troops and the patriots of Liege without interfering, and 
partook of the triumphs of the latter. After this farce had 
been played as long as it fuited the convenience of his Pruffian 
Majefty, his army was ordered to withdraw, and the deluded 
people of Liege,-abandoned to their fate, were delivered over 
to their mercilefs perfecutors, to be a fecond time pillaged and 
fcourged for a refiftance founded in juftice. 


a future 
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a future day. Iwas on the fpot at the time, 
and from my intimacy with thofe who were 
the victims of his matchlefs duplicity, I had 
accefs to all the papers and voluminous cor- 
refpondence on that occafion, and can well 
appreciate the chara@ter of a man, whofe 
guilt and treachery, more than infernal, would 
make the devil change colour and appear 
white. Would to heaven that 1 could pu- 
nifh them as well! The approach of an army 
fo near to the frontiers of Brabant and France, 
excited alarm in the former, and jealoufy in 
the latter. The oftenfible reafon of its march 
Was in a great meafure contradicted by the 
protection publicly given by the Pruffian ge- 
neral and minifters to the offending party at 
Liege, and by the number of agents which the 
Court of Berlin employed at Bruxelles at the 
time. France could ill bear to fee the lady, 
whom fhe wooed with unremitting ardour, on 
the part of being wrefted from her by the in- 
trigues of a fovereign, with whom it would 
have been imprudent, at that time, to have 
quarrelled. ‘The French had recourfe to cabal, 
and all Bruxelles refounded with reports that 
the King of Pruffia had a defign upon the Low 
Countries, and meant to invade it. The known 
| projects of Van Eupen and Vandernoot gave 
credit to thefe reports, and they, in their turn, 
excited fuch clamours againft the French, that 

b 2 it 
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it became hazardous for them to fpeak on public 
affairs. Thofe who offered to ferve in the 
patriot army were refufed ; and in order to dif- 
credit the reports in circulation, to the difad- 
vantage of the Court of Berlin, the agents in 
Brabant and Flanders were authorized to con- 
tradi them in the fulleft manner.* 


I have rapidly retraced fome of thefe occur- 
rences which forced me from the tranquillity of 
retirement into the vortex of public affairs ; and 
$n tracing them the memory involuntarily mar- 
fhals into form the whole feries of events in 
chronological order which have marked the full 
period of our refidence on the continent, 


This is but a gloomy occupation for a mind 
Jike mine. It is little elfe than rambling among 
tomb-ftones, and reading of epitaphs; it is rov- _ 
ing through an immenfe and dreary cemetery of 
departed friends, whofe names ftrike inceffantly 7 
on. my bewildered fenfes, and fubftract much 
from the pleafures of exiftence ; of friends, my 
dear child, who. were once as we are, whofe 
wild but inoffenfive pranks ftand blazoned to 
my view, and whofe merry jefts, that fet the 
table in a roar, ftill vibrate on my deluded ear ; 
when we have furvived thofe with whom we 


* Vide B in the Appendix. 
1 have 
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have lived in the fondeft intercourfe of mutual 
affection, who have been the partners of our 
tranfports and of our forrows, whom we have 
felt torn from our affectionate embrace, and 
whofe full value can only be eftimated by their 
lofs ; it is then that life lofes one of its {trongeft 
attractions, and that the mind, in its direful 
conflid, with unavailing grief,- has full occafion 
for all its. vigour and exertion to fortify itfelf 
-againft defpondency. 


How hard is the lot of humanity! when 
our beft refuge from defpair, under the preffure 
of the fevereft and moft bitter of misfortunes, 
is that of ftating our mifery againft the mifery 
of others, in the poor *and,comfortlefs hope of 
finding our fum of, woe leis than that of our 
neighbours ! Combining what you know of my . 
tafte, habits, and inclinations, with all thefe 
mournful reflections, in which my mind, be- 
come the affaffin of its own tranquillity, de- 
lights to rove, you will not be furprifed at my 
impatience to quit the metropolis for the coun- 
try, and exchange activity for indolence. I 
want repofe, and I am the more defirous of the 
refpite I crave, not only for the purpofe of ar- 
ranging a voluminous correfpondence, but that 
whenever my refurre¢tion into political life may 
be neceffary, I may come forward, not only 
recruited with fpirits, but prudence, and appear 

; a new 
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a new man to thofe who thought the old one too 
warm and impetuous. — ; 


Whenever a man profits by what,he reads, 
he has no right to complain of the price of the 
book. The memoirs of Mr. Gibbon, fo dear 
to every body elfe, has been a very valuable 
purchafe to me. I am a greater gainer by it 
than even Lord Sheffield, who, converting his 
friend into a mint, has coined three thou- 
fand pounds from his drofs. The note at page 
104. vol. 1. was of more value to me than the 
whole‘ work. It completed the reformation TI 
had long propofed, by fhcwing me my own 
character moft accurately drawn. There is to 
be fure that in it which might make any man 
proud; but there is alfo that in ‘it which mut 
make every man blufh. The mirror {poke 
truth; and afhamed of my likenefs, I refolved 
to amend. It fhall, therefore, be my care 
to check the intemperance of a mind that has 
hitherto been too warm in the purfuit of right 
ever to think of expediency; I will profit by 
the fober council of thofe who really with well 
to me, and even profit by the malevolent im- 
pertinence of time-ferving writers, with names 
or without, who would praife me, with the 
fame facility that they have abufed me, if 
they were paid for it. I am aware of the re- 
proaches I may incur from, both thefe defcrip- _ 
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tions of writers by fpeaking on my own fubje& ; 
but the cuftom of the theatre authorifes the 
performer, on his taking leave of the ftage, to 
{peak his farewell, and in my cafe it is become 
neceffary to fay fomething in extenuation, at 
Jeaft, if not in vindication of that warmth 
which has occafionally marked my writings, 
and which has unfortunately been mifunder- 
fiood by fome, and as malicioufly reprefented 
by others. This is the account that I have to 
fettle with the world. When men are agreed 
as to the merit or demerit of others, the degree 
of admiration in which they hold the one, and 
of averfion in which they regard the latter, will 
depend, in a great meafure, on the force and 
vivacity of their imaginations. Men, whofe 
minds are firong and ardent, will naturally ex- 
prefs themfelves with warmth, and if the mat- 
ter appears to them enormous, with intempe- 
rance, in order to prevent the repetition of what 
they conceive to be crime, and crime, perhaps, 
of avery dangerous tendency. We are apt to 
exprefs as we fecl, and this applies no le(s to 
the man, whofe mind is cold and phlegmatic, 
than to the man who is animated and impatient. 
The one, conftitutionally indifferent to confe- 
quences, and regardlefs of pofterity, paffes a 
cold unimpreffive reproof that is more likely to 
encourage than to repretis the vice it condemns. 
Both extremes are bad, but furely the former 

has 
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has a claim to indulgence in eonfideration of 
the motive, and may.poffibly produce the de- 
- fired effect. It may put guilt to fhame, and 
prevent the repetition of crimes; but the latter 
never can. Ina word, I have, at all times, ex- 
prefied the abhorrence that I have really felt, 
and my conduét has correfponded with my 
profeffions. I have ever oppofed, with all the 
ardour peculiar to my character, the doétrine of 
equality in the perverted and impraCticable fenfe 
given to it by bad men for very bad purpofes ; 
T never was an advocaté for the promulgation of 
abfiract principles among a clafs of men, barely 
rational; and whofe intellects are not likely to 
be improved by education; for where the mind 
wants comprehenfion, culture is ufelefs; yet 
though it would be imprudent, and, perhaps, 
not very humane, to engage them in the invefti- 
gation of matters foreign ‘to their purfuits, arid 
certainly hoftile to their interefts and their hap- 
pinets, I cannot approve of that enormous dif- 
proportion between animals. of the fame fpe- 
cies; do not miftake me—!I do not wifh to fee 
the elephant defiroyed, becaufe he confumes more 
grafs than a fheep; but I will ever ftrenuoufly 
contend that the fheep has an equal right to 
graze with the elephant; and as the earth “is 
fpacious cnough to afford fufficient pafture for 
both, why abridge the latter of his little portion ? 


Tet the peer and the peafant vegetate and am- 
bulate 
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bulate this globe happily and cheerily together, 
let them refpect and not infult each other, policy 
as well as humanity dictates this language; for 
when men are made to feel a difference of con- 
dition they are apt to reafon on the caufe, fot 
with a yiew to acquiefcence, but to complaint 
and refiftance, befides where the difproportion* 
is in, the extreme, it engenders Vice 5 poverty is 
the parent of crime as well as of meannefs, and 
hunger will ever cancel the obligations of mora- 
lity: the laborious multitude are, par état, x- 
cluded from, partaking of thofe luxuries which 
grace the tables of the affluent, nor do they re- 
quire fuch expedients to fharpen their appetites; 
~ but though they cannot reach, and perhaps do 
not defire dainties, they fhould not be forced to 
feel too fenfibly the preffure of want, for it muft 
lead to confequences, againft which the wifdom 
of government cannot too cautioufly guard. Pea- 
fants are not over-gifted with capacities any more 
than they are with fortune. 


Beggars alike in intellect and purfe, 
Purblind they feek their homely, happy courie, - 
In rags and tatters, friendlefs and forlorn, 
Objects at times of pity and of fcorn; 
From their hard toil the ftate receives fupport, 
sind e’en its fafety in the laft refort ; 

= In peace or war, the peafant’s ample aid, 
In wealth or courage to the world’s difplay’d ; 


 * Vide C in the Appendix. 
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- ‘By them the whole, the vaft iebioe madves on; 
And as the father toil’d, fo toils the foA; 
Curfed with no forefight, fenfelefs of the paft, 
Unmoved they hear loud faétion’s impious blaft; 
+ Paffive and dull, fubmiffive to each law, 
_ And, yok’d like oxen to the team they draw. 


I do not pretend to be a poet, but I am apt te 
ramble, truant like, fometimes at the call of the 
mufes, and play at the foot of Parnaffus without 
daring to climb the hill. No great violence is 
neceflary to engage my mind from graver and 
more efiential purfuits.—I anticipate the fummons 
and obey it. There is certainly fomething very 
béwitching in poetry. There is a melody in 
meafured language that argues a correct ear. I 
ewould willingly perfuade myfelf that it argites 
a correét mind, and that.a love of verfe is necef- 
farily connected with a love of right; in my own 
inftance I know it is; and that the latter has ever 
been my ftimulus and guide in all the polli- 

tical tranfactions in which I have taken 
part; had the confiderations of felf-intereft in- 
fluenced me at any. period of. my life, it is fair 
to prefume that my: pen would-have :fetched as 
good a price in the market as that of others. | 
have feen.the prodigality of former times. I faw a 
man, whofe melancholy catafirophe forbids me 
to mention his name, placed by a corrupt. minif- 
ter at one of the revenue boards, for a_publica- 
tion, the object of which was to turn the argu- 
Kb ments 
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ments of oppofitiom into ridicule, by-anticipation; 
a pamphlet that evidently tended to lower the’ 
Jegiflature in the public opinion.. :If Lord North 
had. preferred the dignity and honor of 

Houfe of Commons~to the prefervation of his 
place, he would not have rewarded, but punith- 
ed the profligacy of the writer who had dared: to: 
infult the dignity of parliamentary: debate. A 
minifter’s favor upon fuch terms is: too extrava- 
gant for me to afpire to; it is a price that I can- 
not afford to give; it is a price to which no man 
will accede who knows the full value-of reputa- 
tion, and I have philofophy enough not to regret 
what cannot be obtained without a furrender of 
that which is dearer to me than any thing in the 
gift of the crown. Iam very far from infinuat- 
ing that the prefent minifter expects any fuch 
conceffion, nor do [I believe that he would be 
pleafed to fee that part of the Houfe of Com- 
mons which is the moft hoftile to him, filenced 
by means which have a tendency to leffen in 
the remoteft degree, that refpect which is due 
to the whole. I do not believe that Mr. Pitt 
wifhes to have the aid of ‘any writer by any other 
line or meafurement than that of the conftitu- 
tion, and his fpeech on the debate laft Novem- 
ber, tefpecting the: pamphlet of Mr. Reeves, is 
my voucher to the ‘world for the’ juftice of that 
opinion, even if I had no other evidence of the — 
fact; but I have heard him hold the fame lan- 
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guage, and profefsithe fame principles ‘in private. 
The two fecretaries of the treafury have) inva- 
_riably adhered ‘to the fame line of condudt'in the. - 
tore conferences that 'T have had with*them;: 
they have repeatedly declared «it ‘never was the: 
with of government, thatsany man fhould fap 
port its meéafiires bya {acrifice of principle, and'I 
have every reafon to believe, ftom thie general tenor 
_ of theircondud, as far as: T have: been a fpectator 
or concernéd; that the practice they have obferved; 
has correfporded with their profeffions. I am not 
afraid in making this declaration, of being te- 
proached with» a» fervility;.of! which,! it is well 
known, I-am incapable. !:My'zeal:in {apport ‘of 
Mr. Pitt’s ‘adminiftration «when he came: into 
office; arofe entirely from thé firong attachment 
1! felt ande‘ftill feel fori whatever is connected 
with the horiour,':profperity} and:.indeperidence 
of my country.’ My zeal arofe from a convic- 
tion of his fuperior talents»and imtegrity, «and 
that a permanent. adminifiration could. alone at — 
that epoch '(1784) faveothe.empire. We. were 
then at a diftance from.our native fhore, but 
diftant or, near, my country, you know, has ever 
been uppermoftin my)thoughts, and if Lhad en- 
tertained a different opinion of the minifter, I 
fhould, with thie fame ardor: and freedom, have 
declared againft him as‘ I-have declared for him. 
This may not perhaps be the language of a pru- 
’ dent man, yet I:feel it to be, that of an honelione, 
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and that contents me. When I could no lon- 
ger approve of his meafures I declined to fupport 
them, and fubfequent events have feparated us 
for ever.*. I have no favor to expect from’ Mr 
Pitt, I certainly will’ not: afk any; but as I am 
making up my account, not with the minifter, 
for that Has been clofed fince 1794, but with 
the world, it is a juftice duc to ‘the rectitude and 
magnanimity of Mr. Pitt to acknowledge that 
he difclaimed every with to be fupported but on 
conftitutional principles:.—On thefe principles 
alone T have fupported him’ with more warmth 
than difcretion I own, for among the many er- 
Fors of: my ‘life, and indeed’the principal’ one, 
is that, of my efpoufing with ardor whatever I 
undertake. , 


It is my misfortune to feél an intereft as great _ 
asif my life was at ftake in’ all queftions of mo- 
ynent to the gencral happinef of mankind, and un- 
der the dominion of a zeal which may have mif- 
led my judgment, I may as frequently have given 
offence ; ‘but as the offence is in the intention 
more than in the aét, I hope for the indulgence 
due to a mind very apt to take fire on beholding 
crime triumphant, and impatient when engaged 
in the purfuit of right. I-feel this apology due 
as an atonement for my warmth, where my 


* Vide D in the Appendix. 
warmth 


‘( teary) 

wartith has been imprudent or unjuft. | Ht ‘has 
ever been my opinion that whatever is. ferioufly 
mifchievous to the interefts of fociety, | ought. to 
be cenfured with the utmoft fexerity, and if I 
am wrong in this opinion, it is an error of the 
underftanding, and not of the heart, Although 
Vhave lived much and mixed much with man- 
kind—Although I have.received much the fame 
education; Iam inclined :to think. that I have 
drawn very different conelufions. from the. pre~ 
cepts adminiftered. to_us in early life, and that 
my principal error has been ‘‘ d’en_ ayoir. pris 
chaque article trop a Ja lettre.” | Experience has 
tanght me, that the profeffions of men are not 
to be conftrued, nor the productions of genius 
tranflated literally ; yet, though this latitude is 
perfectly juft in the latter inftance, I deny the 
-_ otility of it in the former, and fhould be ill dif- 
pofed to think favourably of thofe,, who. would 
cither exact or contend for it. . My. idea is, that 
men Should be what they profefs themfelves to be. 
One moral for practice, and another for precept, 
is fubverfive of all morals, and it is no lefs fub- 
verfive of morals, when the higher orders. in fo- 
ciety brave the. public opinion, and impudently 
difpenfe with what they exact from others. In 
all the great moral duties of life, a perfect ac- 
cordance fhould prevail. If one man claims ex- 
emption, another has an equal right to difpenfa- 
tion. To prevent this irregularity, and its con- 
thin fequences, 
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lequences, princes fhould be curbed as weil as 
peaitats, and, deeply imprefled with this truth I | 
have in fome inftances, perhaps, exceeded the 
lmmits of that temperance {fo convenient to the 
infidious purfuits of bad men, and fo acceptable 
to thofe whofe cold lethargic blood, drowfy al- 
moft to ftagnation, paces flowly through theiz 
veins, and renders them alike incapable of in- 
tereft or exertion. 


I have no. objection to make every reafonable 
allowance for follies that are inoffenfive or un- 
mportant. But the vice that impudently braves 
public juftice, and exacts homage from virtue; 
that, gigantic vice, which from the proud and 
infulting. pre-eminence of rank, has the audacity 
to fet the magiftrate and the laws at defiance, 
and that we know to be as incorrigible in its na- 
ture, as it is mifchievous in its confequences— 
That defcription of vice I will ever maintain 
ought to be felled to the ground by the club of 
Hercules. What! fhall we court, fawn, and 
attend like a gentleman ufher upon vice in em> 
broidery, while we loath, deteft, and confign to 
the gibbet, without pity or remorfe, the vice that 
we behold in rags ? Shall the unhappy female, 
driven by neceffity, not luft, to the bitter and 
humiliating refource of proftitution, fkulk in 
holes and corners, afraid of the beadle and his 
lath, while the dignified proftitute, more fortu- 

nate 
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Nate and infinitely atrocious, confident of protec- 
tion, and honoured where ‘fhe fhould’ be fpuxned, 
_ triumphs in her turpitude, and infults neglected 
virtue with impunity? Shall the tame cuckold, 
proud of his difhonour, turn bawd to‘his wife for 
favour or for hire, arid lending her firft to my lord, 
and then to his Highnefs, opening an account 
current with infamy, himfelf the méaneft of the 
firm, dare to claim homage as his right; while 
the man, who from a fenfe of public duty, holds 
out fuch treble guilt to public {corn (anxious to 
fave a falling empire from deftruétion) is brand+ 
ed as libellous or difaffected? O, fhamelefs, 
runious inconfiftency ! fubverfive of all govern 
ment as well as of all morals, and’ that cannot 
be defended even by thofe who practife or ap- 
plaud it. If, in defiance of decorum, duty, and 
public opinion, the titled harlot will play the 
wanton ; if at her time of life fhe will allow her 
hot blood to run riot in her veins, and fcanda- 
lize her age and fex, let the rank that fhe un- 
worthily holds in fociety be deemed an aggrava- 
tion of her infamy, and while an indignant world 
hails her ftrumpet as fhe paffes, let her feel thofe 
pangs which fhe has bafely inflicted on virtuous 
innocence ! 


But of what avail, juft Heaven! are truth; 
argument, and eloquence combined, againft the 
“rea 3 ~ more 
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more powerful counteraction of felf-intereft, ha- 
bit, and the vitiated manners of the times! 


If I fhould be deemed reprehenfible for hav- 
ing exprefied, in ftrong language my abhorrence 
of offences, which, by their tendency to bring 
one part of the conflitution into hazard, en- 
danger the whole; if it fhould be deemed crimi- 
nal to have reprobated, with an indignation 
proportioned to the magnitude of that danger, 
the flagrant mifconduct of one defcription of 
men, and the bafe fervility of another, it is in 
vain for an obfcure unprotected individual like 
myfelf, to refift the impetuous ruthlefs torrent, 
vice and virtue muft have exchanged places, and 
{am content to fhare the beggared fortunes of 
the latter ! 
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The author of the following pages alfo requefts the favour 
of his readers to pardon the numberie{s inaccuracies with which 
this publication abounds; it was produced in three weeks, and 
the necetlity of perpetually referring to various manu{cript 
papers, which he has never had leifure to arrange, and which 
could not be confided to the infpection of others, joined to his 
anxiety to produce what he wifhes to be confidered as _an epilogue 
to all his political labours, before the meeting of Parliament, are 
the beft, and, indeed, only excufes he has to offer for the incar- 
pect manner in which he has given this volume to the world, 
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WF men would reafon from fa&s, and not fromi 
prejudice; if they would allow their judg- 
ments to take the lead of their paffions, and in 
confideration of thofe who may come after them, 
combine the interefts of pofterity with their own, 
they would Iedrn to form a tight eftimiate ot 
things, atid prevent the neceffity of thofe violent 
commotions, which arming the fon againft the 
father, and brother again{ft brother, diffolve 
all the endearing ties of friendfhip and affeétion, 
and plunge the civilized world into a ftate of 
anarchy, infinitely more favage and deplorable 
than that of nature; bu! fie mild dictates of rea- 
fon, and the equitable iuggetiions of truth, ap- 
pear to have little influence on the conduct of 
human affairs, and man, a phenomenon almoft 
to his Creator, perpetually at variance with him- 
felf, and in conftant hoftility with his judgment 
and deareft interefts, feems deitined by fate to 
B have 
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have what is at once a bleffing and a curfe, per- 
verted or abufed without the refolution to amend 
what is alternately his pride and fhame, his 
happinefs and mifery! It is owing to this abufe 
_ and perverfion of the underftanding, that the 
progrefs of all governments has been arrefted in 
their courfe to that ftate of perfection of which 
they are unqueftionably fufceptible, whenever 
they fhall be founded in principle, and conducted 
with equity. It is owing to the fame caufe that 
Abbas in many inftances, have - been 
ubverted and deftroyed; and to this account may 
be placed the {candalous alacrity with which a 
confiderable portion of mankind bend their pliant 
necks to the difgraceful yoke of paffion or of pre- 
judice, and that a portion no lefs confiderable, 
but far more abject, facrifice all that is noble 
‘or dignified in manhood, to the temporary- pur- 
fuits of the moment, without any regard to the 
duty they owe to themfelves, or others, and in 
defiance of thé odium, derifion, and contempt 
which never fail to accompany their turpitude 
and meanne(s ; but for this wide and dangerous: 
departure from the fixed principles of right, the 
different civilized nations of the earth might 
look confidently forward to centuries of domeftic. 
peace and felicity. The legiflator would be 
confoled in his defcent to the grave, by the re- 
fleCtion that his labours, ‘lefs perifhable than 
himfelf, would not be defiroyed,. but meliorated: 
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by time, and that each fucceffive generation, 
profitmg by the errors of that which preceded it, 
would improve its inheritance, and bequeath a 
richer legacy to pofterity than it received. Such 
is the language of philofophy and of truth ! It is 
the unavailing proteft which common fenfe and 
common honefty inceflantly enter againft the 
ruthlefs inconfiftencies of men in all ages, to 
whom the public intereft has been confided. 
Unhappily the few who have the virtue to fpurn 
a fubjection as ruinous as it is difgraceful, are of 
too little account in fociety to influence its deci- 
fions or its deftiny ; neither their precepts nor 
example are of any avail. Their voice is too 
feeble to be heard, their power too trifling to be 
felt, and however much they may fuffer from the 
delufion, they muft abide by the event. It is held 
to be an inftance of piety and refignation to fub- 
mit without repining to thofe heavy calamities 
which are infeparable from our nature; ‘but it 
requires fomething more than the paflivenefs of 
refignation; it requires the combined efforts of 
religion and of heroifm, to bear with fortitude 
and in filent fubmiffion the various calamities 
produced by the wild: projects of men, whom 
fortune, not merit, has invefted with the fate of 
nations, and whofe career through life can only 
be traced by the defolation they have occafioncd. 
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_ It is, however, a confolation to the wounded 
mind, fmarting under the double preffure of pri- 
vate and public mifery, that though vanity and 
ambition, the impious rivals of Omnipotence ! 
would fafhion us to their will; that though mil- 
lions bleed at their fell command, and the beauty 
and harmony of the univerfe feem inverted as it 
were by their pernicious influence, that the fu- 
perintending vigilance of Heaven, in mercy to 
oppreffed humanity, counteract their iniquitous 
defigns, and defeat their foul projects, by the 
very means that are employed to obtain them ! 
Every page in which the creat contefis of this 
world are recorded, prefents this awful, this in- 
fiructive leffon to mankind, but the ftrong hold 
taken of their faculties by immediate purfuits, 
- often trifling, fometimes criminal, and as tempo- 
rary as they are trifling and atrocious, renders 
them alike infenfible and indifferent to future 
events. Every ftruggle into which mankind at 
different periods have been forced by oppreilion 
(and hiftory does not furnifh one folitary inftance 
to the contrary) has finally terminated in favour 
of liberty, while tyranny, at all times a curfe 
and burthen to itfelf, every where humbled, de- 
feated, and abafhed, has never had a fingle tri- 
umph to confole itfelf with i in misfortune or dif- 
grace, whenever the caufe between defpotifin 
and freedom has been pay brought to an 
iffue, 
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What a misfortune it is, that thofe well at. 
tefted inftances, fo numerous in hiftory, and fo 
animating to thofe, who, fenfible of their 
rights, are ever ready to affert them, fhould be 
of fuch little benefit to thofe who are the moft 
interefted in attending to the admonitions they 
convey! If the evidence of hiftory, however, 
fhould appear doubtful to fome, and be de- 
nied by others; if the proofs which this coun- 
try, ‘‘ the claffic land of liberty,” (as the elder Mi- 
rabeau called it) exhibits of the fact fhould be 
contefted, we have the {tronger and unequivocal 
teftimony of experience to convince and guide 
us; an appeal may be made to events ftill frefh 
in our memory, which belong to our own age 
and nation. An appeal may be made to events 
ftill more recent, and which are perpetually oc- 
curring in the great and momentous ftruggles in 
which France is actually engaged. They abun- 
dantly and moft woefully demonftrate thofe 
truths which I would willingly bring home to 
every man’s feeling and recollection, and moft 
particularly to thofe, whofe immediate duty it is 
to preferve the prefent order of things, whofe 
particular intereft and perfonal fafety imperioufly 
call on them to avoid whatever has a tendency 
to revive thofe contefts, which configned one 
fovereigh to the fcaffold, and another to beg- 
gary and exile. The hiftory of the laft century 
gontains many ufeful leffons ; leffons that ought 

to 
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to be fiudied with a clofe and unremitting at- 
tention, in conjunction with thofe which prefs 
daily on our notice, and which may be confi- 
dered as comments upon the texts of our an- 
ceftors, differing, however, very materially 
from all other comments, inafmuch as they 


are ftrouger, lefs prolix, and more conclufive 
than the texts they illuftrate. 


It is in the nature of man, in all tranfations 
that relate perfonally to himfelf, to prefer cer- 
tainty to rifk, and where he can only poffefs a 
life intereft at the beft, it is policy, as well as 
juftice in the government he {upports, to avoid 
whatever may endanger the fecurity. Among 
the moft valuable of our poffeffions may be 
reckoned that protection which he derives from 
equal laws faithfully adminiftered, and whatever 
tends to weaken that protection, or to bring it 
into hazard, renders his property lefs valuable, 
and takes from the various felicities of domeftic 
life, the better part of their attractions. The 
tenure by which they are held is precarious, in- 
deed, whenever the government, weak or vexa- 
tious, difturbs his enjoyments, or expofes them 
to the inroads of civil tumult and wild uproar. 


He expects (and.is entitled to it, for it is one 
of the implied conditions of the focial compact) 
a better pledge for the peaceable enjoyment of 
| . all 
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ali the comforts of his exiftence, than the difcre. 
tion of others; and when this cannot be affured 
to him, or when either guilt or imbecility in the 
executive power, excite difiruit, or provoke 
combinations among the people for the preferva- 
tion of their unalienable rights, his refpect and 
attachment to a government no longer ade- 
quate to the purpofes of its inftitution, will 
ceafe; his fubmiffion will be a matter of necef- 
fity rather than of choice; and his loyalty, de- 
prived of all the wholefome ftamina produced 
by the invigorating influence of felf-intereft, 
confidence, and affection, will become con- 
verted into a leaven of the-moft mifchievous qua- 
lity. This is not the place, nor is it my inten- 
tion at prefent, to inveftigate the caufes which 
led to the two great revolutions in the laft cen- 


tury. 


But that awful interval between the reftoration 
of Charles, and the final expulfion of James; 
that interval which difplayed a kind of watery 
funfhine profperity on royalty for a moment; I 
mean that interval in which thefe mifguided 
princes, with a parliament at their devotion, 
vainly imagined they had crufhed the proud 
fpirit of liberty in Britain, and efiablithed their 
arbitrary dominion throughout this glorious 
happy ifland, is perhaps of all periods in Britifh 
hiftory the moft inftructive to kings and mi- 

nifters. - 
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nifters. It is a period that contains a world 6f 
ufeful, practical knowledge, and which I defy 
either prince or people to read with indifference, 
or without profit. The one will be taught to 
guard againft the fallacy of appearances, and to 
behold irretrievable ruin to himfelf and family, 
at the very inftant that a gaudy exterior ans 
nounces the moft perfect fecurity around him, 
He will learn in the cataftrophe of the laft of the 
Stuarts, the very little protection that an abject 
_ venal parliament, and a mercenary army,. can 
give him in the moment of general difcontent, 
and learn to refpect thofe rights which he can- 
‘not infringe with impunity; while the people, 
no lefs inftru¢ted by events than. their fovereign, 
will difcover in the conduct of their anceftors, 
that a remedy for all the evils of defpotifm may 
be found in the refources of courage and unani- 
mity. Thefe truths, fo interefting at all times, 
are rendered fii!l more fo by the circumftances of 
the moment, nor can they fail to ftrike moft for- 
cibly on the fenfes af every man who reflects on 
what he reads, and who is nota carelefs obferver 
of events. The misfortune is, that hiftery 
-makes but a feeble impreffion on the human 
mind, and that even experience cannot teach 
men wifdom: if they would avail themfelves of 
every advantage that hifiory and experience of- 
fer to their acceptance, the fum total of crimes, 
blunders, and misfortunes, which embitter their 

I exiftence, 


(9) 
@xiftence, and defolate the world, would be di- 
minifhed, and our civil inftitutions ultimately 
obtain that force and folidity which can alone 
enfure them a permanency ; it is from the full 
conviction I feel, that in proportion as men ac- 
quire a perfect knowledge of their true interefts, 
they will practife right, in preference to wrong, 
that I with knowledge to be univerfally diffufed, 
and the morality we pra¢tife to be in {trict con- 
formity to the morality we profefs. When fuch 
an example is given to mankind, and they be- 
come every where infiructed in what it moft be- 
hoves them to know, the fecurity they poffefs 
for the full enjoyment of all the comforts of their 
exiftence in civilized fociety, will be unquef- 
tionable, and the machine of government thus 
mounted and regulated will not require the tur- 
bulent remedy of revolutions to correct its abufes 
or defects. The aphorifm that mankind are 
happy in proportion as they are ignorant, is an 
error which every man’s experience, if properly 
underftood, muft refute. It was the bafe expe- 
dient of an overbearing priefthood, to obtain 
dominion over the mind, and hold it in eternal 
fubjection. The film that obfcured the mental — 
vifion of the bigot in the 15th century, was 
removed the very inftant that our anceftors, pro- 
voked by the exactions, and fcandalifed by the 
profligacy of churchmen, examined into the 


juftice and legality of their pretenfions. Men 
Cc ? are 
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aré véry apt to affett their rights whenever they 


-underftand them. Our delufion in refpeé to 


ecclefiaftical matters began to fubfide at the pe- 
tiod of the Reformation, but our advances to 
tivil liberty are of a later date. They were ne- 
eeflarily poftponed until the mind, emancipated 
from the thraldrom of monks, became capable of 
exerting its powers. It was not until the clofe al- 
motft of the 17th centijty, that the ignorance and 
delufion which envelopped our intellects in regard 
to civil liberty were diffipated, and in part de-. 
firoyed. The queftion of political right has not 
yet been fully debated, ahd with refpeét to the 
improvements and farther diftoveries to be made 
in the two other io lefs important objects, it 
may be fufficient for the prefent to obferve, that 
the motto ftlampeéd on the filver coin of Spain;*” 
applies moft forcibly'to both of them. The 
mine that has beén difeovered, can always 
be explored. The proud boaft is ours, of having 
given the firft éxample of liberty and reform to 
the tardy nations of Europe, as it is alfo our af- 
AiGion and regret, that when France, roufed 
fiddenly from her lethargy, ftarted: for the goal 
of freedom, fhe fhould have ran beyond it. Ido 
not mean to inveftigate the origin and progrefs of 
thofé various commotions which finally pro- 
duced that. temperate and judicious mixture of 


Plus ultra, 
: royalty, 
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royalty, arificcracy, and democracy, of which 
our conftitution is compofed, and under which 
it is our happinefs to live ; experience has demon- 
firated it to be. perfectly compatible with that 
high {pirit of freedom which animated our gal- 
Jant anceftors to oppofe the ufutpations, and to 
refift the extravagant pretenfions of the banithed 
Stuarts. 


But though it is fuperfluous to recite what 
hiftory has fo faithfully recorded, it may an{wer 
many very ufeful purpofes to obferve, that any 
future infurrection in this country could not pof- 
fibly arife from the fame caufe, neither would it 
have the fame object, or be marked by the fame 
iffue. The interefting ftruggles in the laft cen- 
tury with Charles the Firft, and his deluded off- 
fpring, whofe guilt or misfortune it was to be- 
lieve, ‘that ** Divinity doth hedge a King,” were 
mercly for the purpofe of prefcribing limits to 
undefined prerogative. In was, in fact, a con- 
teft between defpotifm and liberty, in which the 
latter was as it ought to be, and as I truft it ever 
will be, triumphant! It wasa matter of indiffe- 
rence to our anceftors from what quarry the key- 
ftone was brought that bound the arch together ; 
they felt no blind and fuperiftitious attachment to 
perfons or to names, and the vefletion that the 
means which placed the prefent family on the 
throne, placed them alfo in- our hearts, is nat 
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the leaft glorious of the many advantages which 
his Majefty happily derives from the errors of his 
predeceffors, and the troubles in the laft century. 
The quarrel of our anceftors was not with mo- 
narchy, but with the monarch, whofe pride they 
humbled, and whofe delinquencies they punifh- 
ed. Intricate as the navigation, and tempeftu- 
ous as the ocean was, they did not with to cut the 
rope and fend the boat adrift; yet, though it 
was kept in tow, it was clearly their opinion that 
the veffel in danger of fhipwreck fhould not be 
impeded in its perilous courfe, by a fruitlefs en- 
deavour to preferve what ought never to be put 
in competition with the cargo, 


When princes become at once infolent, oppref= 


five, and incorrigible, they fhould be degraded ~ 


and difmiffed from a ffation they are no longer 
worthy tooccupy. It was not the office, but the 
man, that our gallant anceftors difliked; yet, 
though they had no averfion to the former, James 
the Second might have difcovered in the cataf- 
trophe of his father, and in his own haplefs def- 
tiny, that the feeptre is held by no other tenure 
than opinion, and that it can always be with- 
drawn at the pleafure of thofe who beftow it. 
The prerogatives of the crown being afcertained 
in 1688, there is certainly no longer any danger 
to be apprehended from the power of the fove- 
reign. He muft govern according to the known 

; and 
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and eftablifhed laws of the land. The tyranny 
of an individual governing by his own arbitrary 
will, has no longer an exiftence in this country ; 
and as every ground of jealoufy in this refpect 
has been effectually removed by the recognifed 
limitations of the bill of rights; it will, perhaps, 
be inquired, what can poffibly excite any com- 
motions in thefe kingdoms of fufficient magni- 
tude to endanger the prefent order of things >— 
Thofe who propofe fuch a queftion have yet to 
Jearn, that difturbances thay arife in a ftate from 
other caufes than a wanton exertion of undefined 
authority. Whenever the preffure of public 
taxes is firongly felt, and ferioufly complained 
of by the middling and lower orders of fociety, 
as humiliating, vexatious, and burdenfome ;— 
whenever the expences of a country confume the 
whole of its entire overftrained revenue, and 
that thefe expences are known to be much greater 
than are neceflary to defray the fair and honeft 
purpofes of government ;—whenever it becomes 
a matter of public notoriety that a confiderable 
portion of thefe expences is applied to anfwer 
the claims of venality, or to maintain ufelefs 
eftablifhments which impoverifh the ftate, while 
they evidently tend to the corruption of private 
and public morals ;—whenever truths are deemed 
‘criminal becaufe they are offenfive, and that 
well-intentioned admonitions to ceconomy and 
reform, are received with ill-humour, and at- 

tributed 
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tributed to difaffetion ;—-whenever government, . 
deceived into a belief of its omnipotence, exacts 
an. unqualified acquiefeence with its: ‘blunders and 
extortions as the criterion of loyalty, and im- 
proving upon the: relentlefs barbarity of Proeruf- 
tes would ftretch the people to the: full meafure 
of its rapacity or ambition on an iron bed of: all 
dimenfions, every {ober and difpaffionate man 
will perceive with forrow and alarm, that a con- 
duct fo criminal or indifcreet, muft ultimately 
lead to revolt, and that.a government commits - 
fuicide, and becomes its own affaffin, whenever 
its vexations force the people into infurrection. 
Butwhen to this criminality, or rather indifcretion, 
for] am unwilling to place to the account of 
guilt, what may have refulted from folly or ig- 
norance, a marked indifference is fhewn by go- 
_ vernment to public and private morals, under 

the fallacious idea that a people become diffolute 
and corrupt, will be attentive only to their plea- 
fares; when the hazard table and the counting- 
houfe alternately. poflets the merchant or fhop-— 
‘ keeper, and pimps, gamblers, and prize- 
fighters, become the, affociates of peers and 
minifters of ftate ;—-when every {pecies. of 
vicious diflipation is connived at by ma- 
giftrates, venal from principle as well as in- 
digence, and who are more folicitous to re- 
ceive the miferable ftipends that feed and 


clothe them, than to reprefs the profligacy that 
4 mult 
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muft finally overwhelm them ; the danger af- 
fumes a graver afpect from its proximity, and 
cannot be guarded againft with too much force or 
vigilance. If to the evils refulting from a general 
depravity of manners, fhould be added the pain- 
ful and humiliating operation of taxes on the 
middle and lower orders of fociety, combined 
with the fcandalous indecorum of a man to whofe 
fortunes they are to a certain degree attached, 
every intelligent and candid mind will confefs, 
that thefe accumulated mifchiefs will lead as ef- 
fectually to a revolution as the wildeft efforts of 
the wildeft defpotifm. I am very far from af- 
ferting that the morals of this country are arrived 
at that deplorable ftate of licentious degradation 
which eradicates from the mind all fenfe of pri- 
vate honour and public virtue, or that the taxes 
are become fo intolerable to that part of the com- 
munity which affords the beft fupport to govern- 
ment, and whofe morals are the laft to be in- 
feéted by the taint of profligacy ; but though the 
conduct of thofe, who, bound by their high rank 
and {plendid fortunes to give the beft example, 
have unhappily given the worft, has not yet 
reached that xe plus ultra in vice, which forbids 
all hope of réclamation or améndment, it has a 
manifefi tendency to that ruinous point, and 
the progrefs has already been fufficiently great to 
alarm even confidence itfelf. It is therefore 


patdonable, if not laudable, in thofe who feel 
this 
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this conviction, and dread the effeéts of ani ob 
ftinate perfeverance in wrong, to exert their 
beft efforts to arreft, if poffible, an evil of fuch 
magnitude in its deftructive courfe, and prevent 
an explofion that muft prove fatal to millions. It 
is with this view, and no other, that I have ear- 
nefily befeeched thofe whofe duty it is to fuperin- 
tend the beft and deareft interefts of fociety, to 
examine with attention the ftate of the country ; 
nor can they be too often, or too forcibly re- 
minded, that a nation without morals travels 
poft hafte to defituction. | Whoever is im- 
preffed with the importance of this fact, and 
- anxious to avoid its application to this happy fa- 
youred ifland, muft behold with infinite regret, 
that this truth, fo woefully confirmed by the ex- 
tinction of monarchy in France, has made no 
mpreffion on thofe who are moft interefted, to 
take warning, and profit by the difaftrous event. 
It muft furely be matter of equal forrow and fur- 
prife, that men to whom it offers a leffon at once 
_ fo terrible and inftrudctive, fhould remain infen- 
fible to their danger, amidft “ the wreck of mat- 
“ ter and the crufh of worlds f Is it that their 
fenfes, 


.  “ Dauller than the fat weed 
— & That rots itfelf in eafe on. Lethe’s wharf,” 


requires to be ftruck upon with the force and ve- 
hemence of a fledge hammer, to roufe their 
fluggard 
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fluggard minds from a ftupor as difhonourable 
to themfelves, as it may eventually prove fatal to 
others? If, influenced by an education, either 
vicious or erroneous, and to which princes in 
all ages have owed their deftruction, they fhould 
count equally upon the virtue of forbearance, 
and the exertions of force; or, if difdaining all 
medium, they fhould prefer the defperate re- 
medy of ruined gamefters, and fiaking the re- 
mainder of their fortunes on the caft of a die, 
play double or quits, it may be an act of charity 
to attempt to reclaim them from a delufion fo . 
fatal, by reminding them of the fad deftiny of 
the Bourbons, to whom Europe, vexed, ha- 
raffed, and defolated by their intrigues, follies, 
and infatuation, denies with almoft one accord, 
afylum or fupport! The fituation of France, at 
prefent, is precifely the fame as that of England 
in 1688. The fole object of her revolution, like 
that of our’s in the laff century, was to curb 
and pinion tyranny; and all the great infurrec- 
tions in this country have been uniformly in fa- 
vour of civil liberty ; but if any ferious tumult 
fhould again occur amoneft us, it will be in fa- 
vour of morals and economy. Its object will be 
to curb licentioufnefs and prodigality, and to re- 
ftore to the moft valuable part of the community, 
thofe comforts and that quiet which will have 
been wrefted from them by oppreflive taxes, 


(the baneful effects of improvident councils) by 
. D the 
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the exceffive dearnefs of all the neceffaries of 
life, and by the expenfive mode of living, coun- 
tenanced by the example of the higher orders, 
and ‘perhaps encouraged by the ftate itfelf, with 
a view to render thofe dependent from poverty, 
who might have refifted from virtue. The quef- 
tion of what can fhake the internal peace and 
quiet of this country, is of very wide and impor- 
tant extent, and well deferves reflection. It in+ 
volves in it a vaft variety of very complicated * 
matter, connected not only with the honour, 
profperity, and independence of the empire, 
but with the domeftic comfort and fecurity of in- 
dividuals. 


) : 

It is a queftion fo interefting at this moment, 
and of fuch confiderable magnitude to pofterity, 
that it behoves every man in thefe times of peril 
and univerfal alarm, to difcufs it fully and delibe- 
rately ;—not in the tumult and wild uproar of 
popular affemblies ; not in clubs and field meet- 
ings in the firft inftance, but in his clofet, 
where the mind cannot be irritated, poifoned, or 
inflamed by malice or mifreprefentation ; where 
it is free from every fpecies of infection, uncon- 
taminated by the gangrene of prejudice, and un- 
difturbed by the tempefts of the paffions ; where 
it can reafon and reflect at leifure and in peace, 
and where alone it can expect to marfhal its ideas 


with accuracy, and decide with juftice. 
The 
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The comprehenfive and well informed mind 
that goes into the clofet thus fortified and pre- 
pared, with a view to reflect on the paft, and 
meditate on the future deltiny of nations, with 
fufficient vigour to behold undifmayed the vaft 
changes that are in preparation, will find abun- 
dant exercife for all its faculties, and be ftruck 
at the portentous revolution that has already 
taken place, not only in the different ftates 
which have been forced out of their pofitions 
*by the fubverfion of the French monarchy, but 
in the minds of men; for that is the revolution 
which is the moft formidable in its nature and in 
its confequences, the progrefs of which it is the 
duty of minifters to watch with all the vigi- 
lance that alarm and danger infpire, and with 
that prudence and magnanimity which know 
when to yield without dithonour, and when to 
refift without dcfcat. Whoever examines the 
prefent ftate of affairs on the continent, will per- 
ceive that the fyftem by which this country has 
hitherto conducted itfelf in its relations with fo- 
reign powers, muft undergo a full and entire 
revifion; and if the difaftrous events of the 
prefent conteft fhould happily convince us of the 
folly of fubfidifing foreign princes, we fhall have 
the lefs reafon to execrate the impudent fraud 
and perfidy of the King of Pruffia, and ceafe 
to lament a prodigality that has eventually 


taught us wifdom and economy. Our infular 
? D2 fituation 
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fituation exempts us from the neceffity, and pru- 


dence fhould preferve us from the folly of fubfi- 
difing foreign powers. 


— 


The hiftory of the late, as well as the prefent 
‘war, proves the abfurdity and inutility of a fyf- 
tem which has anfwered no other purpofe than 
to adminifter to the pride, the avarice, or often- 
tation of that clafs of beings who are the leaft en- 
titled to veneration and refpeét. Of men who 
hate and defpife us, while they live by our - 
bounty, or profit by our profufion, and who 
(it may be faid, without much exaggeration, 


Owe all their ftate, their raiment, and their food, 
To the vile merchandife of human blood ! , 


I do not mean to recommend the conduct of 
France as worthy of our imitation in every in- 
ftance, but however difgufting or mifchievous it 
has been at different periods of the war, it is due 
to her magnanimity to admire that courage and 
fortitude which enabled her to refift, and finally 
to triumph over the moft powerful confederacy 

- that ever exifted. 


Thofe who are difpofed to withhold their little 
tribute of well-merited applaufe, to fuch wonder- 
ful exertions and perfeverance, have yet to learn 
that the juftice which is exacted, lofes half its 
value, and the whole of the effect that ought to 

te flow 
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flow from good example. France alone has not 
only refifted the combined force of Auftria, 
Pruflia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Holland, a part 
of Germany, and Great Britain, but fhe has 
compelled all her affailants, without exception, 
to fue to her either directly or indirectly fot 
peace. France has obtained all thefe triumphs 
without the aid of a fingle ally, that was either 
difpofed, or had the ability to take part in the 
quarrel; and as France has fully demonftrated 
by her unexampled achievements, the falfehood 
of treaties and the nonfenfe of alliances, it isto be 
hoped that adminiftration will profit by the woe- 
ful but inftructive leffon they have received, 
and clofe the account for ever with Landgraves 
and EleCors. Itis not, however, to a change of 
fyftem in regard to the continental powers that 
the minifter muft confine himfelf, the reform 
muft be general, and extend to dometftic as well 
as to foreign politics, if he wifhes, which by the 
bye cannot well be doubted, to preferve the peace 
of the country. When the defiiny of millions is 
at ftake, there is equal cruelty and guilt in hav- 
ing recourfe to fallacy ; nor can it be too feri- 
oufly lamented, that while one party holds out 
the moft pofitive affurances of national profperity, 
with the no lefs pofitive affurances of an happy 
iffue to the conteft in which we are engaged, 
that the other fhould magnify each difaftrous 
event, however trifling and accidental, into an 

I ; iretrievable 
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irretrievable calamity, and affert that the re- 
fources of the country are exhaufted, and that 
we have no refuge from bankruptcy and ruin, 
but in an immediate peace, however fhort its 
duration, or degrading its condition. It is ims 
poffible to argue from either of thefe premifes 3. . 
they are neither of them founded in fact, nor 
does it redound to the credit of minifters, or of 
their opponents, that they fhould have departed 
fo widely from truth, in order to difcredit each 
other in the public opinion. The confequences 
refulting from declarations and ftatements fo dia- 
metrically oppofite to each other, muft not only 
be delufion, but productive of much animofity 
and ill humour ; and if the object of that delu- 
fion is to obtain the confidence of the people, 
the conduct of both parties is extremely reprehen- 
fible, and cannot be too feverely cenfured; for if 
the oppofition poffeffed that credit with the na- 
tion, which is due to men whofe province it is 
to fuperintend the executive power, much feri- 
ous mifchief might refult from ftatements fo di- 
rectly contrary to each other, and particularly at 
a time when the force, magnitude, and proxi- 
mity of the danger that threatens us, call loudly 
and imperioufly for energy and union. Every 
refpect is due to the rank, talents, and attain- © 
ments of the noble Lord who has publifhed a 
fpeech in anfwer to that of the Marquis of 


Lanfdown. His means of information are cer- 
tainly 
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tainly great, nor is it meant to gueftion the 
fidelity. of his different ftatements, when I affert 
that the application of them is not always fair, 
and that I am afraid his zeal has been greater 
than his difcretion. ‘There are alfo other confi- 
derations which cannot be unknown to his Lord- 
fhip, that expofe him to the fufpicion of hav- 
ing departed from the candor he profeffes, and 
ought certainly to have obferved. Every fpe- 
cies of delufion in the prefent fituation of the 
country is wrong; it leads to a fecurity that 
may prove fatal in the event, and to diflemble 
under fuch circumftances is in fa¢t treachery to 
the nation. The more honeft part would be to 
come forward and own difficulties that are con- 
tinually augmenting and cannot long be con- 
cealed. The more manly part would be to meet 
the danger, and not fhun it by fkulking behind 
‘venal majorities until an explofion involves all 
parties | in one common ruin. 


It is almoft impoffible that Lord Auckland, 
with the ftigma attached to his political character, 
fhould be thought impartial, and the fufpicion is 
rather ftrengthened than weakened by the pub- 
licity of his future expectations and his actual 
fituation with the minifter. The ftatement given 
by his Lordfhip of the price of fiocks in 1783 
and 1796 is fallacious; the periods were neither 


exactly taken nor fairly felected. 
At 
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At the former epoch the funds had experienced 
their loweft ftate of depreffion, and unlefs his 
Lordfhip can affure us that they will not defcend 
during the prefent conteft below the price they 
bore at the latter period, it would have been 
more prudent to have been filent. It would alfo 
have been more candid to have affigned the true 
caufe of the difference of price in 1783 and 
1796: and as the caufe is no fecret, the conclu- 
fions he has drawn from the difference are the 
lefs excufeable. The extreme attention’ which 
Mr. Pitt has invariably fhewn to the trade and~ 
commerce of the country deferves the highef 
‘commendation, and it is a juftice due to his zeal 
and exertions to acknowledge, that his unte- 
mitting efforts to reftore . public credit were 
crowned with that fuccefs which ought ever to 
await.on great ability well dire&ted, The com- 
parative high price of our funds to what they 
were in the American war proceeds in. a great 

“meafure from events which could not be fore- 
feen, and which were never expected. It is 
merely a cafualty on which a. correct and intelli- 
gent) ftatefnan would difdain to reckon, and 
which a writer jealous of his reputation for faga- 
_city and rectitude would never have produced 
as an argument of national profperity. This 
matter deferves elucidation, and if Lord Auck- 
Jand, in attempting to impofe upon the country, © 
fhould really haye impofed upon the minifter, it 
| is 
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is an aggravation of his guilt that he fhould have 
betrayed his friend and benefactor into an error, 
which, connected with other meafures of govern- 
ment, may have a ferious effect on the general 
interefts of the country. It is almoft needlefs to 
obferve, that France and England were the two 
great powers whofe credit ftood higheft in the 
eftimation of foreign nations, and that they ob- 
forbed a very confiderable part of that fuperflu- 
ous wealth which confiantly overflowing from an 
immenfeand wideextended commerce, inan abun- 
dance that required other drains and refervoirs 
than what trade could furnifh, was vefted in the 
public funds of both kingdoms at an intereft far 
inferior to the profits arifing from commerce in 
preference to the rif{que and inconvenience of leav- 
ing thefe enormous fumsa ufelefs ftagnate mafs 
without circulation. Some idea may perhaps be 
formed of the faith of foreign nations in the 
French funds, and of the extent of their inveft- 
ments, from the city ef Geneva alone receiving 
the fum of eighteen millions of livres annually 
from France as the intereft due on its capital; 
the geographical pofition of France and her ex- 
tenfive intercourfe with all the ftates of Europe, 
joined to that politenefs and urbanity of man- 
ners which marked all ranks and defcriptions of 
people as completely as if they had iffued from 
the fame mint and been coined by the fame dye, 
were ftrong attractions, which, contrafted with 
i, the 
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the lefs engaging and fometimes uncouth as well 
as infolent manners of this country, had every 
advantage that could be expeéted from more 
folid but lefs pleafing qualities by which that 
confidence and preference were obtained, for po- 
jitenefs and affability, which the blunt rudenefs 
of artlefs integrity had vainly imagined were due 
only to itfelf. At the conclufion of the late war 
_a decided preference was given to the furids of 
France, and it became at that period a very fe- 
rious object with the Court of Verfailles to im- 
> prefs allthe fiates of Europe with an idea that 
the bankruptcy of Great Britain was inevitable. 
* The government that had recourfe to an ex- 
pedient fo difhenourable, in order to rein a na- 
tion with which it was no longer in hoftility, 
has been woefully punifhed for its bafenefs. and 
- perfidy, while thofe whe confided in the faith of 
fuch affurancesy have been beggared by their 
eredulity. : 


Public credit in France was completely anni- 
hilated by the revolution, and to this event, as 
_ terrible in its confequences as if was totally un- 
forefeen and unexpected, may be afcribed in a 

great meafure the prefent price of our funds. On 
the diffolution of the French inonarchy, dating 
it from the t4th July’ 1789, the fuperfluous 
wealth of Europe flowed impetuoufly into this 
country, and thofe who forefaw that the tempeft 
was 
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was not at the higheft in France, or who were 
perfonally alarmed for their own immediate 
fafety, fought an afylum from tumult and dan- 
ger, perhaps from juftice, under the mild and 
equitable dominion of the Britifh government. 
Thefe fugitives brought what property their 
fright enabled them to collect, and the fums that 
were afterwards tranfmitted at different periods, 
until the war put an end to all. amicable inter- 
courfe between the two countries, have been very 
confiderable. This is one of the caufes that pre- 
vented our funds from feeling a depreffion fimilar 
to that which they experienced in the American 
war; but what has moft contributed to keep up 
the price was the great influx of money not only 
from thofe nations which formerly from igno- 
rance, convenience, or political motives pre- 
ferred the French funds to thofe of England, but 
from thofe pawers which have alfo been drawn 
into the terrible vortex of the revolution, Lord 
Auckland is too well acquainted with the princi- 
ples of trade not to know that the value of any 
commodity depends in a great meafure upon the 
demand there may be for it in the market, no , 
fair exception can be taken to his ftatement of 
the prefent price of the funds, if he had properly 
accounted for it, and which was expected from 
his candor.—No man is better verfed in the prin- 
ciples of commerce than his Lord{hip, it would 
ke illiberal as well as unjuft to withhold from 
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him a tribute that is fo unqueftionably his due, 
nor can it be denied, that whenever he is'candid 
and explicit in proportion to his talents and 
t “knowledge, his affertions become authorities 
from which it would argue ignorance or imper- 
tinence to appeal.—_Lord Auckland muff be fen- 
fible that the comparative high price of ftocks is 
the effect of accident, the advantage of which 
to public credit can only be temporary, nor can 
he be ignorant, that whenever peace is happily 
‘ reftored to afflicted Europe, other confidences 
will arife, and other nations obtain a portion of 
that wealth which the unfettled ftate of the con- 
tinent, and the circumftances of the times had 
configned for greater fecurity to his cauntry. 
This acknowledgment was expected from a man 
who profeffed to be candid. His Lordfhip is 
yet to learn, perhaps, that it is difrefpectful to 
leave off in the middle of a ftory; he fhould 
either finifh, or not begin it; Lord Auckland ir 
his diplomatic character may have found it ne- 
ceffary to deal in half truths and half fentences, 
The policy of different nations in their tranf- 
. actions with each. other may require fuch pre- 
cautions, but as they belong exclufively au de- 
partement des affaires etrangéres, it is to the 
foreign: office they fhould be confined, and his 
Lordthip will do well in future to leave them 
where he found them. When he aéts minifte: 
Hally all refponfibility is in a great degree re- 
moved, 
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moved, and he may claim indulgence even for a 
grofs indecorum of language, but in the prefent 
inftance he has come forward, not in the cha- 
racter of an envoy compelled to fpeak as he is 
inftructed by thofe who fent him, but in the 
more dignified character of a Pcer of parliament, 
as a legiflator, by whom candor and truth (much 
better fupporters to his arms than any he can ob- 
tain from the heralds) fhould be prized as attri- 
butes. Ifany thing could render his obligation 
to refpect them more facred, it is the circum- 
ftance of his having come voluntarily forward, 
uninvited and unfolicited, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of reproving a departure from them in 
others. Whena man accufes another of mif- 
reprefentation, it is doubly incumbent on him 
to be fcrupuloufly exact himfelf, nor is it per- 
feétly honeft to miflead us under the pretence of 
informing us. ‘The Marquis of Lanfdown may 
have-been wrong in his ftatements, and admit- 
ting the fact, Lord Auckland was under the 
greater obligation to be accurate, when he arofe 
for the avowed purpofe of correcting the errors 
of his Lordfhip, and giving an example of can- 
dor. A fact that has been communicated to me 
relative to the price of land by a very old and 
intimate acquaintance, on whofe veracity I can 
depend, would authorife a conclufion very dif- 
ferent to that which his Lordfhip has drawn, if I 
were dilpofed to avail myfelf of the advantage it~ 

. affords 
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affords me. But it is not triumph that I feek— 
vanity and ambition never had at any period of : 
my life any very firong hold on my mind, and 
they have lefs now than ever, 


In fubmitting thefe facts and reflections to my 
country, I have no other object in view than to 
promote its interefts according to my compre- 
henfion, or rather according to my conception of 
things, thofe interefts cannot be properly fecured 
unlefs they are perfeCily underftood, and to im- 
prefs the nation with an idea of profperity. and 
fecurity at the very inftant that an obftinate per- 
feverance in error will fpeedily and infallibly 
produce its deftruction, is a fallacy of fo dange- 
rous and criminal a nature, that it ought to be 
inftantly refuted and cannot be too feyerely re- 
probated, 


It was a fimilar delufion that finally conducted 
Louis the XVIth to the block, and his family to 
beggary.* There is in the fad fate of that haplefs 


* It is a well-known fact, that the gentleman who arrived 
at Verfailles on the 14th of July, 1789, with an account of 
the deftruétion of the Baftile, to whom fright gave {peed, was 
treated with marked contempt by the whole Court, and the 
information confidered as too improbable to be true. All the 
thanks he received were, ce 2’ pas vrai, Monfieur, which is 
tantamount to you lic, Sir. Such was their infatuation even 
when the game was up. I appeal to M.de Breteuil to fay if 


this was not the fact. 
2 monarch, 
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monarch, and in the degradation of his bankrupt 
profligate court, volumes of wholefome inftruc- 
tion to kings, minifters, and people, and above 
all to thofe ruthlefs fpendthrift princes, whofe 
fall and extirpation, if they could fall ALONE, 
would neither excite pity nor regret! If how- 
ever Lord Auckland has made the moft of the 
documents to which he has had accefs, with no 
other view than to enliven and animate us to the 
moft vigorous exertions in a conteft the moft 
perilous of any that have occurred fince the days 
of Carthage, it is but fair to acknowledge, that 
the exaggeration lofes all its criminality in con- 
fideration of its motive, and that it is at all 
events lefs mifchievous in its immediate confe- 
quences than the ftatement of faGts which, with 
an air of malicious triumph over the fuppofed 
incapacity of the minifter, defcribes the country | 
to be on the verge of inevitable’ deftruction, 
finking under the enormous preffure of aceumu- 
lating difficulties, and no longer able to oppofe 
an enemy with whom it is aGually at war for all 
that is valuable or defirable in poffeflion. If it 
is deferving of cenfure to hold out the profpect 
of better times to a people too apt to defpond in 
adverlity ; if it is criminal to infpire them with 
hope, and excite them to freth efforts in a. war 
probably of life and death, with a people whofe 
brilliant exploits are ill calculated to infpire them 
with fentiments of moderation, it is furely much 

more 
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more criminal to encourage that defpondency, 
_ and+to unnerve that arm raifed to defend itfelf in 
the moment of danger. What is this exaggerated 
account of our preffures and misfortunes, but an 
invitation to the. enemy to invade us, with a 
pofitive affurance of being able to accomplith 
our utter extinction ? 


What is it, in fat, but to reprefent us bound 
hand and foot, weak, crippled, and: debilitated, 
incapable of any farther refiftance, and ready to 
receive the law from a nation that’ erroneoufly 
“imagines it is her intereft to annihilate us? — It is 
--far'from my intention ‘to attribute any fuch mo- 
tive’ to the ingenious and elaborate author of 
‘“‘ Additional Fads.’ “Noman. can eftimate 


more highly or more’ fincerely than I:do, the 
very great abilities of Mr. Morgan; neither do 
I mean to undervalue the indufiry with. which 


Ss 


he has entered into the whole detaik 
lic debt. His arithmetical .calculations= 
nite credit to his ‘genius and application ; they 
prove that his mind, vigorous and comprehen- 
five, is profoundly verfed in the fcience of finance, 
but notwithftanding his unqueftionable claim to 
the juftice I have rendered to his talents and at- 
tainments, I cannot but think his pamphlet ex- 
tremely injudicious and ill-timed, and that how- 
ever correct his ftatements may be, they are more | 
likely to produce a bad effect than a good one. 

: I do 
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I do not perccive how it can poffibly have any 
other operation. If credit is given to the melan- 
choly picture drawn by Mr. Morgan of our in- 
ternal fituation, it muft occafion diftruft, alarm, 
and defpondency at home, in the fame proportion 
that it infpires confidence, courage, and a {pirit 
of enterprize abroad. If Mr. Morgan is fincere 
in his with for peace, and I have no reafon to 
doubt it, the warmeft of his admirers, and I clafs ~ 
myfelf of the number, muft confefs that he has 
precifely adopted the very means the moft likely 
to prevent it, and by preventing it, he may pot- 
fibly accelerate the very ruin that he predicts 
and laments. If the French confide in his ftate- 
ments, it is not likely that they will enter into 
negotiations for peace on the only terms upon 
which one independent nation can treat with 
another. 


If our ftrength is finally exhaufted ; if we are 
really arrived at that wretched ftate of dittrefs 
and debility which lead to bankruptcy and dif- 
folution—if the happy influence of peace, com- 
bined with the efforts of the moft vigorous and 
rigid ceconomy can alone refcue us from impend- 
ing ruin, it was furely imprudent to reveal a 
truth pregnant with fuch important confequence 
to our happinefs and independence, to thofe who 
have it in their power to make a very terrible ufe 
of it. Ifthe combined influence of peace and 

! F ceconomy 
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ceconomy can alone fave us from perdition, it is 
not likely that France, apprifed of the fad, and 

bent on our deftruction, will diftegard the infor- 
mation, or neglect an opportunity fo favourable 
to her wifhes. It is not likely that the power 
from whom we muft abfolutely receive one. of 
the means of falvation, and that thinks itfelf ine 
terefted in our extinction, will neglect the occa~ 
fion our impotency offers to accomplifh our 
yuin. 


I feel affured that Mr. Morgan was not aware 
when he publifhed his Facts, of the mifchiefs they 
might produce. It certainly did not occur to 
him at the time that he was prolonging the 
ealamities he deplores, and enfuring the calamity 
he would avert, by a ftatement which the nearer it 
approaches to truth, the more criminal and dire- 
ful its effects will be; what is it in fact but en- 
couraging a nation, invincible almoft. from en- 
thufiafm and animated by the fplendor of her 
triumphs, to purfue with unabated vigor her ca- 
reer of ynexampled glory, with the certainty of 
adding in the event the only country fhe dreads, 
to the exhilarating catalogue of her rich ‘tro. 
phies # 


If the French are. indifpofed to treat with us, 
the expofure of our weaknefs and infolvency js 
ill calculated to, change. yg difpofition—their 

fentiments 
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fentiments are not likely to become’ pacific, 
while they believe us unequal to the profecution 
of the conteft, and as peace cannot be obtained 
without the mutual accord of both parties, who- 
ever endeavours to prevent either of them from 
liftening to reafonable terms of accommodation 
is decidedly an enemy to both. TI certainly do 
not confider Mr. Morgan in this light, I acquit 
him of every fuch defign; but his writings will 
have that tendency in proportion to the credit 
they obtain in France, and to the degree of re- 
fentment with which fhe may be animated 
againft us. It isnot crime that I reproach Mr. 
Morgan with, but imprudence. If he is not 
criminal, he is indifcreet, and his indifcretion is 
unhappily of a nature to produce the very worft 
effects that can poffibly arife from the moft 
atrocious guilt: I am concerned that a gentle- 
man fo profoundly verfed in the fubject on which 
he has written with very great and evident 
ability, fhould have been fo injudicious as to give 
publicity to what muft operate to the difadvan- 
tage of his country by diffufing a diftruft of its 
own firength and refources, at the fame time 
_ that it infpires her enemies with the hopes of an 
eafy conqueft. Such mutt be the effect of the 
pamphlet, if it is read and believed, and my re- 
gret is augmented at beholding a mind at once 
enlightened and benevolent, perverted and jaun- 
diced ay the fpirit of party. The minifter is fre- 

F2 quently 
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quently treated with an afperity that fhews there 
is fomething perfonal between him and the au- 
thor. | 


It is poffible that the latter may have had rea- 
fon to complain, yet whatever offence may have - 
been given by the former, cither to Mr. Morgan 
or to his venerable relation, whofe virtue and 
talents were at once exemplary and ufeful, and 
whofe memory muft ever be dear to every man 
who values wifdom united with the ftrictefi in- 
tegrity ; I {till aver, that it was injudicious and 
impertinent to the queftion before us, to blend 
private refentment with public complaint. It 
was extremely wrong to have fhewn any animo- 
fity to the man, at the inftant that the capacity 
of the Minifter was arraigned. In proportion as 
the Author was influenced by a wifh to promote 
the interefts of his country, the more fiudioufly 
he fhould have abftained from every appearance 
ef perfonal diflike, anger, and refentment. 


Whatever his motives may have been in pub- 
lifhing his ftatement,. its credit for correctnefs 
becomes impeached by its afperity; its purpofe 
will moft probably be defeated by the little tem- 
perance he has fhewn in the difcuflion of mat- 
ters which do not admit either of declamation 
or conjecture, and which,ought to have been 

| = treated 
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treated with the gravity and precifion of mathe~ 
matics. The mind, involved in all the nice in- 
tricacies of numbers, where the fevereft and 
moft unremitting attention is required to feel 
their force, and comprehend their various com- 
binations, cannot be well pleafed on being in- 
terrupted by impertinent farcafms which prove 
nothing, and which are alike unworthy of the 
Author and of the fubject. It is owifig to this 
caufe, jointly with the imprudence of publith- 
ing fuch a ftatement at this time, that the purity 
of Mr. Morgan’s motive has been impeached, 
and the accuracy of his ftatement denied. Nor 
is it an argument of his impartiality, to brand 
indifcriminately every man with being in the 
pay of the Treafury who differs from him. 
There is a want of candour in fuch reproaches 
that facts do not require to give them force. Is 
a difference in opinion with Mr. Morgan a proof 
of venality, or is it liberal to infer, that the 
man, who is. not convinced by the arguments 
advanced by Mr. Morgan, muft be a minifie- 
rialift? Is there no medium between the ex- 
tremes, and mu{t every man who writes on pub- 
lic affairs yoke himfelf, flave-like, to one party 
or the other, go in harnefs at their good plea- 
fure, and pace in no other track than what they 
point out?) That there are Swifs writers as vell 
as Swifs of another defcription, is certainly true, 
and a truth that is ferioufly to be lamented, 
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becaufe talents fhould honour, not degrade the 
poffeffor, and be employed, not to hoodwink - 
mankind and prejudice their minds, but to en- 
lighten, confole, and benefit them. Such are the 
ufes to which talents ought to be directed: fuch 
the applications that fhould be given to enlarged 
underftandings, cultivated and improved by 
fiudy and experience. But though there are 
men who proftitute the nobleft gifts of nature ;* 
though there are men who take their pens to 
market and meanly offer their fervices at one or 
the other houfe of call, willing on all occafions, 
and even for the bafeft purpofes, to furrender 
their judgments, and facrifice their principles 
to their intereft. I feel affured that Mr. Mor- 
gan is not of that defcription ; and while I la- 
ment that a mind fo comprehenfive fhould have 
been warped by perfonal refentment, I honour 
its vigour, and anticipate much future good to 
the country from its exertions. It is not, how- 
ever, from the commerce, or the revenues of 
this country being a million more or a million 
lefs at one period than at another, that can ma- 
terially affect the general interefts of this country, 
or decide its deftiny.—Thefe fluctuations are 
unavoidable.—They refult from the very nature 
of commerce, and as revenue is the effeét, and 
not the caufe of commerce, the former muft ever 
partake of the fortunes of the latter. While 

| | this 
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this is preferved to us, all apprehenfions for the 
fafety of the other are childifh. 


It is a wife and faithful application of the re- 
venue that demands our vigilance and (folicitude. 
The ftate has nothing to fear from the temporary 
trifling fluctuations of commerce, but its irreco- 
verable depreffion, or total extinélion. While 
the markets are open, and our manufactures are 
in demand, the country muft not only be fol- 
vent, but powerful, at leaft as far as ftrength is 
connected with finance; and if the common 
fluctuations of trade admitted of any certain rule 
of judging, the arguments they afford on the 
prefent occafion favour moft potently fome of 
the conclufions which Lord Auckland has drawn, 
and banifh moft decidedly and effectually from 
the mind every idea of national bankruptcy. 
The exertions of the country are flupendous ; 
they certainly exceed the efforts of paft ages, and 
compared with thofe of former wars, mutt ftrike 
the mind with wonder; but enormous and un- 
exampled as our exertions have been, our 
ftrength is far from being exhaufted.—There are 
yet very great and abundant refources in the 
country ;—refources fully adequate to the pref- 
fure of the times, and which, if temperately 
called forth, and judicioufly applied, will enable 
us to refift with a certainty of fuccefs, whatever 
the enemy, even in the delirium of his triumphs, 

dare 
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dare oppofe to the loyalty and valour of the 
Britith nation. It is not from a deficiency of 
means that we fhall become bankrupts and beg- 
gars, but froma wanton abufe of that ftrength, 
and an improvident expenditure of thofe means. 
That ftrength and thofe means, to have an ef- 
fe&, fhould be: concentrated, if poffible, mto 
a focus, and if this plain, fcientific truth had 
been attended to in the commencement of the 
conteft, the great exertions of the prefent mo- 
ment would have been unneceffary. It is not 
from a trifling increafe or decreafe of our annual 
exports and imports that any ferious calamity can 
arife. The mifchiefs with which we are threa- 
tened will not refult from the variations of fo- 
reign markets, nor from our manufaétures being 
in greater demand in Germany than in Italy, but 
from our numerous expenfive, and in fome in- 
ftances, unneceflary efiablifhments, and our no 
Jefs numerous finecures, the miferable expedi- 
ency to which indolent or incapable minifters 
were formerly driven in order to govern the 
country, and retain their employments, and to 
which their fucceflors, with better intentions and 
without fuch excufes, have unhappily adhered, 
rather than expofe themfelves to the oppofi- 
‘tion, or hazard thevrefentment of thofe whorn 
it is ‘at al times eafier to bay than comince. 
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It is from the venality and profligacy of indi- 
viduals, who ought to have nobler fentiments, 
and a conduct more correct, that we have the 
moft to fear, and if I forbear expatiating on the 
confequences that muft inevitably refult from 
this profufion, in complaifance to infatiate va-. 
nity or avarice, it is that the tafk is ungrateful 
and would be thought infidious by thofe who 
are fuppofed to have joined the Minifter, lef 
from a fenfe of common danger than for the pur- 
pofe of obtaining the patronage, emoluments, 
and confiderations attached to high official fitu- 
ations. 


I deny that the country is playing its laft 
ftroke, as Lord ‘Auckland has imprudently af- 
ferted, or that it is at its laft gafp, as Mr. Mor- 
gan pretends, provided that the Minifter refolv- 
ed on right, dares fhake off the vile trammels 
of-faStion and cabal, and truft to the refources 
of his own mind, to his country, and to God 
for fupport. I deny that the nation, vexed, ha- 
raffed, and mifled as fhe has been, is irrecover- 
ably loft, provided that the Minifter has the virtue 
to come forward ‘and adopt. thofe reforms, and 
infift upon thofe retrenchments, which policy 
and common fenfe point out as the only means 
of falvation, and which are as practicable as they 
are known to be expedient and equitable. If 


Mr. Pitt has the courage to emancipate himfelf 
: from 


ie 

from the diferaceful fhackles which have curved. 
and reftricted his well-intentioned march, and 
which thofe who moft refpected him have mof 
Jamented ; he will immediately find, ‘and the 
nation will as inftantly feel the happiefi effects 
arife from a liberation too. long poftponed, and 
worthy of the reputation attached to his name. 
By a proper exertion of the vaft powers of his 
mind, by a manly and dignified rejection of the 
pitiful means by which men with corrupt hearts 
and pitiful minds imagine the complicated inte- 
réfis of a great empire are to be conducted, he» 
will become fuch a minifter as the exigencies of 
the moment require; and which the. fatal 
crooked policy, that has influenced our councils 
of late, has rendered indifpenfably neceffary to 
enable us to meafure back our ground and reco- 
ver the pofition we have loft. It is the moft ef- 
fectual, perhaps the only means of infufing new 
life and vigour into a conftitution, enfeebled, 
not through any inherent, defeéts in itfelf, but 
from the folly and turpitude of thofe who have 
abufed and perverted its beft inftitutions. and 
wifeft provifions to the worft of purpofes; but 
if the favourable opportunity fhould be loft by 
timidity or delay— 


If Mr. Pitt, alarmed at the magnitude of the 
danger before him, or from diftruft of his own 
powers, fhould prefer temporizing with men to 

whom 
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whom he ought to give the law, he will expofe | 
his country to the heavielt of calamities, and 
trifle with his own fafety; he will find himfclf 
loft paft redemption, and eventually fall, per- 
haps, the haplefs victim of his own pufillanimity. 
Something more than ten years are elapfed, 
fince I took occafion, in fome letters publicly 
addreffed to a perfon, whom it would be pollu- 
tion to mention, and who, in addition ‘to our 
other misfortunes, appears to be as loft to all” 
fenfe of fhame, as he is infenfible to all fenfe of 
virtue, that every new tax is an advance towards 
a revolution; and this is a truth that cannot be 
too. often enforced upon the notice of thofe who 
have moft to apprehend, and the moft to lofe 
from fuch an event. It is impofible that any 
tax, however direct and trifling it may be, can 
have a fimple operation; every man feeks to in- 
demnify himfelf, for what the fiate takes from 
him, by fome means or other; and whatever 
the object taxed may be, it will ultimately af- 
fect, in a greater or leffer degree, all thofe ar- 
ticles which are indifpenfably neceffary to the 
fupport of animal exiftence. Every tax under 
the prefent enormous load of public debt has 
an infectious quality. Its contagion pervades 
and corrodes the whole fyftem of finance, and 
its accumulating force, like the multiplying 
powers in mechanics, fet calculation at defiance ; 


while men find the means of indemnifying them- 
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felves with more than ufurious intereft for what 
they contribute, by enhancing the price of the 
commodities which they vend, or in the more 
laudable refources of felf-denial and economy, 
the preffure will not be, felt to any alarming or 
very painful extent, but the inftant that the va- 
lue of the article bears no proportion to its price, 
the means of indemnity are moft woefully dimi- 
nifhed, and the tax fails in its effect. It will 
not only counteract its own purpofe, but be- 
come a mifchief to the ftate, by expofing the 
poverty of its refources, the incapacity of its mi- 
nifter or the tyranny of its government. 


This fact cannot be better illuftrated than by 
recurring to the late tax on port wine, any ad- 
ditional impoft on that article would moft pro- 
bably amount to a prohibition, and when men 
are compelled to reliniquifh what they have long 
ceafed to confider as a luxury, their loyalty is 
apt to give way to their feelings ; it is then that 
the reign of clamour commences: and this cla- 
mour will affume a very ferious afpect whenever 
the firft neceffaries of life are beyond the eafy 
reach of the laborious part of the community. 
It is the nature of evil in general to propagate 
itfelf without the intervention of fexual enjoy- 
ment.—Clamour is of this defcription—It is the 
forerunner of revolt, as revolt is the precurfor 
of a revolution ; and a wife government, fenfible 
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of this important truth, will ever bear in faith- 
ful remembrance, that whatever provokes cla~ 
mour, juftifies in fome degree the confequences. 
If nothing was to be taken from individuals but 
what the exigencies of the ftate, or even its pro- 
fufions required, the burthen would fcarce be 
felt ; but we are not only called upon to admi- 
nifter to the neceffities of government, but to the 
avarice and rapacity of the merchant or trader, 
to whom the opening of the budget, or what is 
fiill worfe, a calamitous event is very often the 
fource of fortune or of wealth. ‘TThefe men in 
general double every tax that Parliament im- 
pofes ; in fome inftances they more than qua- 
druple it, and as the inconfiftencies of mankind 
appear to have no limits, and their forbearance 
on fome occafions keeps pace with their abfurdi- 
ties, they clamour and revolt at a folitary far- 
thing levied by the legiflture, while they fubmit 
without murmuring to the mercilefs exactions of, 
fhopkeepers, and allow the avarice and rapacity 
of trade to pillagethem with impunity, 


But the moft ferious evil that has refulted from 
the rapid increafe of taxes, and the increafed 
price of all the immediate neceflaries of life, is 
the impoverifhed ftate to which their baneful 
influence has reduced all thofe whofe incomes 
extend from fifty to five hundred pounds a year. 
The people comprifed within thefe two fums, 
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are very numerous, and they are no lefs formi- 
dable from their numbers than from. their cha- 
racters. They not only poffefs collectively the 
greateft portion of the wealth of the country, but 
by far the greateft portion of rectitude. There is 
infinitely lefs vice and profligacy in the middling 
ranks of life, than in the higheft and in the 
loweft. 


The firft of thefe are apt to claim an exemp- 
tion from the obligation of morality, in confe- 
quence of that arrogance which fortune and high 
_ birth are fometimes apt to engender ; and what 
tends to confirm minds naturally depraved in 
their vicious propenfities, is the abjeét fervi- 
lity of thofe, who,.from a bafe attention to 
their own miferable interefis, pay homage to 
the dignified reptiles in fociety, whom chance 
has made rich, royal, er noble, and who muft at 
the very moment they receive the vile incenfe of 
fulfome adulation, defpife the parafite that flat- 
ters their vanity, or adminifters to their vices. 
If the higheft ranks are above all fenfe of fhame, 
the loweit are below it. It is therefore to the 
middle orders that government fhould invariably 
look for fupport, for when, this invaluable, this 
formidable body ‘of men, this true and only 
effectual cement of fociety, are by ‘the advanced 
price of provifions’ reduced almoft to the condi- 
tion of paupers, and. complaining of the difficulty 
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ofliving, call loudly for an‘alleviation of the bur- 
thens that opprefs them ; their grievances muft 
be redreffed, or they may be provoked to make 
a common caufe with thofe who have nothing, 
and diflolve the compact. 


I do not fay, that this is precifely the fituation 
of the country at prefent, it, however, feems to 
be rapidly advancing towards that terrible crifis 
which cannot be contemplated without alarm, 
and in proof of which I appeal to the candor of 
every man whofe memory and experience can 
carry him back twenty years, to fay whether 
thofe who have at this time an annual income of 
two hundred pounds, can enjoy more of the com- 
forts of life than thofe who, antecedent to the 
American war, had only half that fum? confe- 
quently the man who has only one. hundred 
pounds a year, is, in fact, reduced by the change 
of circumftances to live on fifty. His privations 
muft of courfe be confiderable, and each new 
tax will neceffarily diminifh his comforts. When 
it is recollected that fome of thefe privations may 
have been exacted in order to fupport fenfelefs 
folly and incorrigible guilt, in difhonourable 
fplendor; he feels the injury aggravated by in- 
fult, and is led to inquire how it is poffible that 
an extravagant maintenance of profligacy and 
bad example, fhould be connected with a prefer- 
vation of morals with which they are at variance, 
: and 
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and with the interefts of fociety, which they as 
unqueftionably tend to undermine and ruin: It 
is not right that any man living in fociety fhould 
be a dead weight on the community; the law 
that configns an idle worthlefs vagabond to the 
_ houfe of correction, recognifes this falutary, equi- 
table principle ; and as it cantiot be contefted, 
it fhould be applied indifferently to all, without 
refpeét to perfons. In this inftance, the beggar 
claims equality with the prince, and whenever 
the latter degrades himfelf to a level with the 
former, he fhould be made to feel, however cal- 
lous he may be, the confequence of his mean-. 
nefs and turpitude—the equity.of this maxim, 
and the propriety of its application, are fo evi- 
dent, that a truth which is feldom’attended to in 
time by government to profit by it, muft in- 
fiantly occur to every reflecting mind, and even 
obftinacy itfelf confefs, that the ftrongeft cable 
may be fnapped by tenfion. 


Whether the minifiry, apprifed of the faa, 
have found leifure to give it the attention it 
Joudly demands, I know not, and if I have pre- 
fumed to expatiate on the probable confequences 
of rendering fo confiderable a body of men dif- 
contented, it is froma very fincere with that the 
quiet of the nation fhould be preferved, not by a 
military defpotifm, to which fome men, with 


hearts as obdurate as their minds are arrogant, fo 
confi- 
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confidently look up, and againft which I would 
be the firft to arm; but by the mild and perfua- 
five influence of policy and right, fanétioned 
and protected by the conftitutional laws of the 
land. 


The {malleft pebble thrown into a river, will 
expand for a moment the broadeft furface. Every 
new tax touches with more or lefs force each 
particular item in the voluminous account, and 
{wells the fum total, not only of produce, but 
of wreichednefs and woe. 


It is {carce poffible to refle& on the extenfive 
and mifchievous operation which the enormous 
fum of five millions additional taxes muft have 
on the common comforts and neceffaries of life, 
without being ferioufly alarmed for the confe- 
quences. Thefe are not times to trifle with the 
paflions and underftandings of mankind. Other 
expedients than force and fraud muft be em- 
ployed to, govern them, and the fooner this 
wholefome confolatory truth is felt, and prac- 
tifed by minifters, the more honourable it will be 
for themfelves, and the better for their country. 
The revolution that has taken place in the 
minds of men, calls loudly on thofe who are 
intrufted with the executive government, to ex- 


ercife their authority with great circumfpection, 
H and 
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ard to obferve the moft rigid ceconomy in the 
expenditure of the public money.. 


_ If any commotions. fhould unhappily arife in 
the country, it will not be for the purpofe of 
prefcribing limiis to prerogative, as in the 
laft century, but to exterminate that profu- 
fion and corruption which abforbs all public and 
private virtue, and whofe baneful influence, as 
Mr. Morgan very jufily obferves, tends to an- 
nihilate the middle order of people, and leave 
only two claffes in fociety, the very rich and the 
very poor. I think more highly of Mr. Pitt’s 
judgment than to attribute to him any fuch in- 
tention ; but in the prefent ftate of the country, 
and temper of the people, it will be wifdom, ‘as 
well as juftice, to bind by the double ties of in 
tereft and affection, that clafs. from which he 
muft draw fupport, and to which he muft ulti- 
mately look for protection in the hour of necef- 
fity. A marked indifference to their comforts 
will be attributed to a criminal contempt of their 
rights, and he will authorife the murmurs that he 
excites. The tranfition from difcontent to difaf- 
fection is not very difficult or difiant, and from 
thence to revolt immediate. ‘he melancholy 
hiftory of the times confirms this awful and mo- 
mentous truth; nor does it require an extraordi- 
nary degree.of penetration to difcover, that in the 
event of another revolution, it is not the dynafty 
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that will be changed, but the vaaiat Gag that will 
be fubverted. 

It is alfo incumbent on nations, poffeffing a 
pre-eminence in rank, and defirous aaeerae 
that pre-eminence, to be careful not only that 
her impéfts are produive and acceptable at 
home, but that they do not excite derifion, or 
difcredit her abroad, by authorifing the idea of 
penury and ability. 


I do not mean to fpeak difrefpecifully of the 
talents of the gentleman who propofed the dog- 
tax ; but if he had been accufiomed to behold the 
great interefts ofa wide extended empire, through 
a larger medium, I do not think he would have 
propofed a meafure fo extremely ill calculated to 
_ imprefs foreigners, and efpecially the nation 
with which we ave at war, with any very exalted 
ideas of the abundance of our refources; the 
reafoning of the gentleman in favour of his plan 
had not even the poor merit of being plaufible. 
It abounded with contradictions, and proved 
that its author is as yet at a very confiderable 
diftance from the office of Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 


‘One of its allowed objects was to eafe the pa- 
rifh rates throughout the kingdom, and this it was 
thought would enfure it great popularity, and 
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give it a kind of paffport to the gracious recep- 
tion of the country gentlemen in Parliament, 
while the rich farmers, and country ’fquires who 
are out of it, would be no lefs captivated at the | 
affurances it held out of putting an entire end to ~ 
the worrying of fheep, to the horrible effects of 
the hydrophobia, and above all, to the abomi- 
nable practice of poaching. In the one inftance 
- it was a meafure of finance; in the other, of po- 
lice; two objects differing very widely from 
each other, which the gentleman who propofed 
the tax ought to have known, should always be 
kept perfeGly diftinét. On this occafion they 
are in direét hoftility to each other; the tax as a 
meafure of finance, deftroys the tax as a meafure 
ef police. In the former inftance, the breed of 
dogs fhould be encouraged to render it produc- 
tive; in the latter, they fhould be deftroyed, 
or our {portimen will become furious on finding 
game lefs plentiful, and the Omfkirk medicine in 
greater demandthanever. This dilemma would 
probably not have happened if the gentleman 
had not been as indifferent a logician as he is a 
financier. I have no doubt but he loves mutton, 
in a fenfe very different to that which Congreve 
has affixed to it in his play of the Old Ba- 
chelor; but whatever may be the defcription of 
haunches that he prefers, whether thofe of mut- 
ton, or thofe that are fo delicious to the tact, 
there certainly will not be a fheep the lefs de- 
? ftroyed 
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{troyed at the year’s end, if the tax is productive, 
and if it is not, the poor rates will lofe the pro- 
mifed relief, and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who cried halves, and claimed the fourths 
of it for himfelf will be woefully difappointed. 


But the tax is highly exceptionable in other 
refpects, it mufi infallibly operate as a fentence 
of death againft animals who are examples of 
gratitude and fidelity to mankind, to whom they 
are at once guardians, companions, and play- 
mates! It is the duty of a legiflator to abftain 
‘moft carefully from whatever has the moft. re- 
mote tendency to brutalize the mind, and fami- 
liarize it with blood, for the object of legiflation 
is to civilize men, and reclaim them from the 
favage ferocity of a fiate of nature. It is a poor 
and pitiful benevolence that does not extend be- 
yond our own fpecies; limited to that narrow 
felfith fphere, it will daily counteract itfelf as we 
advance in life, until it becomes confined en- 
tirely to ourfelves, and as fhrivelled, cold, and 
forlorn, as avarice itfelf can with. . 
a 
” Mr. Dent is an entire ftranger to me, I {carce 
know his perfon, or his character; but though I 
have no reafon to impeach either his humanity or 
his urbanity, I cannot but condemn the tax he 
indifcreetly propofed, and that Parliament as 
indifcreetly. adopted, as extremely injudicious 
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and impolitic, even in a political point of view ; 
for it gives the femblance of truth to the malici- 
ous affertions of Mr. Paine, and authorifes a be- 
lief that the refources of this country muft be 
nearly at their laft ebb, when it is compelled to 
tax animals of domeftic ufe, in order to provide 
for its numerous poor; and the argument derives 
additional force from the avidity with which the 
minifter darted forth, and grappling with the 
pauper, wrefted from his feeble gripe almoft the 
whole of the miferable pittance that was deftined 
exclufively for his fupport. eg | 


Such is the impreffion that this tax, and the 
mode of applying it, muft make on the minds, 
not only of France, that is in determined hofti- 
lity with us, but on the other powers of Europe, 
not one of which but hates us to the full as cordi- 
ally, though in a far lefs dignified manner, as the 
nation with which we are at war. Iam far, very 
far from being arich man; I have merely a com- 
petency, with which, however, I am perfeCly 
fatisfied ; but fcanty as my income is, I would 
cheerfully fubfcribe half of it, rather than that 
the enemy fhould receive an impreffion of our 
weaknefs, fo unfavourable and unjuft, and that 
may ftimulate him to continue hoftilities in the 
vain and fallacious hope of obtaining a {peedy 
and complete triumph over this country. It is 


no fecret that every art has been employed to fe- 
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duce the directory into an fuch opinion, and formi- 
dable, not to fay invincible, as the obftacles are to 
the fuccefs of fuch a wild and impolitic enterprife, 
it appears to have made a terious impreffion on 
men from whom we fhould have expected more 
wifdom, and whofe knowledge and experience 
fhould have better informed them. But govern- 
ments, as well as individuals, are fometimes 
under the influence of the paffions, and, like in- 
dividuals, infenfible to their true interefts. The 
interefts of France require that Great Britain 
fhould retain the rank fhe holds among the na- 
tions of Europe ; it is for the interefts of Europe 
that this rank fhould be affured to her. The po- 
licy that would annihilate the power of this coun- 
try, muft be fhort-fighted indeed, and much nearer 
allied to the vindictive refentment of an impla- 
cable individual, than to that wifdom which 
ought to characterife the councils of a great 
nation. 


It is full time that France and Great Britain, 
recovered from a delirium that has too long ef- 
tranged them, fhould be more juft to each other, 
and exchange their animofity for amity—their 
hoftility, for union. It is full time that the direc- 
tory, with a magnanimity worthy of that energy 
which a love of liberty infpires, and which has 
made tyranny, fhrinking within ittelf, tremble 
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‘for its exiftence, fhould site the vile efforts of 
an alien to impofe upon their underftandings, 
and miflead their judgment ; of an alien who has 
a revenge to gratify, and whofe unnatural ha- 
tred to his native country requires that his affer- 
tions: fhould be received with caution and 
diftruft. eet. 


It is unworthy of France, andabove all, of the | 
glorious animating caufe in which fhe is engaged, 
the caufe of liberty! that a ftranger to her man- 

‘ners, genius, and language, fhould influence 
her councils, inftead of policy and rights, and re- 
gulateher march to grandeur and repofe. It is time 
that both nations, taught wifdom, by adverfity 
fhould fpurn the treachcrouscouncilsof their dead- 
lief foes, and that Great Britain, convinced of her 
follies, fhould ceafe to be miflead by a committee 
of Freneh exiles, fitting injudgment, not only on 
foreigners but on natives. * A committee, com- 
pofed of that defcription of priefts, bifhops, and 
nobles, who are the leaft entitled to the credit 
they have obtained, and the leaft deferving of 
the alms they receive, whofe pernicious influence 
has difhonoured our councils, and prolonged’ 
the calamities of war, and from whom all confi- 
dence will be inftantly withdrawn, if minifters 
confult either their-duty ‘or their fafety. Ina 
word, it is full time that both nations, invited 

’ * Vide Appendix by 
ae by 


Oe ae 


by policy as well as magnanimity, to friendfhip 
and to peace, fhould bury in eternal oblivion all 
remembrance of paft wrongs, and clofe a fangui- 
nary conteft, as deftructive to their interefts as it 
is afflicting for humanity! . 
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REVIEW 


OF 


Mr. PITT’s ADMINISTRATION. 





i Raia man who pronounces on the wifdorh or 
folly of public meafures, from their failure 
or fuccefs, places a greater confidence in events 
than they merit, and makes his judgment a 
lacquey on the accidents of fortune. The mind 
that has no other rule to go by, is more liable 
to commit injuftice than to applaud defert, and 
in matters of high national import, a better 
ftandard fhould be reforted to. his cannot. be 
better explained than by ftating a cafe, and be- 
fore I flate it, it is neceffary to premife, that I 
have purpofely taken very diftant ground from _ 
what I conceive to have been the real object of 
the war, in order to avoid the poffibility of being 
mifreprefented, or fuppofed to mean any inde- 
cent allufion to the King’s fervants ; I will fup- 
I2 pote 
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pofe that the minifter, authorifed to believe front 
the information tranfmitted from France, corro- 
borated by the deplorable ftate of that country 
within, that the complete deftruction of a rivat 
kingdom was an object eafily to be attained, and 
that its accomplifhment was an object of great 
public utility, and highly advantageous to the 
country, whofe interefts were confided to his 
care; let it be fuppofed he was fully perfuaded 
that the political exiftence of a powerful and 
dangerous neighbour could be extinguifhed, and 
that fuch an event would not only leaveus with- 
out an enemy capable of contending with us, 
but infure to us the entire commerce of the 
world, admitting the poffibility of the enterprife, 
and fuppofing it to have been completely fuc- 
cefsful: that France, no longer a vaft and well- 
compacted nation, was broken inte a variety of 
fragments, with fcarce fufficient left of her antient 
domains to afcertain her former extent of territory ; 
her power irretrievably deftroyed, and the pre-emi- 
nence of the Britifh empire affured for ever; if 
fuch an event had been the iffue of the prefent 
conteft, what opinion would have been enter- 
tained of the minifter? He would have been 
extolled and idolized until the vaft arch above us 
re-echoed to our captivated ears the vile plau- 
dits he received ! The event would have juftified 
the bafe attempt of re-plunging a people juf 
caer Eng from darknefs, defpotifm, and defpair, 

into 
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into the brilliant atmofphcre of liberty, to thare, 
in common with ourfelves, the bleffings of a free 
conftitution. The bold and indecent violation 
of all right would have been loft in the fplendor 
of his triumphs, and in the fame degree that he 
would have been applauded in victory, we find 
him defamed, execrated, and blafted in defeat. 


Is this the boafted juftice of mankind ! and is 
a minifier criminal, becaufe he is unfortunate ? 
Yet thus it is in the great code of nations! the 
morality of their actions is a contingency on 
events, and meafures become equitable or wife, 
rafh or iniquitous, as they happen to prove 
ultimately fortunate or unfortunate. There is 
nothing forced, conftrained, or affumed in this 
reafoning. The ftatement is fair. The facts 
upon which it is founded are recent within 
every man’s memory, and cannot be contro- 
verted ; all the proud tics of national honour, 
combined with juftice and policy; all the 
milder and more immediate relations of private 
duty and affection, together with the whole of 
the multifarious barfiers erected by religion and 
morality, in the vain hope of preicribing bounds 
to the rapacity of nations and of men, were fcan- 
daloufly, not to fay impioufly overleaped, and 
Heaven itfelf braved, when the attempt was 
made to dragoon three millions of our fellow 
fubjects into unconditional {ubmiflion. Three mil- 


lions of people, and thefe people our brethren, 
our 
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our friends, and brothers, dragooned into uns 
conditional fubmiffion! It was the fiat of an in- 
dividual, and a worthlefs fenate was‘an accom- 
plice in the infamy.. Unconditional fubmiffion 
was the language of the minifter ; it was that of 
parliament and of the nation. The laft taught 
wifdom by adverfity, compelled the fecond te 
meafure back its ground, and put an end to what 
it ought never to have fanctioned, and the firft 
was difgraced and driven from the power he had 
fatally abufed, not becaufe he was culpable, but. 
becaufe he was UNFORTUNATE. My mo-+ 
tive for referring to this difhonourable conteft, is 
not for the purpofe of palliating the difafters of 
the prefent war, or toabfolve minifters from any 
guilt they may have incurred, either in the ob- 
jects they propofed to themfelves from the con- 
teft, and upon which I am incompetent to judge, 
or from the mode in which they have conduéted 
that conteft, upon which every man is qualified 
to fpeak. 


The purport of this reafoning is to countera@- 
infidious hypocrify, which avails itfelf of difafter 
to promote its own intercfted views, and»that pi- 
teoufly, affects to bewail an event, while it en- 
deavours to turn its unpopularity to a profitable 
account, I am warranted by experience in the 
belief, that many who call the war unjuft and un- > 
neceflary, would haye called it ae 
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expedient if it had been glorious, and, above 
all, if it had fuited their purpofe. Their object 
is to get into office, and every calamity, every 
failure or unfavourable event becomes a lever 
in their corrupt hands, with which they labour 
with an indufiry proportioned to their ne- 
ceffities, in the hope of ultimately forcing the 
minifter out of his place. I beg this may not 
be underftood as applying altogether to the pre- 
fent times, or to every man indifcriminately who 
oppoies the meatures of the crown. I have no 
doubt but there are many who are influenced by 
a fenfe of right, and directed by a judgment ca- 
pable of deciding; but I alfo know, and fo does 
every man elfe, that there are others who are not 
actuated by fuch honourable motives, and who 
only join in the cry in the hope of coming in for 
a fhare of the fpoil, Such men are unworthy of 
the confidence to which they afpire, and they 
trefpafs very much on our forbearance by their 
boatft of public virtue. The mifchiefs done to the 
public jntereft by this defcription of people, is not 
eafily calculated; their motives being known, 
their clamors only give additional vigour and ef- 
fect to the very ruin theyoppofe, and if the mea-~ 
fures of men in power are either weak or wicked, 
the evil is without remedy. When repeated 
experience has convinced the people that the 
claige® againft minifters is the refult of cabal, 
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and that though their meafures are the pretexts, 
their places are the ends ; when the people, de- 

ceived by thefe pretexts, become indifferent to 
~ thofe clamors, and feeling the mortifying convic- 
tion, that whichever party is the victor, they 
alone are the dupes; when gamblers and - 
adventurers of every defcription come forward 
with an impudent boaft of public virtue, and 
pretending an attachment to the intereft of 
the people, claim their confidence and fup- 
port, the honeft man, afhamed of fuch com-~ 
panions, difdains to partake their triumphs, 
and leaves the field of patriotifm to the 
mock combatants that engrofs it. Under \fuch 
circumftances, no wonder that all confidence 
and fupport are withheld, and that the people 
infulted, haraffed, and their patience exhaufted, 
behold the efforts of fuch men with indifference, 
and their profeffions with feorn. When an oppo- 
fition, fallen in the public opinion, has had all . 
confidence withdrawn from it; when its cha- 
ra¢ter counts for lefs in the public eftimation 
than even its numbers, all conftitutional check 
on the fervants of the crown is removed, and 
an apathy favourable to defpotifm is preferred 
rather than refort to the terrible expedient of 
civil war and anarchy for relief, 
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I am very far from afferting that this applies 
in its whole extent to the prefent oppofition ; 
{ know that there are many very deferving, 
and moft excellent charaéters in it—men, no 
lefs eminent for their public virtues and inde- 
pendent minds, than they are for their talents 
and amiable manners ; but I hazard no contra- 
diction, and I am not afraid of giving offence 
when I affert, that the oppofition has not that 
credit with the people which an oppofition ought 
to have, and which can alone enable it to be an 
efficient check on the conduét of minifters. This 
is precifely the misfortune, or rather the evil, of 
which I complain; it is an evil which’ every 
friend to peace, order, and liberty muft fincerely 
deplore, and it well deferves to be traced to its 
fource and explained. It was after many fierce 
efforts in the Houfe of Commons, in which wit, 
argument, truth, policy, and right, had to con- 
tend againft corrupt influence, that the former 
obtained a temporary triumph over the latter, 
and drove Lord North from a fituation to which, 
from the natural indolence of his temper, he was 
only equal in times of profound peace. — 


It was at this epoch that Mr. Fox firft dif- 
played thofe aftonifhing abilities to which pane- 
gyric cannot do fufficient juftice; but having 
enlifted under the banners of a minifter, de- 
ferv@gly unpopular for the part he took againft 
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Mr. Wilkes, to whofe zeal, courage, and per- 
feverance this country has very ferious obligations, 
Mr. Fox partook of the difgrace attached to the 
obnoxious meafures he fupported, and the diffi- 
pations into which he was feduced by fathion 
and example, did not contribute to »give him 
that kind of popularity which in maturer life 
’ could alone haye been worthy of his purfuit oF 
choice. 


_I do not mean any illiberal reflection on the 
‘early manhood of Mr. Fox, when I affert that 
the hazard or pharo tables ought not to be the 
channel to high official troft, and that gaming 
is a vice as mean as it is mifchievous, for it con- 
founds the firft and beft characters in the ftate 
with the loweft and moft vile. It refembles 
death by levelling all diftinctions, and frequently 
by its confequences conduéts its votaries to fui- 
cide, of an ignominious exit. Pharo tables and 
pharo men fhauld be objects of vindictive juttice ; 
the former fhould be configned to the flames, 
and the latter to the beadle, to be fcourged inta the 
wholefome habits ofhoneftinduftry. It is impof- 
fible that Mr. Fox can have forgotten the 
p-tiod to which -I allude, and he muft have 

perfect recollection of the animated fupport 
which Lord North derived from his wonderful 
eloquence, in meafures which were to the«full 
as hoftile to the liberties of the people, as thofe 
which 
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Which he has lately oppofed with an ardor wor- 
thy of his great abilities, and of the facred caufe 
of liberty! worthy of an Englifhman; with an 
ardor which leaves no doubt in my mind of the 
fincerity of his contrition, and which juftifies his 
claim to the applaufe he has received. 


I do not with to travel out of my way to difco- © 
ver matter of reproach again{t a man whom I am 
pleafed to behold anxious to atone for the errors 
of a life moft prodigally mifpent. 1 pafs over his 
quarrel, and the caufe of that quarrel with the 
minifter; I fhall only obferve, that an event 
which foon afterwards happened, gave to private 
refentment, jealoufy, and ambition, all the 
force, fame, and efficacy of public virtue. The 
Ameriean war, fortunately for Mr. Fox, hap- 
pened foon after he broke with Lord North, 
and the fteady manly oppofition that was given 
to a meafure at once iniquitous, impolitic, and 
impracticable, effaced from remembrance all that 
had been deemed offenfive in his character. The 
exceffes in which he had ind ulged were no longer 
condemned, and it was matter of exultation to 
his friends, and of admiration to every one elic, that 
fo much knowledge fhould be acquired, and mat- 
ter of fuch vaft variety and import, ftudied and 
underftood, amidft the diffipations in which he 
was plungedand retained as in a vortex. In propor- 
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angered men’s minds, it added to the popularity 
of Mr. Fox, and this popularity was augmented 
by the folemn pledge he had given to bring the 
minifter to juftice ; convinced of his fincerity, it 
was expected when he came into office, that the 
promite repeatedly given would have been as 
faithfully realized, and the delinquent punifhed. 
But Mr. Fox had acquired his great obje&t, and 
the people who before had been every thing, 
were taught to feel the mortifying and infulting 
diftin¢tion between a man in office and a man 
out of it. They found they were no longer of 
that account in the eftimation of Mr. Fox in 
power, as they had been while ‘he was in oppo- 
_ fition. He had obtained, by the affurances 
he had given, theiy confidence on certain pofi- 
tive conditions, virtually agreed upon by both 
parties, unfortunately it was only fulfilled by one 
ofthem. It was due to the manes of flaughtered 
thoufands ; it was duc to the millions wantonly 
fquandered in a dithonourable conteft; it was 
due to public juftice that a delinquent minifter- 
fhould have been made an example of, and Mr. 
Fox was bound to have put Lord North on his 
trial. But My. Fox in. power paid no attention 
to the promites he Had ppl ini made when 
out of it. 


“ When the devil was id the devil a monk would bey 
“ When the devil was well, the devil a monk was he? 
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On this occafion Mr. Fox may be faid to re- 
femble a thing that is good in the middle, but 
rotten at each end. 


If the people were furprifed and offended at 
the impunity granted to a man whom they had 
been taught to believe would be impeached, 
their anger and furprife were much augmented 
on beholding this impunity affured to him by the 
very man who ftood pledged to bring him to 
juftice—by the very man who had publicly de- 
clared this guilty minifter to be fo infamous, that 
that he would not truft himfelf alone in the fame 
room with him! What the particular infamy was 
that rendered his Lordfhip fo dangerous, I know 
not, but I cannot even yet account for the faci- 
lity with which Mr. Fox forgot that infamy, and 
braved that danger, on any other principle than 
that of getting again into office ; and however 
defirable the object itfelf may have been, I am 
fure the means by which he obtained it, were 
far from honourable or juftifiable. 


The people were alfo of that opinion, and 
thofe who are in the habit of thinking rightly, 
think fo yet. It revealed a very melancholy 
truth to the world, and a very fatal one to the 
reputation of the gentleman himfelf; it fhewed 
the very little confidence that ought to be repofed 
in the profeffions of public men, and that the 
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public gaod is lefs the object of their purfuits, thant 
emolument, power, and diftinction. 


Tt was in the midft of this general and well- 
' founded difcontent, that the people, angered. 
almoft to madnefs, with a man who had im- 
pofed upon them in the firft inftance, and in- . 
fulted them in the fecond, withdrew their confi- 
dence, and transferred to the prefent minifter, 
whofe youth, uncontaminated by the vices of the 
age, was an argument of his integrity, and. 
pleaded moft eloquently in his favour—whofe: 
perfon and whofe name were alike unknown on 
the turf and at the gaming tables, arid who 
feemed ftudioufly to avoid thofe exceffes which 
ftain the infant character of manhood, and leave 
a ftain for life. 


The pardonable irregularities of Mr. Fox, at a 
very early period, had imjured him in the opi-' 
nion of thofe who eftimate the merit of men by 
their parfimony ; there were others, who, with. 
far more liberal ideas, were ill difpofed to con- 
fide the honour and‘Ynterefts of a great empire 
to a man who had been fo fhamefally improvi- 
dent of his own. - The fincerity of Mr. Fox’s 
profeffions in favour of the rights of the people 
was denied by fome, and confidered as very 
equivocal by all thofe who remember his vio~ 
Jence towards the printers, and his attachment 
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to a minifter who was certainly no friend to 
civil liberty. 


It is not my with to do injuftice to any man, 
but the moft partial of thofe who are attached 
to the gentleman in queftion, muft acknow- 
ledge, that the brilliancy of his aurora was 
very much fhaded by diffipated habits, and an 
alacrity to fupport arbitrary meafures, at that 
period of his life when mankind are fuppofed to 
have the beft and pureft affections, with the 
feweit vices. With a character, which to fpeak 
favourably of it, is at leaft equivocal, it was the 
height of indifcretion in Mr. Fox to have coa- 
Jefced with the man whom he had threatened to 
bring to the block, and whom he had alternately 
courted and fpurned; to thofe who attentively 
confider the profeffions and conduct of public 
men, and by comparing the one with the other, 
judge of their merit and reciitude, there was lefs 
in this part of his conduct to furprife than te 
offend, while the nation, indignant at the in- 
fult, or rather fiab, which had been given tq 
public morals, by this more than fcandalous 
union, appreciated the conduct as it deferved, 
and withdrew all confidence from the man who 
had deceived and infulted them. 


It was at this epoch that Mr. Pitt, flow rifing 
above the horizon in all the majefiy of confcious 


dignity, 
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dignity, was hailed by his wounded country as 
its faviour and protector. The engaging fim- 
plicity of youthful innocence gave brilliancy to 
his dawn, while his degraded, fallen adverfary, 
eclipfed by the luftre of a triumphant rival, 
funk into darknefs and oblivion! O God ! it 
was a moment that virtue herfelf might have 
envied him—it was a moment worth centuries 
of fame, and if the fenfibility of Mr. Pitt fhould 
(unhappily for his repofe!) bear any proportion 
to the vigor of his underftanding, the recollection 
of the rich pofiefiion he has loft, muft render 
him the moft wretched of mankind! I fhall not 
ran into the unjuft and illiberal extreme of vulgar 
indifcriminate cenfure ; I thall not pronounce in 
union witha fenfelefs multitude, that a minifter is 
culpable becaufe he is unfortunate; thofe, how- 
ever, who would abfolve Mr. Pitt from all blame, 
say mean well, but their zeal holds no place 
with difcretion, and is likely to do him mif- 
chief, while thofe who attribute the whole of 
our difafters to his criminality, inflict a wrong 
that il] accords with the juftice and generofity of 
an enlightened nation. 


It is a lamentable truth, that mankind have a 
propenfity to precipitate decifion in matters of 
the greatefi moment, while in the trivial concerns 
of common life, they fubmit to the fatigue of 
painful and accurate invefligation before they 
| pronounce, 
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pronounce. If deliberation is neceffary in the 
fatter inftance, it is furely much more {fo in the 
former, where their deareft interefis are no lefs 
concerned than the fame, fortune, or life per- 
haps of a minifter, an admiral, or a general, 
who, in the event of a defeat or calamity, are 
often declared culpable, or perhaps denounced 
as traitors or as cowards, on the very arrival of 
difaftrous intelligence. This is unfair. It is an 
evil of very wide extent and diffufive opera- 
tion; it tends to eradicate every principle of 
juftice from the human mind, and to make men 
little folicitous to deferve a reputation which 
may never be accorded to them, and which, 
when obtained, after many years honeft toil 
and inceffant application, may be torn from 
them by the calumny of a vindictive rival, or 
the accident of a moment. The fame of a mi- 
nifter, or of a commander in chief, ought not to 
be a contingency on chance. Each may have de- 
ferved well in difappointment and defeat, as 
well as in victory or fuccefs; each may have acted 
wifely and done the beft, but fuccefs is a thing 
that reje&ts all difcipline; it fpurns command, 
and is as often, if not more frequently, the com- 
panion of fortune than of merit. It is too much 
the practice of the world to applaud the fortu- 
nate, and while it inflicts on adverfity all the 
odium due to crime, it forgets that events are 
not within the grafp of power, and that dif 
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appointment and defeat do not require the addi 
tional aggravation of injuftice or reproach, ta 
make them more bitter and calamitous, 


To form a ju idea of the adminiftration of 
Mr. Pitt, it will be neceffary to examine the 
whole of it in one compact entire mafs—not in 
pitiful detail--not any particular meafure that 
the malice of party may feize and faften upon 
as moft favourable to their purpofe, It will 
alfo be neceffary to recollect the fituation of the 


~ country, when the united voice of that coun- 


try vociferoufly called on him to affume the 
adminiftration of her deareft interefts. The 
difgraceful circumftances that marked that pe- 
riod are not yet beyond our memory and obfer. 
vation; they are yet very diftinct to our vifion, 
and we are in fome fort the victims of their tur+ 
pitude, for the Joft and bankrupt. charadler .of 
oppafition at that moment, releafed minifters 
from the reftraint they would have been under, 
if their opponents had held that dignified rank 
in the public mind, which can alone render an 
oppofitien a check on weak and guilty men, 
and which an oppofition influenced by public 
virtue, and intent folely on the public good, 
will ever poffefs.; but the confidence was for- 
feited almoft as foon as it was granted. The 
people beheld with equal anger and furprife, that 
an adminiftration pretending to public virtue, 

had 
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had commenced its career by a marked contempt 
of one of the conditions on which it came into 
“power, and by fuperfeding an admiral * command- 
ing in chief, in the very moment and fplendor of 
victory, not to reward merit of equal pretenfions 
in another, but to enable a man + to repair his 
ruined fortunes who had been beggared at the 
gaming table. The coalefcing with Lord North, 
whom they had fupplanted and ftood pledged to 
punifth, completed their difgrace, and deftroyed 
in a great degree the credit of future oppofitions. 
The nation, difgufied and difheartened, re- 
fented the deception, and gave to minifters a 
confidence which they have of late almoft as 
il managed as their predeceffors. 


The fubfequent conduct of a part of that op- 
pofition has not contributed to infpire the people 
‘with much confidence in the profeffions of 
public men, nor with much reverence for men 
decorated with great names. .The marine phrafe _ 
introduced 


*® Lord Rodney. ¥ Admiral Pigott. 


¢ If fome men of this defcription; men whofe only inhe- 
ritance is their wealth or coronets ; whofe education, conduct, 
and capacities would difgrace a ftable yard, and who have the 
folly to expeét, and the infolence to require the homage due only 
to talents and integrity, fhould reprefent me as an enemy to arif= 
tocracy ; if, (for there are fuch charaéters even in this country) 
they fhould be joined in this calumny by thofe who cringe and 
angle on nobility ; by thofe whofe proftituted minds, inca- 
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introduced as a device by a profeffional man of 
the party, was no longer the fignal of union. 


pable of elevation, run after titles, and give them the attributes 
of divinity; if thefe men, thefe he-goffips, who barter their 
freedom for a dinner at the table of a:peer, and who at once 
fycophants and tale-bearers, trot about the ftreets from morn- 
ing till night, picking up anecdotes, fcandal, or news for his 
Lordfhip or Grace; if thefe men fhould join in the malevo- 
lent whifper, and propagate by faint echoes, for they have not 
the courage to {peak out, the flanders of their mafter, it is to my 
general condué&t—it is to my converfation and my writings—it 
is to the honeft teftimony of an impartial world that I appeal, 
to vindicate me from their vile and injurious falfhoods. 


I agree with Mr. Burke, that the nobility are the Corin- 
thian order in the ftate, and as fuch, I am ever ready to refpect, 
and in cafe of neceffity, tu defend them with all the vigour that 
a feeble arm can exert; but when the miferable imitations of a 
bungling carpenter which uphold an ill-conftruéted pent, is 
prefented to my vifion as the rich columns of Vitrivius, which 
ought alone to grace and dignify the grand portico of the Britifh | 
temple, my indignation is excited in proportion to the infult 
offered to my underftanding, and I pity the fool that miftakes 
a poft for a pillar. 


High founding titles may have operated as a talifman on 
the uninformed minds of our rude anceftors in the extinguifhed 
days of feudal vaffalage, but in thefe more enlightened times, far 
different ideas are annexed to titles. Men have learnt to forma 
better eftimate of things, and itis reafon, not prejudice or igno« 
rance, that appreciates their value. In men who are noble, 
either by defcent or creations we expett to fee the noblenefs of 
virtue and of talents juftifying their proud claim to diftinétion ; 
but when the blockhead or the knave, vain of his coronet, pre 
fents that bauble as a. certificate of his fenfe or of his honefty, i it i 
‘not merit that we behold rewarded, but vice or folly dignified. 
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“<A pull, a flrong pull and a pull all together,” 
was certainly good council. They pulled, and 
pulled firongly, but not all together; they pulled 
in different directions, the rope broke, and down 
they all fell, fome fcrambled one way, fome ano- 
ther; one man got f{nug into the Admiralty; 
another, curbed by age, avarice, and difeafe,* 
hid himfelf and one of his children under a large. 
table; a third ftole off for the Horfe Guards; a - 

fourth ran into the Treafury; a fifth fet off for Ire- 
Jand, and came back again, afhamed of what he 
had done; a fixth fneaked off quictly away to 
Lincoln’s Inn ,wwhile a feventh, more crafty thanall 
the reft, made a dart at the Exchequer, and feiz- 
ing in his mercilefs gripe all he could find, fcam- 
pered off with his pelf to Beaconsfield. 


* What confidence or tefpect can the people have in its 
minifters or in parliament, when they find, by lamentabie ex- 
perience, that the former canuot carry on the public butinefs 
without fubmitting to the exactions of avarice in the latter. I 
do not like to recur to names, nor is it ceceflary ; but what fer- 
vices can the fecoiid fon of this wretched mifer have rendered to 
his country, to entitle him to the enormous finccure obtained 
for him by his father? If it fhould be faid that the minifter could 
not have had the fupport of the latter without this arrangement, 
or rather donation toa boy at fchool, I anfwer, that it was one 
of thofe abufts that call loudly for remedy, and that muft be re< 
medied, if it is meant to preferve the conftitution ; and if his 
Lordthip had the indecency to exact fach a conceflion as the 
terms upon which he would alone agree to quit oppofition, and 
fupport the fervanis of the crown, it isa ward in Bridewell that 
he fhould occupy, and not a feat in the Britifh cabinet. 
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The reft were left on the pavé; but taught 
wifdom by experience ; I hope they feel the ne- 
eeffity in this perilous moment of a condué& 
more corre, and hereafter prove, that what they 
want in nuthbers, they will make good in zéal, 
talents, and integrity. In repeating what has 
become hiftory, I mean no offence to the indi- 
viduals of any party; my object is to account for 
the prefent deplorable ftate of the oppofition in 
this country, and not to compliment the prefent . 
adminiftration with having acquired confidence 
in proportion as their opponents have loft it. No 
fuch thing, the fecurity of the former arifes lefs 
from the juftice of their claims, than from the 
_ difficulty of replacing them ; the queftion is not 
fo much whether they deferve their fituations, as 
who can be found worthy of the public confi- 
dence to fucceed them. If minifters have lately 
loft ground, oppofition has not gained any, and 
but for the extraordinary events which have 
fhaken the repofe of the world for a century per- 
haps, the latter would long fince have glided 
down the ever ebbing ftream of time, and have. 
been totally forgotten. The eddy of a current 
is always in proportion to its rapidity. 


The innumerable events which have occurred 
fince Mr. Fox refumed the dignified and impor- 
tant ftation of a chief of a party, have by their 
wonderful velocity and fucceffion, forced him 


back again upon our notice, to fomething like 
the 
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the pofition he held before the clofe of the Ame= 


rican war. It remains with minifters to exclude 
him from the honours of a fecond triumph, by 
adopting wifer councils, and purluing better 
meafures. If my information is correct, he has 
no objection to fuch a compromife ; I am affured 
that if he can gain fomething for the country, 
he will defire nothing for himfelf, and I am in- 
clined to believe him fincere in this declaration, 
from what I have heard of his general habits, 


Having rendered this juftice.to Mr. Fox, I 
feel it a duty to repel a calumny, to which, by 
fupporting it, he has given a degree of credit 
highly unworthy of his juftice, if his information 
on the fubject is complete, and difgraceful to 
his candor and liberality, if he has taken the 
matter upon truft, as an expedient to affect a 
change in his Majefty’s councils. An unpopular 
war is at all times a very hazardous meature, 
and it was more fo for Mr. Pitt than than for 
any former minifter; his reputation was pledged 
to a fyftem of ceconomy, and it was decidedly 
the obje& he had moft at heart, and to which 
he had evidently given the moft unremitting at- 
tention. His intereft, his duty, his own parti- 
cular bent of mind, the purfuits the moft accep- 
table to him, all confpired to difpofe him to 
peace in preference to war, and (exclufive of 
facts and documents from which no appeal can 
be made) ftrongly prove, that he was reluctantly 
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forced into meafures obnoxious to his inclina- 
tions, and which of all others was the mofi fatal - 
to his favourite object, and the moft hazardous 
to engage in.. Thefe are facts well known, and 
with thefe in our memory, there is fomething 
worfe than calumny in afferting that “he — 
fought. the war, and travelled out of his road to 
find the firumpet, and bring her home to his 
dwelling. It was not for the purpofe of replacing 
the head of Lewis the Sixteenth on his mutilated 
body, that an Englifh minifter would have dared 
to have gone to war; neither was it to.extricate 
the haplefs Queen, whofe fortitude in affliction 
eclipfes the boafted heroifin of man, from the la- 
byrinth of a prifon and the affaffins of her-huf 
band; morally fpeaking, fuch an attempt in an 
individual would have been laudable, and, if 
fuccefsful, entitled to all the honours of chivalry, 
but nations are not to turn night-errants, and 
run wild after adventures. Kingdoms have one 
policy and individuals another; what would be 
heroic in a man, might be vicious and unpar- 
donable in a ftate. The latter has the happi- 
nefs of millions in charge, and muft confult the 
fecurity and profperity of the whole ; the other 
expofes only himfelf or his family, and may be 
permitted an act of extravagance in favour of 
difireffed humanity, without incurring much 
cenfure, or producing any calamity of ferious 
extent to the community. vile is abfurd to fup- 
pole 
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pofe that minifters could ever have been fo in- 
difcreet as to attach any ferious importance te 
names; it is of little confequence what name the 
man bears to whom the interefts of a nation are 
confided, whether it is Legendre or Burke, pro- 
vided thofe interefts are faithfully adminiftered ; 
nor can | believe that it was ever an object for 
which minifters would have hazarded a conteft, 
whether France was a monarchy or a republic; 
and though for very obvious reafons they might 
prefer the former, they ought not, and could not, 
in jufiice, have made any objection to the latter. 
How far they might have been difpofed to go to 
war, I cannot take upon me to decide, but from 
what I had oceafion to obferve towards the clofe 
of the year 1792, and the commencement of the 
year 1793, and fo far as my penetration enabled 
me to judge of the intentions of Mr. Pitt, I have 
every reafon to believe they were perfectly pa- 
cific. Iam even perfuaded that he was averfe to 
hoftilities, until the executive council left him 
no other alternative. 


The great ground of argument with oppofi- 
tion is, and it would be very high and inaccef- 
fible, if they could keep it as eafily as they have 
taken it, that M. Maret came over to this coun- 
try to treat, and that minifters refufed to treat 
with him. This affertion is in all its parts the 


very reverfe of truth, and it has always been 
M _ matter 
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matter of very great concern to me, that Mr. 
Fox, whom I with to fee regarded as an autho- 
rity, fhould have perfifted in affertions which I‘ 
have it in my power fo completely to contradict. 
The origin and conduét of the war are two very 
diftinét things, and as the latter has certainly 
been at once erroneous and difaftrous, it’ is an’ 
act of juftice to keep them feparate and diftinét, 
that minifters fhould not have more to anfwer 
for than is confiftent with facts. If the war was 
unavoidable, as I truft it will hereafter appear, 


-minifters will be abfolved from a great portion of 


blame, and all the criminality annexed to ap 


greflion. 


It is not probable that I hold any place in the 
affections of Mr. Fox, perhaps I hold as littlein © 
thofe of Mr. Pitt. If the feverity with which T 
have cenfured a conduct which appeared to me 
highly _reprehenfible, excludes me from his 
friendfhip, I have certainly a claim to his juftice. 
I think too highly of his mind, not lefs manly 
than fplendid, to believe it capable of intentional 
wrong, and differing with him as I have done, I 
feel affured he will give me credit for veracity, 
and pay that attention to the information he will 
receive, which is due to truth. i get 


“At the period the moft awful as country, 
and the moft difficult for her minifters, Mr. Fox . 
. é was. 
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was in the habit of fceing M, Chauvelin, who, to 
his other indifcretions, made it an argument of 
merit with his employers, that he was in confi- 
dential intercourfe with thofe who were in direét 
hostility to the meafures of the fovereign to whom 
he was accredited, and with whofe minifters alone 
he ought to have communed on public affairs 
re{pecting the interefts of the two nations. 


The folly and impropriety of this conduét in 
the French envoy would not have had any impor- 
tance annexed to it, if it had not been coante- 
nanced by the French executive council. If M. 
Le Brun and his affociates had wifhed well to 
this country ; if it had really been their with to 
avoid hofiilities, they would carefully have ab- 
ftained from whatever might have given umbrage 
or excited the jealoufy of government; and, 
_ above all, they would have reprimanded their en- 
voy, if their difpofitions towards Great Britain 
had been pacific, when he made a proud boatt, 
and urged it as an argument for his being conti- 
nucd after they had recalled him: that hou he 
was ill with minifters, he was well with oppofition. 
They did no fuch thing ; on the contrary, they 
admitted the plea, and allowed him to remain. 


I will not diftrefs Mr. Fox by afking him the 
interpretation.that ought to be given to this con- 
duct in the executive council, but I call upon 
him to fay what he would have thought, while 
M 2 he 
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he was ih office, of any foreign minift-r who 
would have aéted as M. Chauvelin, and what 
confidence he would have had in the pacific de- 
clarations of the court.that employed and courite- 
nanced him? At the period to which I allude, 
the French envoy in England fhewed his in- 
fiructions to a gentleman who is much in the 
confidence of Mr. Fox, to whom ¥ am well 
known, and who is in Parliament, and thefe 
infiructions pofitively ftated that the “ Scheldt 
“ would not be given up, and that Le Brun was 
“ refolved to infift upon the acknowledgment of the 
« French republic in the perfon of M. Chawvelin, pre- 
< Timinary to all explanation of the differences that 
«had arifen.” As to M. Chauvelin, he made no 
fecret of declaring, that if he was not received at 
St. James’s, the height of his ambition would be 
to Jeave this country with a declaration of war. 


eis | 


If there was any real caufe for a mifunder- 
fianding between the two nations, this gentleman 
had nothing conciliatory in his temper to have 
foftened matters, and to have difpofed the two 
governments to peace, and if it was the mutual 
wifh of each party to feck a pretext for quarrel, 
Yrance certainly could not have felected a better 
object for the purpofe. The conduct of the exe- 
cutive council in-chufing at fuch a moment a 
man with fuch little capacity, dignity, and tem- 
per, wul ferve, I hope, as a negative leffon of 

advice 
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advice to Lord Grenville in his diplomatic ar- 
rangements, 


The communication made by the French mi- 
nifter of his inftructions, to a gentleman in 
avowed hoftility to government, argued no fa- 
vourable difpofition towards that government. 
That Mr. Fox fhould have every information 
in my power to give him, I will ftate in detail 
the entire hiftory of the irregular communications 
which afterwards enfued through other chan- 
nels than that of M. Chauvelin, at leaft as far as 
I was concerned in them, andI will prove to 
him by the authority of M. Maret, of whom I 
fhall ever fpeak with affection and refpect, that 
at the time he obtained the interview with Mr. 
Pitt, he had neither miffion nor authority to fee 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor any 
other minifter, nor to treat on public affairs. 
Mr. Fox, on what authority I know not, has 
always pertinacioufly afferted the contrary, and 
on a late debate, when he propofed a change of 
fyftem,* this charge was renewed, and the mi- 
nifter accufed in direct terms of having provoked 
the war, by refufing to fee M. Maret, when he 
came over authorifed to treat. 


It fhall be my bufinefs to prove, that M. Maret, 
in the firft inftance, had no fuch obje@ ; and in 
* In May 1796, a few days previous to the diffolution of 


Parliament, 
the 
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the fecond, he declined applying for an inter 
view, until he had received frefh inftraGions, 
which he fuppofed would have been neceflary, 
from the circumftance of M. Chauvelin Tes 
been ordere d to quit the kingdom. 


. This is not the place to enter into the objects 
of the:war, or of the conduét of it. On the one 
, lam not competent to decide, and as to the other, 
it is before the world, and unfortunately needs 
neither ‘herald nor hiftorian. My object is. to 
prove that France'was more difpofed to war than 
to peace, and'that fhe not only declared the war, 
but ‘provoked >it. | 


‘When I returned to this country, after a res 
fidence of many years on the continent, I pres 
ferved by correfpondence the intimacies I had 
made, and my attachment toa rational, well- 
ordered liberty was well known in the different 
countries where I had refided ; it: procured me 
the friendfhip, and an epiftolary intercourfe with © 
thofe at Paris, who, as well as myfelf, confidered 
revolutions as ‘neceflary, only in the degree that 
they are conducive to the happinefs and free-+ 
dom of mankind. . A miffion with’ which I had 
been charged to the Prince Bifhop of Liege, and 
which proved 1 had been in relation with the 
minifter, was no‘fecret at Paris, and the known 
circumftances attending that miffion were very 

eel far 
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far from injuring me in the opinion of thofe with 
whom I correfponded. 


In the month of September I faw a perfon from 
Le Brun, who wifhed to obtain, through me, an 
interview with the minifter, but having reafon 
to fufpect the good faith of the principal, and 
having no perfonal knowledge of the agent, I 
declined interfering. Some other applications 
were made to me, which, from the little impor- 
tance annexed to them, I did not think myfelf 
authorifed to communicate to government. Much 
about this time, a perfon whofe father has had 
an high official fituation in France, and with 
whofe family I had lived in habits of intimacy, 
called frequently upon me, and as he had been 
in the diplomatic line, and to a very excellent 
underftanding, added a very fincere love of 
peace and good order, our converfations were 
without referve. ‘Towards November they af- 
fumed a confequence which made me more atten~ 
tive to them than ufual, and on the 13th of that 
month it ftruck me as fo very important, that I 
begged leave of my friend to commit it to paper.* 


- This is the origin of the interview which M. 
Maret’ afterwards had with Mr. Pitt, and it de- 
ferves attention, not only from its matter, but 
its date, for it was at that period that the ftorm 


* Vide Appendix. No. I. : 
which 
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: which has fince fatally barft upon both countries; 
affumed a very ill foreboding afpeét. It is alfo 
worthy of obfervation, that the executive coun- 
cil had made up their minds at this time on the. 
part they had refolved to take. It is alfo very 
evident, that unacquainted with the force and 
genius of our language, they attributed every ar- 
dent expreffion in favour of liberty, to an impa- 
tient defire to fubvert the government ; and as 
our debating focieties at this period held. bold, 
animated language, which appeared to the 
French ‘as the extreme of violence, the execu- 
tive council looked upon a revolt as inevitable. 
This error arofe no lefs from the difference of 
the two languages, than from the exagge- 
rated accounts which were fent to Paris, of 
the ftate of the public mind in this country. 
The warmth with which an Englifhman ex- 
preffes himfelf is very liable to be ntifunder- 
ftood and mifinterpreted by thofe foreigners 
who are not well acquainted with our manners 
and our language ; and hence one caufe of the 
error into which Le Brun and his colleagues 
were betrayed, and hence the caufe of the un- 
deferved reproaches which fome of thefe debating 
focieties incurred. I have printed the note ex- 
actly as it was taken in the prefence of the per- 
fon with whom. I converfed, omitting nothing 
but fome wild affertions refpecting the views and 
influence of thefe focicties, which he, as well as 
the 


4 
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the reft of his countrymen, confidered as means 
in the laft refort, to force the Britifh cabinet to 
chufe between difhonourable conceffion and a 
war, which they confidered would place the mi- 
nifter fo completely between two fires, that go- 
vernment, affailed at the fame time by civil infur- 
rection and foreign hoftility, would inevitably 
fall, and this country, incapable of mifchief, 
would fall into impotency and ruin by their own 
diftractions. 


Such I aver on the faith of an honeft man, 
were the delufive hopes entertained by Le Brun, 
and many others, whe, unfortunately for both 
nations, had more power and influence at that 
moment than fenfe and difcretion, and whofe 
fatal errors moft probably accelerated the terrible 
crifis that foon after happened. It unquefiionably 
was the policy of this country to obferve the 
firicteft neutrality, and this policy was fo obvi- 
ous, that miniflers would certainly not have de~ 
parted from it, if phey had not been compelled, 
ce neft pas affex quune nation foit pacifique, il ee 
gue toutes les deux le foient. 

I had frequent interviews after this period 
(the 13th November) with the fame perfon; he 
came to me very often, and on the return of the, 
courier he had difpatched to Paris, he affured- 
me he was authorifed_ to requeft an interview 

me with 
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with Mr. Pitt; and defired my good offices to 
ebtain it. I defired him to ftate himfelf to the 
minifter that-he had fomething to communicate 
on the part of the executive.council, and begged 
to know when he could be honoured with an in- 
terview. This he declined, affuring me that fo 
many unfuccefsful efforts had been made to get 
accefs both to Lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt, that 
he was difcouraged, and again urged me to ufe my 
intereft in confideration of the great ftake at iffue. 
No lefs ardent than himfelf to prevent the cala- 
“mities of war, I defired him not to deceive me, and 
lead me. to.an error, which he would do, if he 
was not really authorifed by Le Brun. He fo- — 
Jemnly protefted that he was, and having fome 
reafon to believe that he had been prefled to 
make ufe of my agency by Le-Brun, I communi- 
cated the information to Mr. Pitt, that a perfon was 
in town who had a matter of importance relative 
to the two countries to communicate to him. 
I was requefted to name him, but this I declin- 
ed, until I had a pofitive affurance that he would 
be received,* and a rendezvous given ; but be- 
fore the meeting took place, I again preffed the 
perfon not to deceive me, that it would prevent 
my interference again, and defeat the very pur- 
poefe it was his with to obtain. I ftated the ridi- 
cule he would draw on himfelf, and the anger 
he would incur, if he was not really authorifed by 


* Vide Appendix, No. II. | 
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the executive council to requeft the interview T 
had obtained for him—that there was fufficient 
time to obtain inftruétions, and that the inter- 
view, under pretence of indifpofition, might be 
eafily poftponed for a few days, in which a 
meflenger might go to Paris and return: 
Mr, **** again’ protefted that “he was autho- 
rifed to fee Mr. Pitt, and we seals 


A confidential a of the minifter faw him 
at my houfe; what I had fufpeGed was then 
evident, it was not him, but another that was 
authorifed to confer with the minifter, and «vhen 
this fecond perfon was produced to Mr. Pitt, 
he had no more to ftate, and had as little autho- 
rity from the exeeutive council to enter into any 
difcuffion as the firft.* This perfon is the very 
gentleman whom Mr. Fox has pofitively and in- 
variably afferted came over to treat with mi- 
nifters, and that minifters refufed to fee him. 


The miffion of M. Maret to England at this 
time related folely to the domeftic concerns of 
the late Duke of Orleans ; and it is a juftice due | 
to the integrity of the former, to fay, that he 
never pretended to have had any other. Itis alfo 
a juftice due to this gentleman to declare, that 
he was ftrenuoufly againft the war, and as 
anxious as it was poflible to preferve a good un- 

* Vide Appendix, No. III. 
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derftanding between the two nations: He had 
a fincere unaffected refpect for the Englifh na- 
tion, and was well calculated to have prevented, 
by his conciliatory and engaging difpofition, the 
fatal extremity to wh ich both countries have been 
driven, if he had been allowed to return, after’ 
his interview. with Mr. Pitt, charged with full 
powers to difcufs the important objects which ir- 
ritated the two nations to madnefs. 


Ido not know upon what authority Mr. Fox 
has taken upon him to charge,.in_ direct» terms, 
the minifter with a decided averfion to enter, into 
an amicable difcuffion with the French govern- 
ment, of: the. matters that feemed offenfive to 
both, previous to the unfortunate conteft. that 
infued. Mr. Fox had the-means, of better infor- 
mation, if M. Chauvelin had been either faithful 
to his truft, or explicit ; and tochave gone upon 
random report ;. to have brought.a charge againft 
a minifter, which, if true, fhould render him 
refponfible as far as his forfeit life can atone for 
crimes fo great, for all the blood that has been 
fhed, and the millions that have been {quan- 
dered, without firong and fufficient evidence of 
the fast, may be the vile expedient of a diftreffed 
and hungry faction, impatient to get into of- 
fice, upon any terms, and by any means; but it 
is unworthy of a great and dignified mind afpiring — 
to the government of a vaft empire, and fully ca- 

4 pable 


K-63" 


pable of conducting its various complicated in- 
terefis. Whatever may have been the fources of 
Mr. Fox’s information; whoever may have been 
his correfpondents, either. in this country or in 
France, I will take upon me to affert, and I 
have it under the hand of the party,* whofe 
anger for expofing his letters, I will hazard in a 
caufe fo juft, and truft to his generofity for pardon- 
ing, what under any other circumftances, or 
from any other motive, would have been a grofs 
indecorum. I am fatisfied from the manner in 
which M. Maret has always expreffed himfelf of 
Mr. Pitt, that he would have authorifed the 
publication of the letter I have produced, and 
done juftice to the cordiality with which he was 
received, and to the pacific fentiments of the 
minifter, at the conference into which he was 
betrayed. 


I have already ftated that the perfon who had 
repeatedly applied to me to obtain an interview 
with the minifter, under repeated affurances that 
he had a communication to make from the exe- 
cutive council, had no fuch authority. 1 have 
alfo ftated, that the perfon whom he produced 
whem the rendezvous was given, was M. Maret, 
and that M. Maret had as little authority as his 
friend ; and on penetrating through this intrigue, 
J had reafon to be offended at the faltchood 


* Vide Appendix, No. IV. : 
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practifed upon me in the firft inftance, and on 
the minifier in the fecond. In confequence of 
this deceit, the caufe of which I will explain at a 
future period, I wrote to Le Brun, and to the 
‘party that had impofed upon me; M. Maret, in a 
lettér dated Paris, January 11, 1793; in anfwer 
to a warm remonfirance on the conduc& of his 
friend, very candidly acknowledges that he was 
neither a fecret agent, nor charged with any mif- 
fion. (Vide Appendix, No. IV.) 


That fuch was not his object is certainly true, 
and I have his authority for afferting, that Mr. Pitt 
acknowledged it would give him great pleafure 
to ‘* treat with him (M. Maret) as.a confidential 
“© perfon from the French executive, council.” This 
certainly did not look like an infolent contempt 
of the French nation, or an unwillingnefs on. the 
part of the minifter to treat with the French go- 
vernment, M, Maret was fo well pleafed with 
his reception, that he fully expected to have been 
authorifed, by the return of the courier, whom 
he. difpatched to, Paris, to treat confidentially 
with government; and if he had acted with lefs 
franknefs towards M. Chauvelin; if he had 
not informed the French envoy, already alarmed, 
and jealous of every Frenchman that arrived, 
of the interview, it is very probable that Le 
Brun would have acceded to the folicitations 
of M. Maret; but M. Chauvelin, jealous that 

a con- 
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a conference fhould have been granted, and 
apprehenfive that he would be fupplanted, 
counteracted the projects of the man whom he 
confidered as his rival, and exerted himfelf 
fo fuccefsfully on the firft information of what 
had happened, that the anfwer tran{mitted 
from the executive council contained a fevere 
reprimand, and forbidding M. Maret, in ra- 
ther angry terms, to enter into any explanation 
whatever, or even to fpeak to Mr. Pitt on the 
fubject of public affairs, ordered him to refer 
the Englifh minifter to M. Chauvelin, who 
was furnifhed with the proper explanations, 
and to return to Paris immediately. He was 
at my houfe when the difpatch arrived, and 
I read it with the more furprife and indig- 
nation, on finding that Le Brun had reported 
to the convention, that Mr. Pitt, alarmed, 
had folicited an interview with the fecret agents 
of the executive council in England, but that he 


(Le Brun) had exprefsly forbidden them to have 
any communication with the Englifh minifter, 
but to refer him to the ambaffador of the re- 
public. 


It was in confequence of this report, as infolent. 
as it was unjuft, that'I wrote to Le Brun,* that 
he might retract an error in which I found my- 
felf involved, and which altered very materially 


* Vide Appendix, No. V. 
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the pofition of the two governments, and might 
have'a very mifchievous influence on their re- 
fpective proceedings. I will fubmit it to the can- 
dor of Mr. Fox, to fay whether Le Brun, if 
he had been well difpofed towards this coun- 
try, would have fo fcandaloufly mifinterpret- 
ed that conference ; or if the executive council 
would have permitted it, if they had not been 
well inclined to irritate and provoke minifters. 
into a conteft, and which it was the firm belief 
in Paris would infiantly occafion a revolt through- 


out this country? . 


This I aver asa fact, and fo fully aflured were 
the French of the fact, fo fatally deceived had 
they been, either by bad men of their own coun- 
try, or bad men in this, that one of the fecret 
agents, for there were a conftant fupply of them, 
affured me, that ‘* fuch was the actual frate of 
<< Great Britain, that we did not dare to call out 
<<‘ the militia.” If I had reafon to be offended 
with the firft report of Le Brun, I had much 
more caufe of difpleafure at the fécond ; nor did 
I till this epoch defpair of peace, notwithftand- 
ing my letters from Paris were calculated to pre- 
pare me for an event which my friends forefaw 
was inevitable.* ‘The whole of M. Le Brun’s 
conduct throughout this correfpondence, was 
marked with fuch firong duplicity, and fuch 


* Vide Appendix, No, VI. 
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evident averfion to an amicable arrangement with 
this country. He was fo eager to feize on every 
trifling occurrence, and to make the moft of 
every trifling event, that, incenfed at his per- 
fitting to inflame the people againft this coun- 
try, I wrote a very fevere reproof to the perfon 
whom I confidered as the caufe of the errors into 
which Le Brun, Briffot, ‘and others had fallen, 
and efpecially as I found the French Minifter 
obfiinately refolved to bring forward the falfhood 
of which I complained, on every occafion where 
he thought it would anfwer his purpofe. | 


It is rather extraordinary that there fhould be 
fuch little agreement on this occafion between 
the declarations of M. Le Brun, and the affer- 
tions of Mr. Fox. The former of thefe gentle- 
men goes to the French convention in the cha- 
racter of fecretary of ftate, and exultingly tells 
them that the Englifth minifter, humbled and 
alarmed, has provoked a conference with the 
fecret agents of the republic in London, but that 
they had been forbidden to enter into any dif- 
cuffion with him on public affairs; while the 
latter gentleman as obftinately maintains that 
Mr. Pitt refufed to fee a perfon who had been 
fent over on purpofe to treat with him, and which 
that perfon as peremptorily denies.* 


* Vide Appendix, No. IV. 
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' Tt does not become me to decide which of the 
two gentlemen on this occafion is worthy of 
credit. Mr. Fox is: equally unfortunate in af 
feribing the war to the minifter, and no lefs fo in 
afferting, that the French nation was difpofed ‘to 
peace. If-he will give himfelf the trouble to refer 
to the Appendix, No: I. he will find a contrary 
difpofition announced, even in November, 1792, 
and if any credit is due to the. information of 
_M. Maret, it will be feen that’ England only — 
furnifhed one caufe of war in the ‘abufive lan- 
guage of two gentlemen in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, (Meffrs. Burke and Windham) while France 
was ftimulated to quarrel withus by her enthufiafm 
and her victories; by her pride, by her courage, 
and by her refources, all of which M. Maret very 
candidly acknowledges, on the 5th of January, 
1793, are the great obftacles that he finds to an 
amicable arrangement, but which he oppofes with 
a boldnefs and a freedom worthy of his talents 
and his virtues.* The day previous to his writing 
to me I had written to him, and my letter proves 
that it was to the folly, or fomething worfe, of Le 
Brun, that I imputed the war, which it was eafy 
to forefee was’ inevitable. I have other docu- 
ments in my poffeffion, which all tend to prove 
that France was too much intoxicated with her 
fuccefs, and too confident that fhe was invincible, 
to keep any meafures with a nation whom it was 
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her misfortune to behold in no other light than 
as a very powerful neighbour and rival, and 
whom fhe thought it was neceffary to humble, 
if not to crufh. As January advanced, my 
hopes of peace decreafed, yet my efforts were 
continued, and in confequence of a communica- 
tion from M. Le Brun, accompanied by a num- 
ber of queftions, I wrote to him on the od of 
January, 1793,* very fully in anfwer to all that 
had been: demanded, 


My letter, dated the 11th of January,+ was 
another exhortation to peace, in the vain hope, 
that Le Brun would have feen by my repeated 
remonftrances, how very much his own fortunes 
depended on the prefervation of peace, indepen- 
dent of far more important confiderations. Dif- 
heartened at the gloomy profpect, and offended at 
his duplicity and rafhnefs, I wrote to him for the 
Jaft time, on the 18th of the fame month, and 
clofed a fruitlefs correfpondence with him for 
ever.t I did not, however, renounce all in- 
tercourfe with M. Maret, in whom I had the fa- 
tisfaion to behold united great talents with 
great franknefs, and a very ardent and unaffected 
with that the two nations fhould live in peace 
and amity. The wifeft courfe that this country 
could have taken, and the policy to which fhe 
long fince fhould have reforted, was an alliance 

* Vide Appendix, No. IX. + Vide Appendix, No. X, 
} Vide Appendix, No. XI. ao 
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with France. It was the with of feveral with 
with whom I had lived in habits of intimacy, 
and a meafure that I took the liberty to fuggeft 
to Mr. Pitt in 1786, when the commercial 
treaty was under confideration ;* whether an 
union fo defirable in itfelf, and fo neceffary to 
the intereft, not only of the two nations, but of 


* I do not arrogate to myfelf the merit of this idea, although it 
had ftruck me as politic and praticable early in 1 781. It was 
evident, that if fuch an union could be affected between the two 
greateft nations in Europe, that the peace of the world would be 
affured for ever, and that both countries would be at liberty to 
cultivate the arts of peace; in the courfe of my rambles un thé 
continent I met, in 1785, with a French nobleman who was on 
the eve of coming over from the French minifter, the Duc 
d’Aiguillon, (father to the prefent Duke) foon after the peace 
of 1763, with a fimilar project to our government. He had 
the goodnefs to tell me the outline of the meditated alliance, and 
asa proof of the fincerity of the French Court, and to avoid 
giving any caufe of jealoufy to England, France would have of- 
fered to limit her navy to fifty fail of fhips of war. A change of 
councils prevented this offer being made, and with the permiffion 
of the perfon who communicated it to me, I fent the account to 
Mr. Pitt. Would to heaven he had adopted the idea! It isa 
lamentable refieétion that the two greateft, and by far the moft 
civilized and intelligent nations in Europe, fhould live in ran- 
corous ard perpetual hoftility to each other, contrary to their 
own happinefs and intereft, contrary to the ee and in- 
tereft, perhaps, of all the world! ‘That a wifer policy may re- 
{pectively influence their future councils, and that they may 
foon ceafe to be enemies, will ever be the ardent prayer of a 
man who offers his reflections to the world, for perhaps the 
the laft time, on a variety of topics, which have long engaged 
his attention, and whofe with it ever has been, that mankind 
fhould be free and happy | 

all 
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al] Europe, will ever be realifed, I know not, but 
if ever this country fhould feel the importance of 
fuch an union, and take any ftep towards it, I 
feel affured that it will meet with every affiftance 
from M. Maret, who, refcued by the valor of 
his countrymen from the power of a defpot, and 
returned to France, may hereafter, perhaps, have 
the glory of happily accomplifhing, what he moft 
ardently wifhed, and unfuccefsfully attempted in 
1792. Thisis not only a tribute of private perfonal 
regard, but of truth due to his philanthropy and 
talents.* 


Having demonftrated that this gentleman, by 
his own confeffion, had no miffion to the Britifh 
government, nor any authority to treat with Mr. 
Pitt at the period that the interview took place 
between them, it only remains to fpeak of his 
journey to this country towards the latter end of 
January 1793, when alone he could be faid to have 
been authorifed to make any propofitions, and 
here I will admit the ftatement of Mr. Fox to 
be correct, as far as it relates to the miffion of 
M. Maret, but that all intercourfe with him was 
refuted by the King’s fervants, I pofitively deny, 
and for the beft of all poffible reafons, becaufe 
it had never been folicited. On the fame au- 
thority that I contradi¢ted the former affertion, 
I deny this. The authority of M. Maret, who 

* The neutrality of the Swifs territory was indecently as 
well as impolitically violated, and the perfon of this gentleman 


and that of M. Semonville illegally feized, on their way to 


Naples and Conftantinople. . 
may 
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may certainly be allowed to know as much of the 
matter as thofe who on fuch little foundation, have 
fo repeatedly urged it in Parliament as a fa@ wor- 
thy of its attention, worthy its higheft cenfure, and 
which if true, would juftify the fevereft punifhment 
that national vengeance could inflict on a guilty 
minifter. That M. Maret was difpatched to 
England preparatory to the projected embafiy of 
M. Dumourier, who, invefted with full powers,. 
was finally to have arranged all differences and to 
have returned immediately, is moft certainly true, 
and it is worthy of obfervation, that on the very 
day, and I believe at the very hour, that M. 
Chauvelin fet off for Paris, M. Maret departed 
for London. Apprehenfive that the fudden 
appearance of M. Chauyelin in the Convention, 
aggravated by inflammatory mifreprefentations, 
would make it neceflary for the executive coun- 
cil to change the infiructions they had given, 
and, imprefled with this idea, M. Maret wrote 
to Le Brun, that he fhould not defire an interview 
qith the Englifh minifter, until frefh inftrudtions 
arrived. His fiay in London was eight days, 
and it was on his landing at Dover, that he wrote, 
in very prefling terms, to the executive council for 
thefe infiructions, The only official notice. that 
Lord Grenville had of M. Maret’s arrival in town, 
was a note merely to apprife his Lordfhip, that he. 
(M. Maret) had come over to take charge of the 
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diplomatic papers in the houfe of the French 
envoy. ‘This was all the intereourfe that pafied, 
and all the communication that was made to 
any of his Majefty’s minifters, except a letter, 
which was fent by M. Maret at the inftant of his 
final departure from London, addreffed to Lord 
Grenville. 


It isa juftice due to the unaffected anxiety 
of M. Maret for peace, to fay, that he depre- 
cated the fatal obftinacy and filence of the exe- 
cutive council ; and on our taking leave of each 
other, at midnight, previous to his departure, 
he expreffed the deepeft concern at not hay- 
ing received a fingle line or direction during 
the whole time of his ftay in England. My 
wifh was, that he fhould have paid no at- 
tention to the departure of M. Chauvelin, but to 
have been guided by the inftructions he had, 
and this I inceffantly urged to him every day ; 
it was lihe of conduct that I would have ob- 
ferved, under fimilar circumftances, in order to 
preferve, if poffible, a communication; but the 
fact was, M. Maret had very little to fay, and that 
little was partly rendered unimportant by fubfe- 
quent occurrences; this plain fact, however, is 
clearly evident, that if the executive council had 
not been refolved to avoid all explanation 
with this country, it would, as they had a 
confidential perfon on the fpot, and charged 
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with a particular miffion, have availed them- 
felves of his miniftry. to have preferved, if pof- 
fible, a good underftanding -between the two 
countries; and what gives additional force to 
this conjecture is, that one of the offences’ for 
which Le Brun “uffered death, was that of hay- 
ing involved his country in a war with England, 
and this fentence of the French nation againft 
their own minifier I hold to be a virtual acquit- 


tal of the Englifh one.* 


I fhould fuppofe that M. Maret was to the 
full as likely to know whether Mr. Pitt declined 
all intercourfe with him, as Mr. Fox, and if the 
teftimony of the firft gentleman, whofe veracity 
-¥ have no reafon to queftion, is entitled to credit, 
the charges fo indecently urged againft_ the -fe- 
cond by'the third,’ fall infiantly to the ground, 
and under fach circumftances of odium and fuf- 
picion, that muft make him blufh at having 
affetted what has been fo completely refuted. 
When.the rafh meafure which gave a triumph 
.to M. Chauvelin, and a wound to_ both nations, 
‘pat an end to all negotiation, I wrote a letter -{- 
to one of the very few agents of the executive 

- council, with whom I lived in habits of intimacy, 
‘and whofe ardor to preferve peace equalled my 
own. | He was one of the very few who exerted 


* Tt was alfo one of the charges again{t Briffot, and for which 

he fuffered death. 
Ws ee ¢ Vide Appendix, No. XII. . 
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themfelves to refcue the executive council from 
that delufion in which it was artfully kept, and 
which may be {een by the reports of Le Brun* 
-to the Convention; all. France was perfuaded 
that a general revolt throughout this country 
would inftantly follow a declaration of war, and 
I will do juftice to the underftanding of Le Brun, 
by faying that I firmly believe, that this delufion' 
was a very great ftimulus to the war that enfued. | 
Ruminating upon the additional fcenes of horror 
into which Europe was by this fatally wild and 
atrocious act to. be deeper plunged; combining 
the various threats which had been thrown out 
in various ways, and the impudent reflections on 
the known loyalty of the Britith nation, with 
the afflictions of the fatherlefs, and of the widows 
whom hoftilities would throw on the cold charity 
of the world, I endeavoured to alleviate the af- 
flictions of the latter, and to repel the injurious 
flanders of the former, by opening a fubfcription 
for the reliefiof the widows and children sof fuch 
foldiers and feamen who fhould fall in the con- 
teft. It was the fuggeftion of the moment m 
the courfe of a converfation with an only child, 
over our humble and evening repaft.;- the idea 
* M. Le Brin not only accounced that we were on the eve 
of ‘an infurrefion, but threatened to :appeal.to the people 
» againft their government, in .the criminal, hope of fetting the 
. former againft the latter. 
+ Vide Appendix, No. XII. 
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‘was adopted, anda meeting held at the Crowh 
-and Anchor Tavern, and to give it all poffible 
publicity, I wrote circular letters to the magiftrates 
in the great towns throughout the ‘three king- 
doms, to the commanding flag officers at ‘all the 
-fea ports, to the commiffioners at the dock yards, 
and to all the officers on the~ impre{s’ fervice. 
‘The gentlemien at. Lloyd's Coffee-houfe, with 
‘a munificence worthy of the firft city in “the 
world, adopted, on the firft fuggeftion, a fintilar 
‘idea, with’ a view to reward valor and’ patri- 
-otifm in the naval fervice of their country ; and 
‘I feel‘an honeft pride in declaring that the flate 
‘of both funds, prefent the moft flattering proofs 
‘of the wealth and fplendid liberality of the Britith 
enation. Having vindicated the ominifter, and ‘I 
“truft faccefsfully, from thé:charge of having de- 
clined ‘all-intercourfe with M. 'Maret, and )of 
“Raving involved the country in war; I truft this 
caé& of common juftice; due to truth 'as well as to 
OMr. Pitt; will not be attributed bythe gentlemen 
-who are not in the habits of focialintercourfe with 
chim, or who domot fupport him’ in: the Houfe of 
‘Commons, ‘to any motive but the one that] have 
‘ this inftant'affigned. If they do,.it will be an 
.injuftice.that.will affect my. reputation much lefs 
s than: their’ own,c:and-occafion me no: otherre- 
““sret, that’ that:they fhould have fo very ‘much 
forgotten what they owe more to themfelves 

_than to me. 
I do 
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Ido not think ill of Mr. Fox becanfe he is in 
eppofition to Mr. Pitt; I would as little con- 
demn the former when he is in the right, as I 
would fupport the latter when he ts in the wrong. 
Both thefe men are but fhrubs on the vaft plain, » 
and would never have been known but for the 
accident that tranfplanted them from the crowd; . 
minifters are not to be looked at diftinétly from 
their meafures, nor their meafures difiinétly from 
the conititution. They are all to be viewed, ex- 
amined, and judged of together, not feparately, 
but by the relation which they have to truth, te 
common fenfe, and to the common interefis of all, ; 
I have no other rule to go by ; but if perfonal af- 
-feciion is permitted to decide or influence. our 
judgment on the conduct of public men, in the 
high and important concerns of public truft and 
duty ; if we are to eftimate their integrity and 
their capacities by the conviviality or the facility 
of their tempers, or their liberality in .compli- 
menting their followers and dependants with 
what was intrufted to them for far different pur- 
pofes, adieu ta public virtue—adiecu to all fair 
and honeft pretenfions—adicu to that great and . 
powerful check, which eyen bad men feel, when 
they know that others are not as fervile or as 
corrupt as they are unprincipled, There may, 
perhaps, be much warmth in my writings; a. 
warmth approaching even to intemperance, but 
my writings areas far removed from perverfity, as. 
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they are from venality, and fhall never have the 
miferable interefts of party for their object. 


I feel no ambition to be affociated with thofe 

time-ferving pamphleteers who write for the pur- 
- pofe of keeping one faction in office, or of driving” 
another out; ftill lefs will I deferve to be con- 
founded with that defpicable banditti of itinerant’ 
{cribblers who compel timid virtue to ranfom itfelf 
from unmerited flander, or that. exacts from the 
pockets of fplendid infamy the price of that filence 
which fecures it from public fhame. Let thefe — 
men derive a guilty maintenance by fuch foul and 
difhonourable means; let them rife from bank- 
ruptcy to affluence by the iniquitous contributions 
they forcibly levy on private families, as the pur- 
chafe of domeftic felicity and repofe ; while the 
former defcription of writers, lefs atrocious perhaps, 
but not lefs mifchievous than the latter, having no 
fixed principles of civil government in their own 
minds, do no great violence to their feelings, or 
injury ‘to their charaéters, by alternately appear- 
ing as the champions of liberty, or the apoftles of 
defpotifin, as either may happen to accord with the 
interefts of their refpective employers. 


In the hiftory of Mr. Fox’s public life, I fee 
much to bewail, and little to admire; while the 
dawn and meridian of his happier rival has more to 
exhilerate, ahd lefs to offend, than ufually falls to 

the 
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the lot of men in high official truft. Before the coun~ 
try finally pronounces its irrevocable fiat on the fame 
of Mr. Pitt, it is incumbent on its juftice to recal 
thofe periods of his adminiftration which difplayed 
the greateft energy, combined with the pureft pa- 
triotifm, and above all, of the two periods which 
obtained him thofe triumphs, which are alone 
worthy of a mind rich in its own refources, and 
confcious of its rectitude ; it is incumbent on the 
juftice of the country to recal to its remembrance 
that period, when it was happily refcued from a coa- 
hition* that difhonoured jt in the firft inftance, and 
would 


* If I had been perfonally the enemy of Mr. Fox, or if I had 
a malice to indulge, the late conteft for Weftminfter would 
have gratified me to the fulleft extent. 


Placed between the two candidates, he was compelied to dif- 
own both, not with the confiftent dignity of manhood, but from 
the aukward dilernma in which he was placed by the oppofite 
principles of his rivals ; his former habits‘naturally inclined him \ 
to the court candidate, but popularity, that has jilted him 
through life, forbid the banns, and beckoned him to Horne 
Tooke, who, confidering him as a penitent, would have- given 
him abfolution for paft offences, and received him within the 
pale of his religion. ‘The Admiral, far lefs civil, returned his 
kindnefs with the cold and infulting offer of a negative prefe- 
rence, “ J will accept of you, Sir, if I cannot get a better.”— 
Such was the diftrefling and afflicting fituation of Mr. Fox on 
the huftings at Covent-garden: motionlefs, like the pendulum 
of a clock when the weights are down, fixed to the centre, inert 
and without power to move to either fide, he ftood, a monu- 
ment of pride mortified, and ambition humbled! The whole 
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would have ‘enflaved it in the fecond ; it is incum- 
bens on its juftice to turn back to that awful, that 
melancholy 


of this election was a whimfical exhibition of the hiftory of paft 
and prefent times; but the circumftance in which it differs 
moft from all other elections, and that too in their moft effentiat 
part, was, that the candidate who is not returned, has the ho- 
nour of the triumph. The victory, ‘in, fact, neither belongs to 
Sir Alan Gardnery nor toMr. Fox—it is exclufively Mr.Tooke’s. 
His more fortunate opponents have met with defeat, not con- 
queft, and however much the fuccefsful candidates may exult 
upon the occafion, I aver that there is in the iffue of this bufi- 
nefs, matter that calls moft imperioufly on minifters to look. 
before them. Truths that are unpleafant, are fometimes apt to 
offend. I believe thofe that it has falien to my lot to publifh, 
have been altogether of that defcription, although my inteution 
has been to ferve, not offend; but where the internal tranquillity 
of an entire nation is concerned, forms are not only imperti- 
nent, but’dangerous. I aver it again, that the triumph in this 
eleétion belongs exclufively to Mr, Tooke. It is a triumph of 
fuch a nature that it anticipates hiftory, and enables Minifters 
to read poflible events not yet arrived, in which they may be. 
perfonally interefted. Take the fact as it is—a private gentleman 
without a fortune equal toa conteft, offers himfelf as a candidate. 
for a feat in Parliament, in oppofition to twa other gentlemen 
who have a fufficient ftock of popularity arifing from their re- 
fpective merits, to juftify their claim to the diftinétion they fo- 
licit; in addition to thefe ftrong perfonal recommendations to 
the favour of the electors, thefe gentlemen belong to the twa 
great leading parties in. the country, who may be faid to have 
monopolized its adininiftration, and are moft powerfully fup- 
ported by both: and what is a fingular circumftance in this 
eleétion, both thefe candidates, who are as hoftile to each other as 
poffible, feel, however, a common intereft in excluding the 
third candidate. Sir Alan Gardner exprefsly faid, “ I would 

rather. 
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melancholy period, when with one accord it muzzled 
the young aafliff that would have fnapped the hand 


that 


rather havé Mr. Fox than Mr. Tooke :” this lait gentleman was 
happily relieved from the ueceffity of making any fuch declara- 
-tion,: and the filence of Mr. Fox upon the occafion was a, mea- 
fure of prudence, from the circumftance of bis being compelled 
‘to keep well with the friends of the other candidates, whofe other 
vote was abfolutely neceffary to enfure him fuccefs. The 
friends of Mr. Tooke would rather have Mr. Fox for his col- 
league, than the Admiral; the friends of the Admiral faid the 
fame of Mr. Fox; but I do not believe that the friends in gene- 
val of this gentleman were fo well difpofed to the popular, as 
to the court candidate; yet after polling for a fortnight, the 
candidate without any of the powerful fupport which his rivals 
derived from their fituation, credit, and conneGions—ftanding 
-folely on his-own pretenfions, and fupported by his great abili- 
ties, obnoxious to the party in power, and very far from being 
a favourite with the party that is out; the whole court, and the 
whole force of government exerted ayainft him; all the great 
‘families, with their numerous dependants, employing all their 
influence to exclude him :—yet with all thele great and various 
combinations of clafhing interefts, united for the moment against 
him as their common foe, Mr. Tooke-found near three thoufand 
people in Weftminfter well difpofed to depute him their repre- 
fentative to Parliament. There is more in this event than meets 
the eye. If he had poffeffed any one of the rcfources of bis 
“opponents, or even if fear had not operated againft him on the 
minds of dependent men, it is not Sir Alan Gardner, but Mr. 
Tooke, that would have been declared duly elected by the 
returning officer. 


If Minifters feel that this nettle has a fting, and fuffer from 
the fmart, it is their own fault; the man whom they thought a 
pigmy, eafily ta be crufhed by the giant arm of power, has 
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fed him; when the manly dignified refiftance of © 
she” Minifter to a élaim. neither: ‘decent nor juft, 
refcued 


rifen triumphant from the blow, and ftands a cvloffus above 
them. I know very*little of Mr. Tooke; he has not feen me, 
by his own confeffion, fince Iwas a boy, and I havenever had 
any communication with him fince that period, either direétly or 
- indireétly ; but I refpeét his abilities, and when weH direéted, they 
‘reflect equal honour on himfelf, his country, and the age we live 
in. On the fubjeét of his guilt or innocence when arraigned at the 
Old Bailey, on a charge of high treafon, I have nothing to fay. He 
has been abfolved by the laws of his country, and the-decifion will 
be'refpected by all thofe who havea proper refpect for thofe laws. 
It was a poor and pitiful revenge, a revenge that argued equal 
‘impotency and malice, to call him an acquitted felon. It was 
an infult to the jury that pronounced the verdiét, for it implied 
“that they had perjured themfelves. The event of this and, the 
other: profecutions of the fame kind, fhould teach Minifters cau- 
“tion, for indi&tments of this defeription of high treafon, ‘fhould 
“never be preferred without ftrong and. fufficient »evidence ‘of 
“guilt; for when charges of ‘this nature are not brought home to 
the full conviction of thofe who are to decide upon them, govern- 
‘ment becomes weakened, ‘not ftrengthened, and lofes fubjeéts ina 
“much larger ‘proportion than-it would have made victims. ‘The 
“accufed party returns -to the attack with redoubled vigour, 
authorifed in fome degree’by the very laws which were’ to have 
configned him to the gibbet ; he comes back to the charge with 
“a much greater and’a far dearer intereft in its>iffue than -ever ; 
he comes back armed with a perfonal revenge for a perfonal in- 
“jury, levelled at his chara¢ter and: life ; and, humanity entirely 
out of the queftion, it argues little difcretion in the government 
that expofes itfelf to the confequences of fuch a defeat. It is 
one of thofe contefts which admits of no compromife. There 
is no qualifying medium, no middle courfe or way, where the 


two parties can meet, explain, fhake hands, and be friends; on: 
the: 
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_refcued it a fecond time from a. worfe than Egyp-. 
"tian bondage, and gave the people an additional 
fecurity. 


the contrary, they are bitter irreconcileable enemies for ever. 
The verdict of guilty or not guilty leaves nothing in view but 
life or death, difgrace or triumph. The man who puts an halter: 
round the neck of another, moft probably means to ftrangle 
him; and if it. fhould appear in the event, that he had no right 
over his life, it will hardly be faid that he has any to his grati- 
tude or affection. tee 


T do not know what Lord Loughborough had in view in.ad- 
vifing thofe profecutions, which turned out fo beneficial to thofe 
whom they were meant to deftroy, and fo unfortunate for go- 
vernment. But the attorney general muft have known that the 
evidence he had was not fufficient to enfure conviction, and un- 
lefs conviction was brought home to the parties, Minifters fhould 
have known that the caufe of government muft be injured. In 
a word, ftates fhould never war with their own fubjects, with- 
out the certainty of victory ; the more prudent line would be, 
not to hazard a defeat, by provoking an unneceffary contett. 


T have no doubt but there are many men in this country. 
whofe minds are ill difpofed towards its government, it would 
be affectation to diffemble what cannot well be denied; if the 
abufes in the government juftify complaint, they fhould be cor- 
rected, or they will become weapons of very dangerous potency. 
in the hands of thofe, whofe object is to march to “ Windjor, 
inflead of halting at Hounflow.” 


It is the common error of all governments, whether free or de- 
{potic, to prefer fyftem to expediency, and to fpurn good council 
until it is too late to profit by it. The penury of its refources is 
overlooked or forgotten in the rich difplay of prefent means, 
They forget that their ftrength is not their own, and that a war 
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fecurity for thofe liberties which it is their proud’ 
boaft they hold not from the bounty of the fove- 
reign, but by right divine! Nor has Mr. Pitt 
been lefs attentive to the commerce and revenues, 
of his country, than to its internal. tranquillity.and 
the confticutional rights of the people. He has-a 
large and voluminous account of high and impor- 
tant public fervices to plead: his deftroying the 
coalition ; his firmnefs in the affair of the regency, 
which fecured to virtue the triumph fhe deferved, 
and faved the empire; his commercial treaty ; 
the whole of his arrangements refpecting a fitter 
kingdom ; his confolidation a&t; his meafures to 
reftrain a clandeftine ‘traffic, that drove the fair 
trader from all competition, and materially injured 
the public revenue ; together with the whole of his 
: vatt 


with the people cuts off the refources by which that ftrength is. 
fed, fuftained, and vivified. Ido not like to fee even the ap- 
pearatice of ill humour between the government and the people, 
much lefs fquabbles and acrimonious difputes. ‘They fhould 
live in affectionate and confidential relation with each other, dif- 
playing the edifying, animating fpectacle to furrounding nations 
of a mind united and indiffolubly bound together for ever; agree- 
ing ever conftantly and purfuing cordially, ardently, and fuccefs- 
fully, the fame objects. Their interefts are the fame, and wedded 
to each other, their attachment fhould be ftrong, mutual, and éter- 
nal; for they have no civil law to refort to in caf? of difagreement ; 
no alimony ; ‘no {eparation a menfa et thoro ; but a final i irrevo- 
cable ruinous divorce to one party, without the pofibility of 
feeking happinefs, confolation, or refuge in a fecond marriage, 
while full power remains to the ether to chufe again, and take 
another venture. 
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vaft and complicated fyftem of finance, the great 
objects of which were to extinguifh the national 
debt and to ameliorate the condition of the people 
by rélieving them from the intolerable burthens — 
which opprefs and curb them to the earth. What 
account had his opponents to prefent, or that 
could poffibly come in comparifon with fo many 
proud claims to national confidence and applaufe? 
None! What was the folio of his adverfary ? 
“© A blank, my Lord!” a foul, dark leaf ;— 
black beyond the complexion of Erebus! 


Such were the dignified pretenfions of Mr. Pitt 
to the confidence of his country; fuch the grand 
career in which he was proceeding with a rapidity 
worthy of the exalted mind of his father; worthy 
of the mild, beneficent, and extenfive projects 
he had propofed, when the French revolution, in 
an ill-fated moment, as if devifed by malice to 
blaft his fame and curfe this land, deftroyed his 
hopes for ever! My pen falls from my hand, my 
faculties are fufpended, and I dare not contem- 
plate the vaft ruin of his fame and fortune! for 
ruined they are paft redemption, if he does not 
inftantly recede: not by paltry intrigue, the weak 
refource of little minds, but by an entire change of 
fyftem, fomething fimilar to that propofed by Mr. 
Fox, whofe advice in what relates to continental 
politics, he will do well to follow. Mr. Pitt has 
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beck the worft of prodigals, for i has allowed a 
Jegion of adventurers to trade upona popularity all 
} i own; he has lent them his credit, not to improve 
his fortunes, but to bankrupt them ; not to exalt 
his fame, but to blaft it ; and will he allow thofe 
men to traffic with the poor remnant they have 
left him, until his name lofes all currency? O 
God! that a man who was once fo high, fo de- 
fervedly high, fhould ‘have fallen fo low! He 
hangs fufpended mid way down a precipice, on 
whofe proud fummit he ftood erect, the arbiter 
of Europe and the world! He dare not contem- 
plate the ftupendous height from whence he has 
fallen; his fenies nid forfake him, and all 
below him is darknefs, horror, and defpair! A 
manly avowal of his errors, accompanied by a 

determined refolution to correét the multiplied 
mifchiefs refulting from obftinacy, inexperience, 
and delufion, may yet reftore to him a portion of 
what he has unhappily loft: he fill poffeffes a 
faperiority over his rival, which the fituation of 
the country requires fhould be hufbanded, not 
fquandered ; not that I wifh them to remain in 
battle array, drawn out in direct hoftility to each 
other; for this is not a moment to trifle, the 
deftiny of the nation is in fome fort in their 
hands: my wifh is to fee them united, not di- 
vided; their common fafety requires it; the 
fafety of the country depends upon it, for the 
. country 
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country is in danger, and other means muft be 
teforted to, if the fame councils and the fame 
meafures fhould be perfifted m. It is vigour; 
union, and probity among ourfelves, that can 
alone fave us; it is time that Mr. Pitt fhould re- 
nounce all the difgraceful alliances he has formed 
with madmen and bad men. It is not to decre- 
pid age, that would avaricioufly pilfer for himfelf 
or his fon, the laft guinea from an impoverifhed 
country, that a Britifh Minifter fhould look for 
fupport at any period, much lefs fhould wifdom. 
ally itfelf to phrenzy, and wage war with opi- 
niohs. It is time that Mr. Pitt fhould feek other 
refources than thefe ; it is not from the crooked 
underhand craft of that foul and bitter legacy 
bequeathed to us in an haplefs moment by the 
late Lord Bute, our primal curfe, that good 
counfel can ever flow; it is not to fuch a man, 
whofe very touch is poifon, who has wriggled 
himfelf, God knows how, into the confidence of 
his fovereign ; and who, confcious of the od:um 
attached to his name, feeks refuge in vain from 
public opprobrium in the alias of titles, that Mr. 
Pitt fhould refort, under our prefent exigencies, 
for fuccour or advice. That man might furely 
be content with the rich pafture and richer har- ~ 
veft of Lancafhire, and allow us to compound 
with him for our fafety and peace, on the terms 
we would willingly grant him. It is to other 
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men the Minifier fhould refort in this awful, 
this eventful moment. It is to retrenchmenis, and 
not to znfrenchments, that he muft have recourfe, 
to fave the conflitution. I fpeak thus harfhly of 
individuals who have too long influenced our 
public councils, froth the full conviGtion that 
innumerable mifchiefs have refulted from that 
influence, and the no lefs ftrong conviction I feel 
that other men mutt be feleéted and other mea- 
fures adopted, to extricate us from our prefent 
difficulties. My attachment to efiablifhed go- 
vernments is as ftrong as my averfion to grofs and 
flagrant abufes is great; nor will that attachment 
be queftioned but by thofe who have an intereft 
in the prefervation of thofe abufes, or who are 
fervilely devoted to party, inftead of the profperity 
of their country. My love of order and of peace 
will ever incline me to give the executive authority 
every {upport in my power, and thoughIam very far 
from approving of all the meafures of government, 
Icannot attribute the errors which threaten to ren- 
der the latter part of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration as 
gloomy and afflicting, as its meridan was brilliant 
and happy, to the motives which have been afcribed 
to him. It has proved a very ferious calamity 
to the nation that its Minifter has never travelled, 
or received, from obfervation and perfonal in- 
tercourfe with foreign princes and their minifters, 


a knowledge of their characters and of their 
. views. 
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views. His information on the fubject of foreign 
politics muft neceffarily be circum{fcribed and 
compelled to receive. information at /econd hand, 
and fometimes from the very worft kind of fecond 
hand, it ought not to furprife us, if he has been 
deceived, or even mifled, by men who had an in- 
tereft in degrading him in the public opinion toa 
level with themfelves. If he had made the tour 
of Europe, or if he had only vifited a few of the 
foreign Courts and mixing with foreigners, had 
adapted himfelf to their eafy habits and manners, 
he would have acquired more ufeful knowledge 
in twelve months, than the correfpondence of the 
whole corps diplomatic could furnifh in as many 
centuries. Men muft live with men to know 
them ; not in diftant form and vifiting by cards, 
but by that focial intercourfe in which the offices 
of friendfhip are mutually given and received, 
and which infpire confidence, while they concili- 
ate efteem. A knowledge of foreign courts ac- 
quired by fuch means would have been of inefti- 
mable value to the Minifter and the nation, but 
as Mr. Pitt, unfortunately for himfelf and much 
more fo for his country, has never had this ad- 
vantage, it fhould have been his care to feleét 
thofe only for foreign miffions, who have talents, 
difcernment, prudence, probity, anda turn for 
bufinefs. Men of induftry as well as of abilities, 
in whofe truth and vigilance he could confide.—- 
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Such a feletion. would have beet néceffary, even 
if he had refided at foreign courts as: many years 
as he has lived in the world. It isnot altogether 
Mr. Pitt’s fault if he has not always made fucha 
feleGtion. I firmly believe that he has been com- 
pelled in a variety of inftances to cede to imperi+ 
ous neceffity, and that parliamentary influence 
has frequently made him a¢t contrary to his better 
judgment. This reproach does not belong exclu- 
fively to him, but to all Minifters; his predeceffors 
have been forced to yield to this humiliating ne- 
ceffity ; and it is an acknowledged truth; that if 
_ the prefent oppo‘ition were to .come into officé 
to-morrow, they would be obliged to adopt 
and follow the fame practice, or go out of it the 
day after. Such is the actual degraded ftate of 
our reprefentation ; fuch the evident and imperi- 
ous neceffity for that reform, which Mr. Pitt ftands 
pledged and bound in honor to accomplith; yet as 
the oppofition, even by their own confeffion, 
would be under the neceflity of recurring to. the 
fame means, and of condudting the public bufinefs 
on the fame principle as the prefent and former 
adminiftrations, what advantage would the nation 
derive from a change? This is.a fair and honeft 
queftion, arifing: from facts before the judgment 
of the world, and I propofe it, not to thofe who 
expect employments at home or miffions abroad ; 
it is not to pharo men, gamblers, and adventurers 
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that I addrefs this queftion, but to the really in- 
dependent gentlemen, whoin Parliament or out 
of it, oppofe from confcientious, honorable motives 
the meafures of the minifter with a view to benefit 
their country; of fuch men Lafk, what good will 
refult to the countries which they love and whofe 
profperity they would enfure, what ceconomy there 
would be in a change of Minifters if the fame 
pernicious and expenfive fyftem; if the fame dif- 
honourable parliamentary traffic muft be conti- 
nued in order to carry on the public bufinefs? 
Under circumftances fo afflicting, and no lefs true 
than lamentable, what good would the people 
derive from a change? In what degree would 
their fituation be meliorated, or the country be- 
nefitted when the fucceffors of the prefent men in 
power would not dare to depart from the fame 
corrupt manners of their predeceffors? On the 
fcore of ceconomy we can have nothing to hope 
from fuch a change; and as Mr. Fox would be 
compelled to travel in the deep and filthy rut 
with which the road has been torn, cut up, and 
fpoilt by indolence and incapacity, as well as by 
vice and profligacy, the country can have no mo- 
tive towifh a ufelefs unprofitable exchange of mere 
names; but that it has an abundance of motives 
for wifhing a change of meafures, and that thefe 
motives are accompanicd by a vight to demand 
tuch a change, will not be contefted by thofe.who 
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underfiand the full value of our excellent confti- 
tution, and who dread its falling a facrifice either 
to defpotifm or to anarchy ! 


There is not a man in the kingdom that does 
not feel the force of this truth, There is not a 
man in the kingdom that will not own fuch a 
change, can be effected by the prefent Minifter, 
as well as by any other ; and if he is wife, if he 
has any refpect for his own engagements, any 
tegard for his own honor, he will not allow fo 
glorious an undertaking—an undertaking that 
the nation expects from his virtue and his talents, 
to bé wrefted from him by others, who may be 
lefs capable, and in whom the country has cer- 
tainly lefs confidence. Mr. Pitt cannot have for- 
gotten his promife on the terms upon which he 
was admitted into office, and the fate of his ri- 
val fhould teach him what he may expect by a 
departure from his word, and a violation of the 
contract. 


It is from the fincere and unaffeéted perfonal 
refpect which I ftill have for him; it is from the 
recollection of the various effential fervices which 
the country has unqueftionably derived from the 
difplay of his wonderful abilities. It is that my 
country, to whofe fortunes I am wedded, fhould 
flourifh to the very end of time, that I am anxious 
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Mr. Pitt fhould honeftly and meritorioufly retain 
the high poft he occupies, and that a third epoch 
fhould be glorioufly added to his adminiftration, 
infinitely more brilliant than the preceding two ; 
a climax at once to his fame and our felicity ! 
It was at a very carly period of his life that he 
came into office; the times were turbulent, the 
public mind afflicted by public calamity almoft 
to defpondency, was aggravated by having its 
credulity impofed upon, and its confidence abufed 
by men who had acquired it for purpofes very 
different to that they pretended; the tide of 
faction flowed firong and his great talents with 
all the zeal, ardour, and integrity, the happy 
characteriftics of ingenuous youth, were inftantly 
and unavoidably abfarbed in domeftic political 
intrigue; that fink of public and private virtue ! 
Mr. Pitt found himfelf obliged to give into a fyftem 
repugnant to his profeflions, I fhould hope to his 
principles, in order to retain the power he had ac- 
quired, and to manage the Houfe of Commans, for 
as ta the Houfe of Lords, their pravince in the firft 
inftance being of lefs importance, and their vena- 
lity neither fo confpicuous nor fo great, little op- 
pofition is given to thofe whom the reprefentatives 
of the people propofe, ‘The onc, however, follows 
the other as the hind wheel of a carnage does the 
fore one; but the Commons require the- in- 
ceffant vigilance of a Minifter to keep all thofe 
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in good humour, who, different to thofe who are 
ready to go in harnefs with every Minifter, either 
with Mr. Fox or with Mr. Pitt, affet to have 
opinions of their own, when they only covet the 
places of others, and who are noify and clamorous 
in proportion as the tide of oppofition flows 
ftrong or weak. Thus involved in domettic cabal 
and entirely unacquainted with the politics of 
the continent, Mr. Pitt was ill qualified to crofs 
the channel, and go in fearch of foreign adven- 
turers. 


It is, however, but juftice to Mr. Pitt to fay, 
that in the affair of the Ruffian bufinefs,. the 
meafure was wifé and juft, and if the nation had 
_ known its,true interefts, it would have fupported 
him, but little verfed in foreign politics ; fenfi- 
ble of the advantages refulting from peace and 
recently refcued from a difaftrous war, the prof- 
fpect of hoftilities fpread a general alarm, and 
Mr. Fox taking advantage of the fears of the Mi-" 
nifter, as well as of the ignorance of the country, 
excited the clamor which has ended in the total 
difnemberment of Poland, and the facrifice of as 
many lives as would more than ftock a German 
principality. An unfuccefsful attempt was made 
to refift the artful interefted cry that faction raifed 
to drive the Minifter from the proud eminence 
he held. It was nat generally known to the peo- 
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ple in this country, too much occupied with do- 
meftic politics, and too much engaged in com- 
mercial enterprifes, to examine what was. tranf- 
acted at the Court of Vienna, that it was one of 
the extravagant projectsconcerted between the late 
Emperor Jofeph IH. and the Emprefs of Ruffia to 
annihilate all the fmall ftates in Europe, and divide 
them between three or four great powers. The 
ambition of the one and the avarice of the 
other, ftimulated by jealoufy and envious of the 
profperity of Great Britain, looked forward to 
the Empire of the Black Sea, and as France 
was to have been joined in the confederacy, to a 
fhare in the dominion of the Mediterranean ; in 
a word, they expected to march to London by 
Confiantinople, and ruin its fradé with India by 
poffefling themfelves of Egypt’; all this was 
fully detailed at the time,* but unhappily with- 
out effect. The clamor proceeded, and the Mi’ 
nifter, apprehenfive that he had no altertiative 
but to concede or refign, preferred the former. 
Mr. Fox took advantage of the moment to re- 
pair his ruined fortunes and recover the confi- 
dence ae had wee. the Bitton of that ee 


“# Vide 6 The ‘expediency and ee of peeling 
bontids to the Ruffian Empire. ” Printed for R, ies ale Bond. 
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ful bufinefs cannot be forgotten or forgiven while 
the terrible confequences refulting from it ftrike 
moft forcibly on our minds, or while our attention 
is directed to any part of,the European Continent. 
T will not inquire whethér the Emprefs of Ruffia 
preferred the buft to the proxy or the proxy to 
the miffion, knowing the. partiality of her Ma- 
jefty for athletics, they might have better fuited 
her tafte ? neither will I afk whether the gentle- 
man preferred the miffion to the ring or the ring. 
to the lady who pilferred it from him at Bruxelles? 
all thefe are idle queftions, and would only pro- 
voke laughter, but for the fad remembrance of 
the matter connected with them. . The buft, the 
proxy, and the ring would deferve little notice, 
they would even have efcaped obfervation, but 
for the great and important circumftances an- 
nexed to them. They are mere parachutes, and 
but for the vaft balloon which in its rapid afcent 
into, the high regions of the political atmofphere 
expofed them to our vifion, they would never. 
have been feen or heard of, 


This balloon, as balloons are apt to do, 
pleafed the million, They followed with loud 
and ruinous acclamation. An attempt was made. 
to recall them to reafon and reflection, by ftat- 
jing to them in detail the ambitious views of the 
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Court of Peterfburgh; but without effect. * It 
was a moment for the Minifter to have difplayed 
his firmnefs. He fhould have ftood undaunted, 

one 
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* The political fituation of §uffia is very different to what 
it was at the commencement of this century. The old adage of 
tempora mutantur was never more applicable than it is in the pre- 
fent inftance; and he muft indeed be a very fhallow politician 
who does not feel that ftates, as well as individuals, muft adapt 
their condué to times and circumftances. A fpirit of conqueft 
has uniformly marked the conduct of Ruffia fince Peter the Firft 
laid the foundation of that greatnefs which threatens to overwhelm 
us. A fpirit of commercial enterprife has joined itfelf to that 
of conqueft; and nothing lefs than the full poffeffion of Con- 
ftantinople and the Black Sea, at leaft, will fatisfy her inordinate 
ambition. In poffeffion of the Euxine at one extremity of Eu- 
rope, and of the Baltic at the other, her immenfe domains will 
encircle the faireft and beft-cultivated portion of the globe. She 
will embrace as it were all Europe, not to carefs and fofter it with 
the tender and animating preffure of affection, but to ftifle and 
deftroy it by the favage and remorfelefs hug of the bear—the hug 
of death! Let the partifans of Ruffia demonftrate that this coun- 
try has nothing to apprehend from the vaft acquifition of ‘terri- 
tory to which fhe afpires ; and then we will debate on the equity 
and propriety of prefcribing bounds to her empire. In the 
language of all nations, expediency is right; and this language 
will ever be held and maintained by thofe who have the means 
of enforcing it. The fole queftion to be confidered is, how far it 
is confiftent with the fafety of the Britifh government to permit 
the Ruffians to extinguifh the Turkith empire, and eftablith their 
dominion on the Bofphorous. If it fhould appear, on examination, 
that the commerce and power of this country would be endangered 
by fuch an event, the expediency of preventing its taking place 
can no longer be difputed; and that it would be attended with 
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one foot 3 in Batic: and the oie: in, Oczakow, 
firm to his purpofe, and_prefcribing bounds to 
the guilty ambition of Ruffia. Unfortunately he 
yielded 
’ ¥ 
much. mifchief to eur trade with India, and abfolute ruin 
in particular to the trade we carry on with Perfia by Bom- 
bay, will not be denied by thofe who reculleét the happy pofition 
of Conftantinople, and that in the hands of an enterprifing peo- 
ple it would infallibly unite Afia to Europe. If the Ruffian 
government, in its hitherto confined fituation and fcanty means 
of extending its commerce, has invariably directed its attention to 
that great objeét, how much more expanded will its views be- 
come! how much more exalted its hopes and impatient its de- 
fires, when all Afia burfts, as it were, upon its ravifhed fight, and 
difplays the riches of the eaftern world! A canal of little more 
than a hundred miles in length will conneé& the Red Sea with 
the Mediterranean. “The commerce of Afia will revert into the 
channels through which it paffed into Europe before the difco- 
very of the Cape of Good Hope, and under circumftances infi- 
nitely more advantageous than ever Venice and Genoa poffeffed. 
ft is not perhaps generally known, that, by. means of the vaft 
rivers which difcharge themfelves into the Black Sea, Ruffia can 
tranfport every fpecies of merchandife by water from Cherfon to 
Peterfburgh, and even into Siberia. 


The Danube will enable her to furnifh the more_fouthern 
fiates ; and our trade to India may be eventually deftroyed. Thofe 
who fuppofe that the Court of Peterfburgh will not extend its do- 
minions to Egypt after the Turk is driven out of Europe, or that 
it will not attempt a communication which may be accomplifhed’ 
with much lefs expence than fome of our navigable canals in 
Worcefterfhire or Lancafhire, muft have been a very carelefs ob- 
ferver of what is tranfaéted on the grand theatre of the world, and 
extremely inattentive to the prefent fovereign of Ruffia. If 
ever a commercial and enterprifing nation fhould eftablith itfelf 
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yielded to the clamour; and, by yielding, he- 
tacitly acknowledged that Mr. Fox was the 
better ftatefman, and figned his own death 
warrant. In this inftance Mr. Fox was not the 
better fiatefman. I am even perfuaded that 
he muft have been fince convinced of the ex- 
pediency of the meafure he oppofed; yet his 
conduct on that occafion anfwered, in fome 
degree, the purpofe he feemed to have in view, 
and to have obtained that fuccefs, which was 
‘due only to the wifer and more correct conduct 
of the Minifter. If it did not bring Mr. Fox 
into power, it brought him again into notice, 


‘at Conftantinople, it will become a Coloffus of greater magni- 
tude and of more teal confequence to Europe, Afia, and Africa, 
than ever the famous one of brafs was to Rhodes. The defpond- 
ing prophecy of Lord Larifdown, * refpeéting the iffue of Ame- 
rican independency to this country, will then be realifed ; and his 
Lordfhip may exclaim, in all the force and elegance of metaphor, 
that the fun of England is fet for ever! 


Expediency of prefcribing Bounds to the Ruffian Empire, 
page 19 to 2g. Printed for R. Faulder, 1791. 


+ Having mentioned Lord Lanfdown, I avail myfelf of this opportunity of 
correcting an error into which I was imprudently fed in a former publication, 
and as there is injuftice in the error, I owe it to his Lordship and to truth, to 
make the only atonement in my power by publicly retrating the affertion : as I 
have had no intercourfe with Lord Lanfdown fince 1790, 43 I have not even fecn 
him fince that period, I defired a friend of mine who lives in habits of inti- 
macy with his Lordfhip to make this acknowledgment ; but I am better pleafed 
with an opportunity of making reparation as publicly as the wrong was com- 
mitted. 
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and reftored him, in fome degree, to that credit 
which he had forfeited. 


I have already obferved, that eddies are al- 
ways in proportion to the vigour of their’cur- 
rents; Mr. Fox efcaped into a kind of ‘dead 
water, from the ftréam that was hurrymg him 
with rapidity into total oblivion; and the velo- 
city with which fubfequent events fucceeded 
each other, converting this dead water mto an 
eddy, brought him and his companions back to 
the tail of the mill, from which fome of them 
have fince had the good fortune to efcape into 
the mill dam. 


“¢ There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

s¢ Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune: 
*¢ Omitted, all the voyage of their lives 

& Ts bound in fhallows, and in miferies.”’ 


The tide on which Mr. Pitt’s * fortunes were 
embarked flowed rapidly and triumphantly. It 
was, indeed, a moft full and glorious fea; and if 
he had taken the current as it ferved, he would 
have faved his ventures; but haraffed and af- 
failed by faction at home, and little verfed in 
foreign politics, he was compelled to follow as 
he was Jed in all matters that related to the 
Jatter, while his whole ftrength, vigour, and 


* Vide Appendix, No, X€V. 
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attention, were neceffarily engaged: to. defend, 
his wife and, beneficent meafures of domeftic. 
polity from the artful attacks of his, angry and, 
difappointed opponents. But for the fatal.trou- 
bles that broke. out in, France, and. fhook. the 
repofe of nations, Mr. Pitt would have continued 
the idol. of his country, and the admiration, of 
the world; but his inexperience, or, rather his 
entire ignorance of the Continent and its people, 
rendered it an cafy, matter to impofe upon his un- 
derfianding, and miflead his judgment. At a, 
crifis fo important he fhould haye fought, other, 
alliances, and other guides than thofe to,which 
he reforted.; and; behalding the French Revolu- 
tion, not, through the miferable optics. of little 
minded men, to whofe imperfeét;vifion, all ob, 
jects appear inverted, but in that enlarged point, 
of. view, as a, ftatefman, philofopher, and le- 
giflator, in. which events of. fuch, magnitude 
only fhould, be, confidered, he: might: have 
avoided, perhaps, the fatal dilemama. in which 
he is involved, and preferved his country, if not 
from war, at; leaft. from the difgrace and humi- 
liation it has. woefully received, 


It was eafy to, forefee, that the effects of the 
French Revolution would fpeedily pafs.the boun- 
daries of the French territory, and extend, be- 
yond the details of domeftic government. Its 
operation Was inftantly felt in the moft powerful 
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of the Ecclefiaftical EleCtorates, where I hap- 
pened to be at the time, and from whence I 
compared it, mn a letter to an Englith Peer, * 
“ to a violent earthquake that would extend to 
<< and fhake each extremity of the globe.” 

How far my prediction in September, 1789, 
has been verified is within every man’s know- 
ledge. It was, indeed, impoffible that a revo- 
lution in France could have had any other 
effect. Her locality, in the very centre of Eu- 
rope, with an extent of fea coaft in both oceans ; 
her immenfe armies and powerful fleets; her — 
extenfive commerce, and diftant poffeffions, 
which connect her, as it were, by fo many dif- | 
ferent ramifications, with all the known regions 
of the earth; her fplendour, power, and high 
renown ; refpected and often imitated by other 
nations ; her high-finifhed literature ; her known 
love of the arts, and knowledge in the {fciences ; 
and, above all, the univerfality in her language ; 
all confpired to give her revolution a very ex- 
tenfive operation, and render it, in its confe- 
quences, far different to any former event of 
a fimilar nature. It was eafy to forefee, from 
the wide and conftant intercourfe of France 
with other ftates, and the vaft influence of her 
manners, that as foon as her revolution went 
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to other objects than to correct abufes in the 
Government; that as foon as it extended itlf 
to religion and morals, it’ would operate very 
materially on other nations, and finally produce 
the great changes that have happened in the 
minds, manners, and principles of mankind. 


Such were the confequences likely to refult 
from a revolution of fuch wonderful, fuch dire- 
ful extent; but it was referved for the guilt, 
madnefs, and obftinate folly of her neighbours, 
to render that revolution a curfe and mifchief 
to this country! The little forefight and firm- 
nefs with refpect to foreign powers, which mark 
almoft the whole of Mr. Pitt’s meafures fince 
July 1789, can only be attributed to his little 
experience in foreign politics, and to ‘the fill 
greater misfortune of his allying himfelf to mad- 
nefs inftead of difcretion, and liftening to the 
fanguinary counfels of a man, whofe imagination 
is as brilliant in conception, as his judgment is 
weak, and his temper irafcible; whofe mind, 
poor, pitiful, and revengeful, wants all the 
properties of true greatnefs, 


Mr. Pitt muft have been firangely bewildered 
or infatuated when he confulted Mr, Burke on a 
fubject of fuch magnitude and importance. It 
was the Atlantic flying to a puddle as its refer- 
voir. Danger to be fubdued muft be faced, not 

fhunned. 
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fhunned, Great.events are to. be met and encoun- 
tered, or they will tread us down in. their. gigan- 
tic march, When the haplefs: monarch, at whofe. 
fad. fhrine the tear of fenfibility will ever flow, 
was brought in difgraceful bondage to Paris from 
Verfailles, the revolution loft its moft effential 
and diftinguifhing feature in the minds of men, 
whofe fituations required that they fhould have 
had more enlarged views. They loft fight of 
the great objects which that revolution a¢tually. 
embraced, and what was ftill more lamentable, 
they do. not appear to have had any clear and 
diftin@ ideas of the ftill greater objeGs to which 
it pointed. The thirty, millions of men, who 
were. immediately interefied in that great event, 
and: the innumerable millions, whofe interefts 
muit ultimately be involved in the confequences 
of fo. great a. change, feem to have been. over- 
Jooked, in. order to provide for the. fecurity of 
monarchy and of ariftocracy, which were confi- 
dered: to. be univerfally endangered by the con- 
finement of the king and of the apelies of 
titles in France. 


From this period it appears that the revolu- 
tion was rather- regarded as a perfonality than as 
an event on which depended the fate of Europe 
and the world. The fortunes of a few indivi- 
duals arexbut fmall items.in this large account, 


and muft not claim precedency. 
4 The 
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The inftant that the ‘nobility of ‘this country 
made the caufe of the French nobles their 
own, they gave the very ftab to ariftocracy 
which they wifhed to have prevented. This 
was an error ;: but .the greater error was when 
the fovereigns of Europe, forgetting they were 
delegates, made a common caufe with Louis 
XVI. They were not aware that fuch a mea- 
fure, in its confequences, might give a death 
wound to monarchy; and that the caufe of 
kings was no otherwife interefiing or important 
than as it was connected with the interefts of 
their fubjects. ‘They had no other concern with 
the revolution, in the firft inftance, than as a 
leffon of advice, and if they afterwards dreaded 
fuch a calamity in their own dominions, the 
way to prevent it was obvious; they had only 
to avoid thofe exceffes, that indifcreect exercife 
of power, from which alone all revolutions re- 
corded in hiftory have refulted. If, after fuch 
an admonition, they fhould perfevere in the 
fame ruinous condudt, which has plunged France 
in blood, and beggared her princes, nobility, 
and clergy, * they can only blame themfelves, 
for the fame caufes will always produce the fame 
effe&. The cataftrophe of the French King is 
indeed a terrible Jeffon; and I am inclined to 
hope, from the wifdom as well as from the fpirit 


* Vide Appendix, No. XR IV 
of 


~ 


{ 136 ) 
of the times, that the leffon will not be without 
effect. The proximity of France to this country, 


their known jealoufy of our power and commerce, 


gave to her revolution a very confiderable degree 
more of importdnce to us than fuch an event 
could have had, if it had happened at Vienna or 
Berlin; and it was the duty of Minifters to 
have formed a dyke in time, to keep the vaft 
torrent within bounds. I have already obferved, 


that ftates fhould adapt their conduct to times 


and circumftances. The great event that had 
happened in France, required a bold and deci- 


Jive condué in this country, and without fhew- 


ing or even meaning any hoftility, to take care, 
by precautionary meatures, that the revolution did 
not operate to the injury of this country. A very 
favorable opportunity offered itfelf in the univer- 
fal difaffeCtion of the Flemings to the Houfe of 
Aufiria. They had made is to this country, 
which it would have been wifdom to have ac- 


_ cepted. The revolt had taken place, their in- 


dependence was, in fact, accomplifhed, and 
only required our fanction to confolidate it. The 
giving freedom to one nation could not have 
given umbrage to another, which was at that time 
in the act of giving freedom to itfelf, and too 
much engaged with its own affairs, and too 
weak at the moment, from its divifions, and at- 
tachment to the old fyftem, to have given any 
mepeatony: if it had been fo difpofed. The 

Aufirian 
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Auftrian Netherlands, under the pretence of fe- 
curing their newly-acquired liberties againft the 
Emperor, might have re-fortified its difmantled 

towns, and pktced garrifons in them that would 

have competled France to refpect the neutrality 

of an independent fiate. Luxemburgh, Namur, 

Mons, Tournay, Menin, Courtray, Oftend, Bru- 

ges, and Ghent, would have become formidable 

barriers; which muft have been each of them be-_ 
fieged and taken, before a French army could 

have marched into the country. 


The Flemings, attached to their religion, 
~would have had an additional motive for defend-_ 
ing their independence, had France been difpofed © 
to invade the republic ; and we know from ex- 
perience, with what ardor men will defend a 
government of their choice and contrivance. 


This meafure might have been accomplifhed 
in February, 1790, if it had, this country, 
perhaps, would have efcaped the fatal conteft in 
which fhe is involved, and Holland have re- 
mained our friend and ally. There was fufficient 
time between the above period and 1793, to have 
rendered the Low Countries invulnerable, and 
if this event had taken place, the French execu- 
tive council could have had no pretext for agi- 
tating the fatal queftion of the Scheldt, which 
gave a pretext to both parties for qnarrelling ; 

gy - and 
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-and as the Emperor would have been driven 
_ totally out of the Netherlands, and Liege ref- 
cued from the jurifdiction of its bifhop and the 
empire, the French would have had no motive, 
or even colour of motive, for marching into the 
Netherlands. This I took the liberty to ftate in 
a letter to the Marquis of Buckingham ;* nor 
were the commercial advantages that would have 
tefulted from fuch a meafure lefs important, 
than the many political ones that muft have 
enfued. 


Under thefe circumftances, I do not fee how 
it was po‘ible for France to have warred with 
this country, while.Holiand, fecured from danger 
by an impenetrable barrier, would have left us 
without any juftifiable motive for plunging into 
hoftilities. 


I have proved by a letter from General de 
Schlieffen, that the King of Pruffia was decidedly 
againft the Low Countries returning to the court 
of Vienna; and as to the views of the Princefs of 
Orange,+ they ought not to have influenced the 

councils 


* Vide Appendix, No. XVI 


+ Her object was to have her fon Stadtholder in Brabant and 
Flanders. Vandernoot and Van Eupen were her agents, and 
in this hope fhe encouraged the fubjects of the Emperor in 
their revolt; allowed them to affemble at Breda, and was cate- 

ful 
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councils of this country in a matter which was fo 
clofely connected with its deareft interefts. This 
I conceive to have been the firft important error 
committed by adminiftration after the fubverfion 
of the old fyftem in France, and to which the 
deplorable conieft in which we are engaged may 
in a great meafure be attributed. The fecond 
etror was immediately after the commence- 
ment of hoftilities, when government might 
have had the powerful aid. of a very nume-, 
rous party in France, at that time in credit, 
many of them in official fituations, poffeffed 
of great influence, until, by the ferocious 
energy of Robetpicrre, they were either but- 
chered or banifhed, or compelled to conceal 
themfelves. Thefe men, attached to the confti- 
tution of 1791, as accepted by their late king, were 
anxious for the eftablifhment of a limited mo- 
narchy; they were diftributed all over France, 
and were to be found in the convention, in the 
departments, and in the army.* A declaration 
from the coalefced powers, that they would be 
fatisfied with a limited monarchy, would have 
armed legions in favour of the fugitive princes, 


ful to have them fupplied with arms, ammunition, and what- 
ever they wanted. There is a great deal of hiftory attached to 
the tranfactions in the Low Countries, which I may perhaps 
hereafter detail more fully. 


* Vide Appendix, No. XVII 
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and Lyons, that defended itfelf with a ferocity 
worthy of the animals. whofe name it founds 
like, would have efcaped the horrible maflacres 
that afterwards depopulated it, and all the dif- 
graceful and deplorable circumftances attached 
to the evacuation of Toulon, would have been 
prevented. Thefe true, thefe dignified, thefe 
rational friends of royalty, required neither mo- 
ney nor ammunition. This party, from the cir- 
cumftance of their being on the fpat, and in the 
very heart of the country, more than from their 
numbers, which were certainly very confiderable, 
would have been more formidable and certainly 
much lefs expenfive allies than thofe infatuated 
gentlemen, who, by being exiles, and profcribed, 
had difficulties to encounter before they could 
take poft any where on the French territory, 
and which of courfe muft have made the fuccefs 
_ of any enterprife extremely doubtful. 


The Secretary of State for foreign affairs per- 
feétly underfiands to what I allude, and fubfe- 
quent events have enabled his Lordfhip to form 
a tolerable jutt eftimate of what this country 
has unfortunately loft by his indifcretion. 


_ 

I believe that the minifter was apprifed, late in 
January, or very early in February, 1794, of 
the unfortunate iffue of the campaign of that 
year in the Low Countries. The intelligence 


came 
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came from a fource that could not well. be — 
doubted, and I know to acertainty, that an af- 
furance from Bafle was 'tranfmitted to him in Ja- 
nuary, 1795, that ‘* the Convention was ready to 
“* receive propofitions for peace, provided they were 
“§ compatible with the dignity, fecurity, and inte- 
“© refts of the French republic.’* FElated with the 
prolpect of a {peedy termination of the direfulcon- 
flict, and all its attendant horrors, the perfon who 
received this important communication, offered 
to go to Bafle, without any expence to govern- 
ment (except for the poft-hortes) and avail him: 
felf of the reiources in his power, to learn from 
Paris the nature of the conditions on which 
France would make peace. 


This perfon was induced to make this offer 
from the pofitive information he had, that the 
gentleman -/ who had been placed at Bafle on 
the recommendation of the Duke of ‘Portland, 
gave too eafy credit to that clafs of Frenchmen 
who had an intereft, or at leaft were anxious 
for the fartheir profecution of the war. I have 
even reafon to fufpeét that the minifiry are in- 


* La Convention eft prét de recevoir des propofitions 
pour la paix, pourvd qu’elles foient convenable a la dignité, 
% 2 la fureté et aux interefts de la republique Frangaife.” 


Extra of a letter from Bafle, Fanuary 179%, a copy of 
which was Jent to Mr, Pitt ou the 23d of that month. 


3 Mr. Wickham. 
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clinesb fo this opinion; at leaft they have had 
fafficient evidence of the fact to convince them. 
Be it as it may, the perilous ftate of the country 
' réquires a more than common degree of vigilance, 
prudence, and accuracy in thofe who are on 
miffion in the very focus as it were of political 
intrigue and cabal. 


I do not mean to throw any reflection on the gen- 
tleman on miffion in Switzerland at this important 
crifis; I merely ftate a fact, and with it a reflec- 
tion, the juftice and propriety of which cannot well 
be queftioned. A friend with whom I was then 
in the habit of converfing, and who is in an of- 
ficial fituation, hinted it to me merely as his 
private opinion, that he fuppofed the reafon why 
the offer was not accepted, was the apprehenfion 
that the perfon meant to infinuate himfelf into 
the negotiation for peace, and as it was poffible 
that fuch an idea might have obtained a currency 
with thofe whom he wifhed to ferve, without any 
views of emolument to himfelf, he inftantly dif- 
claimed all pretenfions to reward, and even the 
mof diftant intention of making whatever fer- 
vices he might have it in his power to render go- 
vernment, a foundation for any future claim; he 
declared that he had no other ambition than to 
promote, as far as he could, at this momentous 
crifis, the interefts of his country, in a private 


ftation, without falary or eclat. . 
; It 
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It is impoffible to fay what reafons the minifter 
might have had for declining to enter into a ne- 
gotiation at that period; it is a candor to which 
he is entitled, to fuppofe that he had fufficient 
ground for the filence he obferved.* Yet-allow- 
ing him to have acted under the influence of 
what he thought better information, and to have 
judged it better for the interefts of the country 
to continue the war, rather than to have made 
overtures for peace; it is no reflection on his 
wifdom to obferve, that fubfequent events, if 
they have not convinced him of the delufion 
under which he acted, have at leaft changed 
the relative fituations of the two countries, in 
fuch a manner as to preclude him from expect- 
ing in our prefent circumftances, as good terms 
as would probably have been accorded to him at 
the above period, when Spain and Sardinia ftill 
hung to the confederacy, and Italy now prof- 
trate and degraded at the feet of France, gave 
us at leaft her good wifhes for fuccefs. 


* Tt appeared, however, to have had one good effect: 
Mr. Pitt declared in the courfe of the debate on Mr. Grey’s 
motion for peace, January 26, 1795, that ‘ rhe form of go- 
“ vernment in France should not be any objection to enter into a ne- 
gotiation for peace.” The extract had been fent to hima few 
days previous to the motion of Mr. Grey, and has already been 
cited. It came froma quarter that the minifter might have 
refpected, and that could not have written unathorifed. 


In 
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In this ftate of affairs, deferted, plundered, and 
laughed at by the King of Pruffia,* forfaken by 
Spain and Sardinia, with the probability of lofing 
the very feeble fuccour of the Emperor, humbled 
and incapable as he is of any effectual refiftance, 
and, above a'l, with the ‘fenfe of the country 
decidedly againft the further profecution of the war, 
(provided it could be concluded upon any honour- 
able terms) it well behoves minifters to make an 
- experiment, which, whatever may be its event, 
muft terminate to their advantage; and by ab- 
folving them from the reproach of obftinacy, in a 
matter where obftinacy may be a crime, reftore 
them to that confidence which it is fincerely my 
with fhould ever be fully accorded to thofe who 
are entru(ted. with the adminiftration of publie 


* It was the impudent boaft of this flagitious fovereign, in 
the winter of 1794, that he would have another fubfidy from 
the Englifh. Our engagements with the Emperor, to a cer- 
tainty, defeated his hopes, and the Dutch; who were much 
preffed to take this part of the burthen off our hands, declined 
it, fo that his Pruffian Majefty has only the boaft of having 
plundered this country, with all soo infamy attached to a 
condué fo atrocious. 


+ The French, after the affair of the toth of Auguft, and 
in hoftility with Auftria and Pruftfia, had no refource but in war, 
and the anfwer that Mr. Roland gave to a friend of mine, at 
that time iti credit and power in France, deferves notice — 
“ Peace is out of the queftion—we have 300,000 in arms—we 
muft make them march as far as their legs will carry them, or 
they will return and cut our throats.” 
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affairs. The experiment is at leaft worth try- 
ing; if it fhould fucceed, Mr. Pitt will have the 
glory and the confolation of concluding a conteft 
which he could not have avoided, and his abili- 
tics are a futlcient warrant that the peace will 
not be a difhonour to his name or nation. 


It is an injuftice of the moft malevolent de- 
fcription, to reproach Mr. Pitt with having re- 
nounced all thofe profeffions, on the faith of 
which he obtained the power and confidence of 
his country; I cannot fufpect him capable of fo 
wilful, fo indecent a departure from right; of fo 
fhameful a dereliction from his former principles 
and profeffions. I am ftill difpofed to believe 
him an advocate for parliamentary reform, and 
that, convinced of its neceffity, he will, when- 
ever the great preffure of the moment is removed, 
ferioufly give his attention to the only meafure 
that can effectually fecure the conftitution from 
the terrible contagion of the times, a contagion 
which even mercury cannot reach. This mea- 
fure is no lefs the intereft, than it is the duty of, 
the crown and of the ariftocracy ta accede to, 
and they will do well to remember, that there is 
prudence as well as juftice.in conceffion. 

Forced as Mr. ‘Pitt has been, by the ftrong 
current of events, from all his wife and benevo- 
lent purpofes, it is unfair to reproach him with 

U having 
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“having perfidioufly abandoned, what he had 
promifed to perform. Hurried by events, whofe 
violence has confounded, disjointed, or defaced 
thrones, ftates, and empires; whofe wild fury 
‘has changed the very nature almoft of man; all 
but the phyfical pofition of the globe, whieh 
alone appears beyond their reach, it was not pof- 
fible he could counteract or forefee the wonderful 
revolution that has taken place, or be prepared 
for the more wonderful effects that have refulted 
from it. Under fach untoward, fuch extraordi- 
nary circumftances, every excufe fhould be made; 
every indulgence is due; and it ought neither 
to offend nor furprife us, if he has not been 
enabled to accomplifh the vaft, the intricate, not 
to fay hazardous enterprife of parliamentary re- 
form, for hazardous it certainly is, and muft not 
be attempted on a fudden, but by means flow 
and gradual, almoft to imperceptibility, or the 
mifchiefs it is meant to prevent, will be accele- 

rated. } 


This very confideration fhould operate moft 
powerfully witi: Mr. Pitt in favour of peace, and 
difpofe him to make the attempt; if he fhould hap- 
pily fucceed, it will enable him to refume and ac- 
complifh the various projects he has planned for 
the improvement of the revenue, and the redemp- 
tion of the national debt; for the giving ftill 
greater vigor and extent to our wide-extended 

com- 
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commerce; and, above all, he will be enabled to 
purfue, witha certainty of fuccefs, the great ob- 
ject he has long had at heart, and to obtain for the 
lower orders of fociety that amelioration in their 
condition, which, while it reflects honour on 
his wifdom and humanity, ‘will not only add to 
the comforts of the people, but .enfure the inter- 
nal tranqtillity of the country. 


Such arethe advantages; fach are the honours 
that Mr. Pitt will infallibly derive from peace; 
and it well behaves him to reflect on the confe- 
quences that are likely to refult from a fruitlefs 
perféverance againft a nation that muft become 
formidable the very inftant fhe ceafes to be vul- 
nerable. 


It is in vain to diffemble that this country 
ftands on the very brink of ruin, but minifters 
are much nearer the edge than any one elfe, and 
will be the firft ‘hurled down the tremendous 
precipice. Mr. Pitt has it in his power to fave 
himfelf and the empire. The minds of the peo- 
ple are already angered with a fucceffion of dif- 
aftrous events in a war, the conduct of which 
does little credit to the wifdom of thofe who have 
directed it; and it isa-queftion that deferves the 
attention of the minifter (for his head is at ftake) 
how far it may be prudent to increafe that anger, 
by an obftinate and unavailing conteft, which 

U2 muft 
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tnuft heavily addto the burfhens of the people, 
and lead eventually perhaps to infurre¢tion. 


This truth may be offenfive, but as the happinefs 
of millions is an object of far greater importance in 
my eftimation than the pleafure or difpleafure ofa 
minifter, it difdains the balance that would place 
them in oppofitefcales. Leta fincereandunaftected 
difpofition for peace be as publicly announced as 
it is univerfally defired, and the proper means 
taken by a frank ‘and unreferved communication 

of terms, worthy of the two nations to accept. 
If, after this advance on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, France, intoxicated with fuccefs, fthould 
‘reject the proffered boon, the minifter becomes 
juftified by her guilt, and will be fupported tn 
his efforts to punifh her temerity and injuftice 
by the invincible energy of the whole country. 
Rapid as her tide of glory flows beyond the Alps 
and on the Rhine ; fplendidasher victories have | 
been on the continent, her internal fituation is as 
deplorable as crime and folly combined-can make 
it. The affli€ting fcene excites the mingled 
fenfations of horror, pity, and difguft ; her feat 
of empire is a prey to contending factions, while 
the whole furface of her wide-extended territory 
-refembles an agitated fea, whofe tremendous 
waves, torn up by fucceflive tempefis from the 
very bottom of the ocean, rife furious and indig- 
nant as if jealous of dominion, and rolling on each 
+4 other 
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other in wild confufion, are dathed and fplit to 
atoms ! 


If, under fuch diftreffing circumftances; if, 
amidft thefe complicated f{cenes of horror and 
defpair, torn and diftraéted by civil broil, the 
government almoft a wreck, France, blind to 
her intereft and her duty, fhould prefer calamity 
to peace; if fhe fhould fpurn the mild dictates 
of humanity and right, and froma madnefs, all 
her own, in the vain hope of blotting Great Bri- 
tain from the nations of the earth, refolve on a 
war of defolation and of death, our’s be the tri- 
umph and her’s the curfe! fhe fhall find that 
Britons elated, not depreffed by the fierce con- 
flict to which they are driven, are equal to the 
glorious animating conteit; a conteft worthy of 
their valour and their virtues, and that their ef- 
forts and their heroifm, proportioned to the great 
emergency, will rife to an altitude that fhall 
make France tremble at her perfidy and. pre- 
fumption ! 
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HAD refided feveral years at Liege, and oti quit- 
ting it, had preferved a conftant correfpondenceé 
with the venerable, faithful magifirate the bur- 
gomafter Fabry. It was in confequence of fome 
letters from him on the retreat of the Bifhop that ° 
I returned early in January, 1790. It was in the 
moment of its revolution ; and my opinion being 
afked a’ to the jine of conduct neceffary to bé 
purfued in their prefent circumftances, I repeated 
the advice I had formerly given, and recom-’ 
mended an. alliance with the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and the union to be inftantly followed by 
a declaration of independence. To thofe who 
love patch-work, and are {atisfied if they can get’ 
through the great concerns of a nation from day 
to day, by trick and contrivance, as fome men 
live from hand to mouth, and if whofe con 
traéted minds the ideas of magnitude and futu* — 
rity never found admittance, this project may 
gies bold; but a man entrufted with the in-' 
A terefis 
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terefts of an entire people is ill qualified to 
conduct them, if he does not provide for cen- 
turies to come if poflible, for their prefervation 
and improvement. It is the duty of minifters, 
and I am fure it would be wifdom in them, te 
look conftantly forward, and never backward, 
but by way of reference to experience for good 
counfel. This project, which I feel a fatis- 
faction in reflecting, ‘I was the firft to fug- 
geft in that country, and which I took the 
liberty to recommend in this, would have been 
adopted in Brabant, if thofe wretched bigots, 
Van Eupen, and Vandernoot, the one a weak 
and rancorous prieft, and the other a lawyer, 
had poffefied any thing like a mind between 
them: I feel the utmoft concern that it failed ; . 
tor I had objects in view far more important 
than thofe which were declared, and which at the 
time would not have been difficult to accomplith.. 
1 was no ftranger either to the intrigues of the 
Pruffian agents, or of Mr. Semonville, who had 
been fent from Paris to Bruxelles to treat with 
the chiefs of the infurgents, and this made me 
the more anxious to have my project executed. 
To do juftice to my friend, no efforts on his_ 
part would have been wanting; and if Bra- 
bant had been lefs blinded by fuperftition, it 
would have fucceeded. If it had happily 
fuccecded, a ftrong and impenetrable _ bar- 
rier, extending one hundred and fifty Englifh . 

miles, 


U3 5) 


miles, in a direct line from Oftend to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and, in fome places, as many in. 
breadth, would have been given to the Dutch 
on the fide of France, while Cleves would 
have fecured them from infult on that of the 
Empire. It would alfo have prevented, by ino- 
culation as it were, five millions of people from 
receiving the contagion of their powerful neigh- 
bours, in the very worft ftage of their difeafe, 
or from throwing themfelves in defpair into the 
arms of France, as the only refuge from Auf- 
trian defpotifm ; and, finally, it would have 
produced very confiderable commercial advan- 
tages to this country, well worthy of the attention 
of Minifters. I had long been apprehenfive that 
the Auftrian Netherlands would ultimately fall 
under the dominion of France, either by conqueft, 
exchange, or the difaffection of the people to 
the Emperor; and as fuch an event would be 
of ferious confequence to the maritime power of 
Great Britain, by giving to her natural enemies 
and rivals the command of both ends of the 
Channel, 1 was rejoiced at an opportunity of 
preventing a calamity of fuch political extent. 
What I dreaded in 1785, and predicted in 1787, 
actually happened in 1792; the French had 
rendered themfelves matters of the Low Coun- 
tries, and even of Liege and Aix-la-Chapelle ; 
and if they had been lefs intoxicated with their 
victories, and more attentive to the obligations 
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of morality, or even to the fuggeftions of policy, 
in her firft invafion, they would haye preierved 
their conquefts againft all the force of 3 Europe, 
and the inhabitants of the Low Countries would 
have efcaped the horrors of the two campaigns 
that have again deluged them in blood, and 
again wrelied them from the Houte of Aufiria, 
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IT was one part of the miffion of the Chez 
yalier Donceel from Liege to Brabant, wha 
was alfo employed as a fecret agent by the 
Court of Berlin, to propofe the alliance I fug- 
gefted, and to engage the Auftrian Netherlands 
to follow the more wife and prudent councils of 
Monfieur Vonck, in preference to thofe of Van- 
dernoot, who was merely an inftrument in the 
hands of an intriguing woman, allied to a fove- 
reign who has fucceflively, and, what is ftill 
more to be lamented, fuccefsfully betrayed all 
parties and all nations whom he pretended ta_ 
ferve, and engaged to fupport. If I forbear to 
fay more upon this fubject, it is out of com- 
paffion to a female in adverfity, though her ad- 
verfity has been occafioned by her paffion for 
political intrigue and the fottith imbecility of 
| her 
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her hufband. The object of this note is merely 
to prove, that the Court of Berlin was decidedly 
of opinion in 1790, that the Low Countries 
fhould be wrefted from the Emperor. What the 
opinions of the King of Pruffia have been fince 
that period, we all know from Wretched expe- 
rience, but what they may hereafter be, Om- 
nifcience alone can foretel. & 


«* I] ne fut jamais queftion de faire entrer les 
troupes étrangeres dans le Pays Bas; vous 
pouvez dire hardiment que ni Pruffiens, ni 
Hefiois, ni les troupes de Brunfwic n’y entre- 
ront ;—il nous fuffit, mon cher Chevalier, que 
Jes Pays Bas, ne retombe pas entre les mains de 
VEmpereur. 


Etait figné, 


Le General de ScHLIEFFEN.” 
A Liege, 
Fevrier, 1790. 


Au Chevalier Donceel & Bruxelles. 


TRANSLATION. 


‘It was never meant to march any foreign 
troops into the Low Countries; you may, 
therefore, boldly contradict fuch a report, and 
as boldly affert, that neither the troops of 

Pruffia, 
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Pruffia, Heffe, nor Brunfwick, will enter the 
Auftrian Netherlands—all that we require is 
that they do not return again to the houfe of 
Auftria. 
Signed, 

Le General ScHLIEFFEN.” 

Liege, Feb. 1790. 


To the Chevalier Donceel & Bruxelles. 


It is neceffary to obferve that this is an an- 
{wer to a letter from M. Donceel, ftating the 
general apprehenfion at Bruxelles of an inten- 
tion of the King of Pruflia to march his troops 
into the Low Countries, in order. to force the 
people to receive a Stadtholder, which the Prin- 
cefs of Orange had propofed, and to which they 
were as averfe as to a governor and minifter 
from Vienna. M. Vandernoot was the inftru- 
ment who undertook to prepare men's minds 
for this fubftitute for the Archduchefs ;* but the 
good fenfe of the country would alone have 
fufficed to defeat the fuccefs of any fuch project, 
even if they had not been ftimulated by the 
cabals of the French to reject it. France was 
no lefs alarmed than the Flemings at the idea 
of a foreign army marching into. the Low Coun- 


* Nous n’avons pas befoin des marionettes’ —We do net 
want puppets—-was the obfervation made to me, at that time, 
by one of the ableft men in Brabant. 

objects 
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trics. The neighbourhood: was too .near her 
frontiers, and the invafion might have other 
objects befides the guarantee of the transfer of a 
nation from one defpot to another. The French 
are as vigilant as they are intelligent, and thofe in 
this country, who imagine that the proportion of 
intellect in France bears no proportion to that in 
England, deceive themfelves very much, and are 
cither ignorant or illiberal in the degree that they 
entertain, and propagaate an opinion fo diftant 
trom truth, and that reflects fuch little credit on 
their juftice or their underftanding. 
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« THE miferable peafant, deftitute of every 
refource but induftry to fupport his wretched 
offspring, and even that refource, (poor and 
fcanty as it is) a contingency on his health 
and capacity for labour, muft toil hard for the 
folitary fhilling with which he daily feeds and 
clothes his helplefs family. It has repeatedly 
fallen within my obfervation fince the commence- 
ment of this letter, to behold, in a variety of in- 
ftances, this extreme difirefs aggravated by the 
illnefs and infirmity of the children, to whom, as 
well as to their haplefs parents, cxiftence appears 
to be every thing but a blefling. Contraft their 

deplorable 
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deplorable condition with your own exalted 
ftate! Recolleét how much you are indebted to 
chance for the fuperiority of your fortune, and res 
membering that thefe men are your fellow crea- 
tures; pofleffing in commor with yourfelf, 4 
right to the common neceffaries and enjoyments 
of life, let me afk you, Sir, if you can without 
blufhing demand, exclufive of the very ample 
income allowed you by the ‘nation, a fum that 
would comfortably maintain in perpetuity, one’ 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED of thefe very people; 
whofe afflictions you would increafe, and whofé 
morfel of bread you would embitter and render 
more difficult to obtain, in order to defray your 
extravagance? Sir, it is againft reafon, it is 
againft juftice, humanity, and right ; it is again{ft 
your perfonal intereft and fecurity, that a difpro- 
portion fo feandalous fhould exift between man 
and man! God never defigned it, and the go- 
yvernment that authorifes or connives at the abufe, 
hazards its tranquillity or exiftence. 


« Itis no abatement of the fufferings and 
agonizing forrows of the famifhed cottager, that 
the pottion of happinefs is not more diffufed 
among the higher, than it is among the lower 
orders of fociety. It 1s no alleviation of his dif- 
trefs, that while he is perifhing of hunger, your 
Royal Highnefs is expofed to numberlefs vexa-’ 
tions and difappointments. The’ chagrin and 

I anger 
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anger provoked by pride defervedly mortified, or 
your ill health arifing from intemperance, afford 
him no confolation in the hour of calamity ; 
they adminifier no comfort to his mind, and af- 
ford no drawback to his grief or misfortunes. 
They furnifh neither food nor raiment to his 
ftarving, ragged offspring, nor fhield his ill- 
thatched hovel from the rude blafts of winter. 
It is fophiftry to fay, that the magnificence in 
which you live is but {plendid mifery, which am- 
ply revenges him for the difference of his for- 
tune; nor is it argument to fay, that becaufe 
you are wretched, he ought to be happy, for it 
is only a bafe and vindictive mind that can de- 
tive confolation or joy from the miferies of 
another.” | 


Extra of a Letter addreffed to his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales, Muy 1796. Page 13.— 
vith Edition. 
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IT is unimportant to ftate the caufes of my dif- 
. agreement with the Minifier. Whatever my 
opinion on any of the great queftions that agitate 
men’s minds at this awful crifis, may be, it is of 
too little moment to juftify its publication to the 
world. I cannot, however, but regret that he 
fhould have given force and activity to a mind as 
malignant and vindictive i in its very nature, as it 
is fplendid in its endowments; IJ did not fee] my~ 
felf pledged, either by my confidence in the Mi- 
nifter, or my perfonal regard for him, to refpect 
every man whom the circumftances of the moment 
might force him to receive to his bofom. If Mr. 
Pitt, for great political pur pofes, was compelled to 
go into bad company, he muft take the conte. 
quences; I felt no fuch neceffity, and was not 
obliged to follow him, 


I never ventured to give an opinion on the fer- 
vices for which Mr. Burke was employed, and 
for which he has been fo profufely paid.—Ir is, I 
think, very evident, that if he had cantinued ta 
a¢t with his ald friends until he retired from Par- 
liament, that he would not have had his retreat 
enlivened by a crowd of pentions which ftood fo 

much 
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much in each other’s way, that he was under 
the neceffity of parting with fome of them at_ 
auction to the higheft bidder. This being 
the cafe, every man is qualified to judge of 
his guantum meruit, and may “ fit on thé 
<¢ ingueft.”” But when Mr. Burke, with a ma- 
levolence all his own, at leaft I hope fo, and 
which was as unprovoked as it was unquef- 
tionably inhuman, attacked an unfortunate man, 
confined many fathoms below the furface of the 
earth, in a damp and dreary dungeon, whom I 
had known in better times, and whofe public vir- 
tue is as tranfcendent as his fate is deplorable, I felt 
it a duty that I owed to the facred call of private 
friendfhip and affection, as well as to the glorious 
and animating caufe of liberty, to vindicate him 
from his mercilefs and cowardly affaffin. 





If any thing could aggravate the charge, moft 
impudently falfe, that Mr. Burke had the unfeel- 
ing atrocity to advance againit M. de la Fayette, 
it is the circumftance of the impoffibility of this 
victim to the double infamy of tyranny and flan- 
der, refuting the calumnies of his protected li-, 
beller. It was not M. de la Fayette only that I 
defended, but the caufe of freedom and humanity 
over the wide extended furface of the earth. Tt 
was the caufe of every man, except the wretched 
being in whom it originated; and can this man 
ever expect either refuge or comfort? O, no! 

He ae? - Beacon- 
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Beaconsfield can afford him no afylum, nor the 
proud Exchequer of Britain adminifter to him ei- 
ther eafe or confolation; with all its enormous 
mint of money he would be poor, and his exif- 
tence (embittered by. the reflection of having 
fwelled and aggravated the calamities of war) 
rendered wretched even in Paradife. 


That Mr. Burke fhould have gone charged: 
with uncommon wrath to Mr. Pitt, and in the luft 
and delirium of his rage, have called for venge- 
ance on my devoted head, I can well conceive, | 
and even pardon, but I cannot fo readily account 
for, or excufe the unkindnefs and indifcretion of 
the Minifter for interfering in a matter in which 
Iwas at perfect liberty to judge for myfelf, and’ 
above all, as it is not in this country, thank God, 
that malice or defpotifin can felect viGims at dif- 
cretion, I could have wifhed that the Minifter 
had not exprefled any diffatisfaction at the part I 
took; but if his conduct in that inftance was ill- 
advifed, it was altogether as manly in the filence 
he has fince obferved, and in his refifting the male- 
volence that would have beggared me and an 
only child, dear to me in every refpect, by with- 
drawing from me, if it could, what I have dearly 
and honourably earned. 


The following letter will explain this, and as. 
this is the conclufion of my labour in the political 
vineyard, I feel no difficulty in publifhing it. 

Mr. 


Mr. Mires to Mr. Ross. 


«c Sir, 
London, March 6, 1796. 

«* MY letter to Mr. Duncombe is not a depar- 
ture from the intention I had formed of not wri- 
ting any more, unlefs the occafion fhould be ur- 
gent; I fay this, left you fhould fuppofe that I am 
fickle. In March 1794, | pledged myfelf to meet 
Mr. Burke if he ever came forward again.—He 
has come forward, and 1 have kept my word.— 
If he was the ; erfon to whom you alluded as ha- 
ving advifed Mr. Pitt to violate his engagements 
to me, he will be more a¢tive than ever in his ef- 
forts to feduce the man, whom I ftill refpect and 
with to ferve, into an act of injuftice. Mr. Burke 
knows nothing of my guan/wm meruit, and cannot, 
muft not, be upon the imgue/?. ‘The moderate in- 
come that I receive under the fign manual, and 
from the treafury, is the reward of many years cre- 
ditable, faithful, and acknowledged fervices, in 
which my private fortune was impaired to a 
greater amount than my penfion would fell for at 
Garraway’s. 7 


“* Feeling my right to the one and to the other 
to be indubitable, the former cannot be with- 
drawh 
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drawn during my life, nor the other withheld 
during the continuance of Mr. Pitt in office, but 
by an iniquitous perverfion of power, againft 
which I feel the moft perfeé& fecurity in the juftice 
of the Minifter. The man, therefore, that you 
fay counfelled Mr. Pitt to fuch a meafure, wanted 
integrity, if he knew the conditions of the bond, 
and if he did not, he was impertinent. 


<¢ Allow me to repeat the affurances of efteem 
with which I am, 


¢¢ Sir, &e.” 
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- GaN ia tel ha it was the policy of the Court 

of Verfailles to have the foreign journals 
at her difpofition, and to have as many: of them 
as poffible conducted by French editors; France 
was not the only power that watched with pain- 
ful vigilance and fufpicion, every paragraph or 
effay that had the moft diftant relation to her 
government, adminiftration, or affairs; it was 
in conformity with this principle, fo rigidly ad- 
hered to, that Monfieur Sabatier, the Envoy 
from his moft Chriftian Majetty to the Prince 
Bithop of Liege, received a fevere reprimand 
from his Court, for not having infifted on the 
Liege Gazette being taken from the printer, and 
the editor difmiffed, for having prefumed to re- 
tort in June, 1782, a bravado of the marine 
minifter in France, who, on taking leave of M. 
cle Graffe, whom he had accompanied to Breft, 
recommended in a very audible manner the 
Britifh Admiral, Sir George Rodney, to his par- 
ticular care. The Emprefs of Ruffia, animated 
by the fame fpirit, fent inftructions to her Con- 
ful, Mr. Fabius, at Bruxelles, to make a formal 
complaint to the fame Prince Bithop, againft a 
a journal recently eftablifhed in the city of Liege, 

5 by 


(298-5 


by a native of France, who had fought refuge in 
that principality from his own country, and as a 
refource had fet up a newfpaper. The Bifhop, 
in complianee with the wifhes of the Court of 
Peterfburg, infifiled upon the “ Journal Politique 
et General de PEurope,” fubmitting to have an 
imprimateur, or to quit the Liege territory ; he 
chofe the latter, and retired to a town twelve 
miles off, in the duchy of Limburg, on the road 
to Aix-la-Chapelle, called Herve, and his paper 
from thence was afterwards diftinguifhed by the 
name of “ La Feuille de Herve,” 


As the editor of this journal has made a very 
confpicuous figure on the great and aftonifhing 
fcene yet before us, and as by the extraordinary 
occurrences of the times, it has fallen to my lot to 
have correfponded with him at the two epochs 
in which his fortunes, no lefs whimfical than 
malicious, were in the greateft extremes, it will 
be permitted me, I hope, to fay fomething ofa 
man who, for one fhort moment of his life, ap- 
pears as if he held the deftiny of Europe in his 
hands, and whofe extravagant ambition, com- 
bined with ignorance, and, perhaps, with fome 
degree of perfonal refentment againft the minif- 
ter, for not having accorded him in 1788, an 
allowance of fifty pounds a year, accelerated the 
fatal declaration that involved France and Eng- 
Jand in their prefent dreadful conflict This 
man 
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man had received a regular education, but wild 
and diffipated, after having been a ftudent, fol- 
dier, and vagabond in fucceffion, was finally 
profcribed his native country by order of Mon- 
fieur de Vergennes. In his talents he found a 
refource which atoned for the poverty of his 
fortunes, and would have repaired the injuries 
produced by mifcondudt, if he had poffeffed at 
any one period of his life, either prudence or 
rectitude. His firft endeavour, on fetting up 
this journal, towards the clofe of the American 
war, was to ingratiate himfelf with the govern- 
ment that had fpurned him, by contrafting the 
grandeur and profperity of France. with the 
penury and degraded ftate of Great Britain, 
humbled, as he faid, to be a nation only of the 
third rank in the fcale of Europe. Jt was the 
conftast burthen of his fong, that this country 
was on the eve of bankruptcy, that no exertion 
of wifdom or ceconomy could reftore her fhat- 
tered credit, and that France alone was the only 
power in whom foreign ftates could with fafety 
confide their property. The magnanimity and 
difcretion of the French minifter, with the fallen 
and impoverifhed condition of England, torn and 
divided by cabals of contending faClions, were 
the themes that conftantly occupied {feveral 
pages of La Feuille de Herve, and as the conclu- 
fions drawn from thefe exaggerated mifreprefen- 
tations were aloe attended to, the falfehood, ab- 
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furdity, and impudence of the ptemifes wer@ 
ihrown altogether out of the account. Indeed it 
was hardly poffible for an Englifhman to mix-in 
fociety at that period without hearing fome un- 
pleafant animadverfidns on his country and its 
government. : 


- Tt is an argument with foreigners who nevet 
travel, that a man can have no very great love 
for his country who quits it, and from thence 
they conclude that every Englifhman on the 
continent is happier abroad than at home. It is 
under this impreffion that the queftion, What 
makes you fo fond of travelling? is fo often 
propofed, particularly when. an Englifhman 
among foreigners has the indifcretion publicly to 
extol his own nation as fuperior to all others. 
This fubje€&t was occafionally handled with an 
happy and mifchievous effect, by way of a plea- 
fant relief to the dry details of political cecono- 
my, in which it was proved to the entire convic- 
tion of all thofe who Know nothing of the mat- 
ter, that the Britifh funds, could not poffibly 
hold their ground, and that England, ruined and 
undone, would fpeedily become a bankrupt. 
The generality of foreigners, excepting the 
French, know little more of other nations than 
what they read in the public prints, and jit is in 
. the public prints that they place the greateft con- 


fidence ; if the truth is conteftéd, the only an- 
: {wer 
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fwer they gave is, a] faut que cela foit vrai, car tt 
eft imprimé. A perfon in high rank and in high 
official fituation, on being told that almoft 
every houfe in London had a lamp at its door, 
exprefied his aftonifhment, and could fcarce be- 
lieve it poffible ; addrefling himfelf to me, he de- 
manded, eff il vrai, Monfieur, que les rues de Londres 
Jont fi bien eclairées 2 Oui, Monfieur, (1 anfwered) 
les rues et les HOMMES y font tres eclairés. ‘The 
fame perfon could not eafily believe that Mr. 
Pitt was not a Lord, I have merely mentioned 
thefe trifling cireumftances, and this extreme ig- 
norance of foreigners, to account for the extreme 
credit given to all that is afferted in the public 
prints. 


I had obferved with much impatience the in- 
ceflant mifreprefentations of The Fournal General 
et Politique de T Europe, refpeGing the public cre- 
dit of this country, and this impatience was ra- 
ther increafed than diminifhed by the frequent 
appeals that were made to me with an air of ma~- 
lignant triumph for a confirmation of the fact, 
and efpecially by, thofe whom I knew to be pen- 
fioners of the Court of Verfailles. As I fre- 
quently met the French minifter at dinner and 
at parties, I took occafion to mention, in the 
courfe of familiar chit-chat, the illiberality of his 
countryman, and to wifh that he would confine 
himfelf ta facts, for that a great nation, like 
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France, did not require to be propped by falfe- 
hood and {fcurrilities. M. St. Croix, reprobat- 
ing the man, his paper, and his conduct, de- 
clared he was fo worthlefs, he had nothing to fay 
to him. Vexed at thefe daily libels, F conceived 
the project of writing a private letter to M. Le 
Brun, in which I Jamented that a journal fo uni- 
verfally and fo defervedly read, fhould have fal- 
len into the grofseft errors, and that anxious for 
the credit of his paper, I had taken the liberty ta 
fend him an hafty fketeh of our public debt, 
taxes, and refources, on the fidelity of which he 
might venture to rely, and that E trufted to his 
love of truth to give it the reception it deferved. 


In the courfe of a week I received a very flat- . 
tering acknowledgment of its having been re- 
ecived, and that every attention fhould be paid 
to my information that I could wifh. It did not 
occur to me at the time that this officioufnefs 
might expofe me to the fufpicion of being in fe- 
ciet correfpondence with the Englifh minifter, 
and if that had really been the fact, it is moft 
probable that I fhould not have written, left 
fuch a fufpicion fhould have expofed me to dan- 
ger. The truth is, that not having fuch a cor- 
refpondence, I thought only of rendering a fer- 
vice to my country by correcting mif-ftatements 
that I perceived impreffed foreigners with a very. 
unfavourable opinion of Britifh fecurity, and 
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Britifh faith. I had no other motive, I had not 
even communed with a fingle creature on the 
fubject, and was far from being equal to the 
tafk of explaining myfelf as fully as I wifhed to 
do in either the French or Englith language. 
The reception however, that my communica- 
tion met with, gave me a very high idea of M. 
Le Brun’s candor, and J was ftill more charmed 
with his conduct when I found that his abufe was 
converted into panegyric, and that the finances 
and refources of England were the conftant 
themes of his admiration. Little read in human 
nature, and allowing truth to poffefs a much 
Jarger empire over the minds of men than fhe igs 
ever likely to obtain, I attributed, without hefiy 
tation, the change that had taken place entirely 
to a love of juftice in the editor. It was under 
this conviction, that, feveral months afterwards, I 
wrote him the following letter, in confequence of 
his having been compelled to fly, at only half an 
hour’s notice, from his wife and children, de- 
pendent on his induftry for fupport, to claim the 
protection of the Emperor againft an unjufti- 
fiable exertion of power in the States of Brabant, 
lately revolted from the jurifdiCtion of their fo- 
vereign. I wasat this time an entire firanger to 


the perfon of M. Le Brun.” 


« Liege, 
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“* Liege, le 30 Juin, 1787, 
«© MownslEur, 


** JE viens d'apprendre par M. Fabry V’eve- 
nement facheux qui vous eft arrivé, et qui vous 
a forcé de vous fouftraire fur le champ 4 un 
pouvoir nouvellement acquis, et trés indécem- 
ment exercé a votre égard, 


« Tl m’a dit que vous étiez parti pour recla- 
mer la protection de |’Empereur contre Vinjuf- 
tice des états du Brabant. Votre départ précipité 
ne vous a pas fans doute permis de vous pour- 
voir de l’argent néceffaire pour les frais d'un 
voyage pénible et difpendieux. Choqué de cette 
conduite de la part des Etats, que Ja Jiberté naif- 
fante. auroit dai rendre plus conforme aux prin- 
cipes de la juftice, et fentant combien une dé- 
marche fi peu meafurée, pour ne pas dire fi ty- 
rannique, a di vous occafionner d’embarras, je 
me flatte que yous ne trouverez pas mauvais 
qu’un Anglais, animé par l'amour de Ia liberté, 
qu'il ne perdre qu’avec la vie, ait jointe ici une 
traite de vingt Louis de Mefirs. Naglemackers 
fur leur correfpondents 4 Ratisbonne. J'efpére 
que cette petite fomme vous arrivera 4 tems pour 

4 yous 


Gag) 


vous étre utile, et furtout que vous obtiendrez 
de votre fouverain la juftice qu’il vous doit. 


“© Je fuis, Mowsigur, 
« Avec confideration, &c. 
« W. MILES.” 
A Monjfieur, 


Monfieur le Brun, 
Poft reftante a Ratifbonne. _ 


TRANSLATION. 


© Liege, June 30, 1787. 
ve Sir, 

*« J] AM this inftant informed by Mr. Fabry. 
of the unpleafant event which has happened, 
and which has forced you to fly from a power 
lately acquired, and very indecently exercifed 
towards your perfon. 


** T am told you are gone to Vienna to claim 
the protection of the Emperor again{t the injuf- 
tice of the ftates of Brabant. I am afraid, Sir, 
that your precipitate departure did not allow 
you fufficient time to provide yourfelf with mo- 
ney fora long and expenfive journey. Incenfed 
at the conduct of the ftates of Brabant, to whom 
the rifing fpirit of liberty fhould have dictated - 
_ principles more conformable to juftice, and feel- 
ing how very much this meafure of their's, fo 

imprudent, 
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imprudent, not to fay tyrannical, muft havé 
 embarraffed you, I hope you will-not be of- 
fended at an Englifhman, animated by that 
love of liberty which he will relinquifh only 
with his exiftence, intreating your acceptance of a 
draught for 20/. on a banker at Ratifbon. I hope 
this trifle will reach you in time to be of ufe to 
you, and that you will obtain that juftice from 
your fovereign to which you are entitled. 


oT hia; 


Din cc: 

¥ . . WW, MILES” 

To Mr. le Brun, , 
To be left at the Poft Office, Ratifbon. 


To this letter I received the following anfwer. 


< Monsieur, 

«* AH! fans doute vous étes Anglais, et vous 
méritez de l’étre—ce trait et généreux, et la no- 
bleffe dont vous l’accompagnerez, annonce une 
ame toute brulante de l'amour de la verité, et 
de fenfibilité pour les infortunés, et vous craig- 
nez encore homme incomparable, et vous avez 
la delicateffe de craindre, que je ne prenne en 
mauvaife part le bienfait que vous m/offrez. 
Non, Monfieur, j’en fuit au contraire tout pé- 
nétré de reconnaiffance, et j’accepte votre don 
avec plaifir. Quand ce ne feroit que pour ne 


pas 


ay 

pas priver votre ame de la feule reconipenice 
digne d’elle; nous comptons étrea Vienre fur 
la fin de la femaine, et je ne doute pas que nous 
ne trouvions toute la fatisfaction qui nous eft 
due auprés du fouverain. J’aurai joie ét je 
m’en ferai un devoir de vous informer dés pro- 
grés des nos folicitations, ne defirant rien tant,. 
que de pouvoir reprendre aux plutét nos tra- 
vaux, et vous prouver d’une mahiere plus ecla- 
tante, les fentimens’ d’eftime, d’admiration, et 
de reconnoiffance, que vous m’aveZ infpités, et 
avec lefquels, j’ai Phonneur d’étre, Monsigury 
votre trés humble, irés obcifant ferviteur, 


‘ LE BRUN.” 
‘© Ratifbonne, le 7 Juillet, 19872? 


AA Monfieur, 
Monfieur Miles, 
Gentilhomme Anglais a Liege. 


‘TRANSLATION: 


ss Sik, 

« AH! moft certainly you aré an Englith- 
man, and well you deferve the name of one. 
This noble and generous ation announces a 
foul fired by the love of truth, ad compaffion 
for the unfortunate, and you dre afraid of of- 
fending me by’ your generofity! No, Sir; on 
the contrary, I am-penetrated by your kindnefs,. 

D and 


( 26) 


and accept your offer with gratitude. We ex- 
pe&t to be at Vienna towards the erid of the 
week, and I do not doubt but we ‘fhall find 
every fatisfaction that is due to us from the fove- 
reign. I fhall feel it my duty to inform you of 
the refult of our’ folicitations, defiring nothing, 
more than to be enabled to refume our labours 
as foon .as poflible, and fo prove to you. in 
the ftrongeft. manner the fentiments of efteem,. 
admiration, and gratitude, with which you have 
infpired us, and with which we have the honour. 
to be, ; | 


* Your moft obedient. hamble fervants; 
Sa “« LE BRUN.” 
* RatifOon, July.75 1789." - ees 
To Mr. Miles, Liege. 


In the month of October or November follow- 
ing, Le Brun refunied his journal, and recom- 
mended his labours by accufing the Englifh Cabi- 
net of having excited the Turk to declare war 
againft the Mufcovite, and his animadverfions on 
that fuppofed fa&t :were well calculated, as they 
were meant to de, to imprefs the world with that 
opinion. I wrote to M, Le Brun that I: was forry 
he had fo fuddenly changed his opinion of Mr. 
Pitt; and was forry to fee him fo pofitive in a 
charge which I had every reafon to believe was 
ill-founded... Upon the receipt.of my letter, every 
“h . | thing 
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thing that had been afferted was inftantly retracted, 
and the next number vindicated the Britifh Cabinet 
from what I thought a calumny. It gave me great 
pleafure to find afterwards, that Sir R. M. Keith, 
the King’s Minifter at Vienna, had formally con- 
tradicted the charge, by order of his own Court. 
This was, in fome fort, a confirmation of what I had 
done, and would, as I thought, give me credit for 
veracity. My triumph, however, was of fhort dura- 
tion, the Emperor Jofeph, who was at once vehement 
and implacable in his refentment, fent orders to the 
government at Bruxelles to reprimand the Journal 
Politique, and to infift upon its renewing the charges, 
and throwing the whole odium of the war upon the 
Englith Cabinet, or on the Englfh Minifter at Con- 
{tantinople; in obedience to this command, the 
attack was refumed, and in confequence of its 
being refumed, I wrote the following letter to Le 
Brun :* | 


A Monfieur Le Bruin. 


Bruxelles, March 12, 1788. 
«© MonsizEvr, 

“ APRES vous avoir affuré que la guerre qu 
s’eft malheureufement déclarée cntre la Porte et 
la Ruffie, n’etoit pas l’ouvrage de l Angleterre ; 

D2 7+ je 


* In lookingover my ¢orrefpondence, I met with feveral of 
M. Le Brun’s letters. ‘The following extract from one of 
them is in anfwer to a requeft I made him to be impartial in his 

account 
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je-me fuis flatté que yous m’zuriez eru, et furtout 
puifgue vous eutes la complaifance de retrafter 
d’abord ce que vous veniez d’avancer dans ce 
moment 12, dans vatre difcours preliminaire. 


s* Je ne puis que fentir beaucoup de chagrin, 
en vous voyant donner plus de crédit 4 une lettre 


account of the politics of the different courts. In a converfation 
with him on the fubje@ of the following paffage, he explained 
il me fera difficile d’applaudir, by defiring me to read it as he 
meant, but did not dare to write it—i/l m’a dé DEFFNDU 
@’applaudir, adding C’ef la catin du nord qui sen mile auffiy 
and exclaiming, * 4b! Monfrexur, eft dans votre Ifle feule, 
qu'on peut heurter dy front le defpotifme.” 


Extrad of a Letter from M, Le Brun to Mr. Mixes, dated 
Herve, Fanvier le 6, 1788. 

* Fe commencerai cetie femaine, Monfeur, Particle de la 
Grande Bretagne, ou ye chercherai Poccafion de rendre au premier 
Miniftre, le tribut deloge et d’eftime que je crois qu'il merite, par 

Ses quatités perfonelles et parliamentaires; mais il me fera toujours 


dificile Papplaudir au [yftime politique du cabinet de St. ames.” 


TRANSLATION. 
fixtrad of a Letter from M, Le Brun to Mr. Mixes, dated 
Herve, Fan. 6, 1788, 


‘© fhall begin this week, Sir, the articles refpecting 
Great Britain, aud J will take an opportunity to render that 
tribute of. juitice which is due to the great parliamentary abili- 
ties of the Firft Lord of the Treafury; but it will be extremely 
difficult for me to approve of the politics of the Britifh Ca- 
binet.” 


particuliere 
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particuliere de Paris, qu’aux déclarations for- 
melles de la Cour de Londres, je ne m’arretterai 
pas fur l’indécence de donner un démenti fi fort, 
2 une autorité aufli refpeCtable, et certainement 
plus digne de foi que votre correfpondent ne 
peut l’étre. Mais j’en appelle a votre humanité, 
Sil eft jufte d’expofer non feulement la vie d’un 
homme innocent, mais méme fa réputation; car 
fi votre journal par hazard penetroit jufqu’a 
Conftantinople, le Chevalier Ainflie eft infallible- 
ment perdu. Ce que vous venez de lui attribuer 
lui couteroit la vie, et il faut avouer qu’on ne 
devroit pas fe permettre des accufations ferieufes, 
fans tre bien affuré de leur verité. Le Cheva- 
lier Ainflie * jufqu’a préfent ne s’eft pas permis 
de paffer les bornes de fon devoir. 


<¢ S’il ayoit, comme vous le dites, excité ta 
guerre entre les Turcs et la Ruffie, fans la par- 
ticipation de fa Cour, iJ feroit rappellé, et une 
pareille démarche l'auroit expof€ a ¢tre maffacré 
4 Conftantinople. D/ailleurs, Monficur, vous 
oubliez Ja maxime qui fert d’épigraphe 4 numere 
30 de votre journal, 


* T have not the honour of knowing Sir Robert Ainflie, 
or of being known to him, but finding him the objeé&t of 
very ferious chatges by the Court of Vienna, through the 
miniftry of the Journal Politique, and apprehenfive it might 
expofe his perfon to danger, I took upon me to contradict 
the calumny, from a Jove of that juftice which is due to all, 
and fhould be affured to all, 


2 «* Sans 
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‘“‘ Sans aucune preuve quelconque vous pro- 
noncez hardiment contre un homme revétu d'un 
caractere public, et dans un affaire ot il y va.de 
fa vie, et de fa réputation, ! 


“ J'efpere qu’apres cette rémonftrance ami- 
cale (ecrit par un homme, qui vous a deja donné 
des preuves de fon amitié, et qui fera heureux 
de vous étre utile) vous ferez plus circonfpe& a 
Pavenir, et que vous rendrez juftice au Cheva- 
lier Ainflie, dans votre prochain numero, 

‘© Je fuis, &c. 
“« W. MILES.” 


TRANSLATION. | 


To Monfeur Le Brun. 
66 Bruselles, March 12, 1788. 


Six, 

« AFTER having affured you the war, which 
has unfortunately been declared between the 
Porte and Ruffia, was not the work of Great 
Britain, I flattered myfelf that you would believe 
me, particularly after you had had the complai- 
fance to retract immediately what you had juft 
before advanced in your preliminary difcourfe. 


** ET cannot but feel great concern in feeing 
you give more credit to a private letter from Pa- 


ris than to the formal declaration of the Court 
of 


es oa | 


of London. I will not dwell on the impropriety 
of giving fo flatly the lye to fo refpectable an 
authority, who certainly is more worthy of credit 
than your correfpondent can be.—But I appeal 
to your humanity. Is it juft to expofe not only 
the life of an innocent man, but even his cha- 
racter? For if your journal fhould by chance 
find its way to Conftantinople, Sir Robert Ainf- 
lie would be undone. What you impute to him 
would coft him his life, and you muft own that 
fuch ferious accufations fhould not be brought 
againft him, unlefs the truth of them were | 
known with certainty. Hitherto Sir Robert 
Ainflie has not attempted to go beyond the li- 
mits of his duty. 


“‘ If he had, as you have faid, excited a war 
between Rufiia and the Turks, without the parti- 
cipation of his Court, he would be recalled, and 
fuch a meafure would expofe him to be mafia- 
cred at Conftantinople. Befides, Sir, you forget 
the motto you have taken for Number 30 of 
your journal. 


“* Without any fort of proof you boldly con- 
demn a man vefied with a public chara¢ter and 


in circumf{tances where his life and reputation are 
at ftake. 


S805 hope;: 
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ft hope, Sir, that after this friendly rettoti- 
_ ftrance, tranfmitted to you by a man who has als 
ready proved his good wifhes to ferve ‘you, you 
will be more cautious in future, and do juftice to 
Sir R. Ainflie in your next number. 
+ Jam, &c 
. © Wirnram Mites.” 


But inftead of ‘retracting, as he had done 
before, he intimated: to me that his authority was 
unqueftionable, and he muft refpe& it. At an in 
terview with him afterwards in my way to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, he revealed the whole hiftory of this in- 
trigue, and fhewed me fome curious correfpon= 
dence, which proved how very apt governments 
are tobe indifcreet, when they believe themfelves to 
be omnipotent. The Journal Politique, conftrained 
to write in the fenfe that was dictated to hiny by 
the council at Bruxelles, and vexed, at the fame 
time, that fome efforts to obtain him an annual 
allowance from England, were not fuccefsful, he 
no longer kept any meafure with the Englifly go- 
vernment, and this country became the object of 
malevolent animadverfion, until the expulfion of 
the Imperial troops front Bruxelles, when the Em- 
peror not only loft Brabant, but M. Le Brun: it 
was then that the character of this man became de- 
veloped ; it was then that I difcovered that his 
ready attention to my firft communication in 1785 . 

was 
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was in confequence of a peremptory refufal from 
M. de Vergennes to allow either him or his journals 
to traverfe France. ‘ 


The accident that made my letter travel in com- 
pany with this prohibition to Herve,* enfured to 
the former the reception I wifhed. The Emperor, 
twice expelled the Low Countries, and twice fuf- 
fered to return to it, obliged M. Le Brun to evacuate 
the Low Countries, and take fhelter in Paris, which 
became at that epoch the refort more than ever of 
innumerable fwarms of advefiturers. It was in the 
winter, 1790, that he arrived, and being informed 
that I was in town, he defired permiffion to wait 
on me; apprifed of his character, I declined the 
interview. His project was to add another journal 
to the million that the prefs inceffantly brought out 
at all hours of the.day and night, for the horrid 
purpofe of inflaming and mifleading the million 
into the commiffion of all kinds of crimes and ex- 
cefles. He fent me the profpectus, by one of the 
deputies from the principality of Liege, Monfieur 
Regnier, whe folicited permiffion to fet me down 
as a fubfcriber, to which I confented ; but he was, 
as it were, infulated and alone, a ftranger even 
in his native country, without friends to patronife, 
or money to fupport him. The journal advanced 
no farther than the profpectus, and as a dernier 
refaurce, he made an offer of his fervices to the go- 

E plicity, 
* The refidence of M. Le Brun. 
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vernment of Bruxelles. Leopold had all the du- 
plicity, and fome of the avarice of his deceafed 
brother, without his turbulence or impatience : 
aware of the influence of a popular writer, with 
men whofe minds were yet in a ferment, he offered 
to give Le Brun a hundred piftoles a year, and 
allow him to retura and fet up a journal, if he would 
fupport the houfe of Avftria; but it was required 
that thefe piftoles fhould be made louis-d’ors, the 
demand was refufed, and the treaty diffolved for 
ever. The Emperor, from a miferable economy, 
in order to fave about twelve guineas a year, {fpurned 
the man who afterwards became, in fome degree, . 
the arbiter of his fate! It was at this period, in 
the {pring of the year 1791, that as another lait re- 
fource, M. Le Brun obtained admiffion into.the Jacob 
bin club, I was prefent at the time, and heard it re- 
marked,that at no period fo many members had been 
ele&ted, and fo many candidates. refufed. The 
intrigues, buftle, and convulfions of thofe times, 
whofe florms, great as they were, were but pre- 
curfors to {till greater tempefts, raifed hin nearer 
the furface, and Dumourier finding him ufeéful,. 
intelligent, and indefatigable, employed him in 
the department for foreign affairs. After the tranf- 
actions of the roth of Auguft, 1792, he became 
fecretary of {tate ; in January following, he figned 
the death-warrant for the execution of his fove- 
reign, and foon afterwards propofed that war fhould 
be declared againft Great Britain and Holland, 

Ep ae and: 
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which he had Jong aimed at, and for which he was 
afterwards denounced. In May or June, 1793, he 
was difcovered concealed in the Fauxbourg St. Mar- 
ceau: having been previoufly declared an outlaw, 
nothing more was required than to identify his 
perfon, and being conducted from the cavern to 
which he had fled for fecurity, to the fate which his 
crimes had long deferved, he perifhed on the 
icaffold where his King had recently been mur- 
dered ! “ 


Their direful fate a moral leffon brings, 

To upftart greatnefs, and to thoughtlefs Kings; 
Their direful fate to full-blown pride makes known, 
How very little man can call his own. 

Vain all the buftle of this fleeting life, 

Vain all our pleafing hopes and anxious ftrife, 

Vain all our joys! fince to one common end, 
Hope, ftrife, and joy in wond’rous hatte defcend ! 


{ do not know that I reafon better in verfe than 
in profe ; but fach are the train of refle€tions which 
the extraordinary events in the French revolution, 
never fail to excite in my afflicted mind, whenever 
the painful fubje&t occurs; and fuch the brief 
hiftory of a man whom the turbulence of the times 
had lifted from the loweft almoft of all poffible 
fituations, to the higheft, The fudden rife and 
rapid fall of this man furnifh a world of matter for 
very ferious reflection, and if the fad deftiny of Louis 
the XVIth proves the inftability of human gran- 
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deur, I am fure the chequer’d hiftory of this maa 
abundantly fhews how very much we are the fport 
and ridicule of fortune! It may not be improper 
to obferve again, before I terminate this long note, 
that one of the charges which brought Monf. Le 
Brun to the block, was his having provoked the war 
with England. The condemnation of the French 
minifter on this occafion, by his own countrymen, 
is (as I have already faid) a virtual acquittal of the 
Englith one, and will, I hope, refcue him in future 
from this calumny, and its intended effefts. The 
letter f{ubjoined was addrefled by M. Le Brun in 
1789, to the Comte de Trauttmanfdorff, the Im- 
perial minifter at Bruxelles. 


It will fhew the profound diffimulation and in- 
genuity of a man who feems only to have obtained 
a momentary triumph over bis fortunes, that he 
might afterwards feel more bitterly and more con- 
{picuoufly their fierce reverfe, and fall unlamented 
a victim to his pride, vanity, and guilt ; his ftrange 
hiftory renders whatever relates to him interefting, 
and under this impreffion it is that I have given 
publicity to the letter in queftion. 


The Government of Bruffelles, after the troubles 
had fubfided in 1787, became a fcene of impu- 
dent and fcandalous intrigues of various kinds : 
neither the Minifter, Mr. de Trautt{mandorff,: 

nor 
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nor the Commander inChief M.D’Alton, had the 


talents and moderation neceffary for their ele- 
vated fituations at any period, and lealt of all 
in times of civil diftration. The former of 
thefe was vain, ignorant, and weak; the latter 
was equally ignorant, brutal, and haughty, from 
the protection he received at Vienna, through the 
influence and credit of M. De Lafcy, with the 
Emperor. The man, with whofe wife the Mi- 
nifter lived in equal intimacy with the hufband, 
afpired to the chief command, and was affifted 
in his pretenfions with all the intereft of the 
man who difhonoured him. The Commander 
in Chief was no lefs occupied in ufing his credit 
with the Emperor to get the Chancellor Crum- 
pippen appointed Minifter; and thus the two 
men who ought to have held moft together, for 
their fortunes were, by the circumftances of the 
times, united, caballed againit each other, and 
mutually labored to deftroy each other. The 
confequence was, that the troubles in the Low 
Countries increafed under their adminiftration, 
and as the civil and military departments were 
in known hoftility to each cther, the Government 
not only became weak and contemptible, but loft 
all its ela(ticity as well as energy. The conduc& 
of thefe two men offers another wholefome leffon 
to Princes not to confide the adminittration of 
public affairs to men with differeat views, and 
who have as little capacity as union. M. D’Al- 

ton 
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ton, to excufe a conduct more thaf criminal, and 
to throw the whole blame on his colleague, at- 
tributed in a memoir, written in juftification of 
the Commander in Chief, the entire lofs of the 
Belgic Provinces to the mifconduét of the Count 
de Trauttfmandorff. This memoir was written, 
at Mr. D’Alton’s requeft, by Le Brun, who 
having an antipathy to both men, thought it a 
very fair opportunity to draw money from both, 
and for this purpofe he addreffed the following 
detter to the Imperial Minifter, which not pro- 


ducing the defired effect, the memoir was in- 
ftantly publifhed. 


Krom Monfiexr Le Brun to Count de Travutts- 
MANSDORFF. 


Liege, le 20 Decembre, 1789. 
«© Monsieur LE ComTE, 


«* TL fut un temps heureux ot votre influence 
immediate fur le gouvernement général des Pays 
Bas, vous laiffoit tous les moyens de faire reparer 
une injuftice 4 notre egard.* Il n’y a pas un an, il 
n’v a pas meme huit mois, votre Excellence pou- 
voit encore nous affures fans obftacle, et nous faire 

obtenir 


* Alluding to his having defended the Emperor in 1787, 
when he fled for protection to Vienna. He had two interviews 
with the Emperor, who did not even defray the expences of his 
journey; and, but for the trifle I fent him, both he and his 
colleague muft have begged their way back. All that they ob- 
fained was permiiiion to refume their journal, 
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obtenir fans delai le rembourfement de tout ce que 
nous avons perdu pour avoir epousé trop chaude- 
ment la caufe de feu |’Empereur.—Si vous l’aviez 
fait Monfieur le Comte, ce fervice n’eut pas été 
perdu pour votre Excellence : nous aurions la 
douce fatisfaction aujourd’hui de lui prouver que 
nous ne fommes pas ingrats. 


“© Nous ne chercherons pas a perfuader ici votre 
Excellence qu'il étoit de V’interet.de la Maifon d’Au- 
triche que nous fuffions complettement fatisfaits @ 
cet egard.—Au befoin nous pourrions en donner les 
motifs, et prouve que fi lon nous evt mis 4 
couvert de nos pertes paffées, et des rifques futurs, 
nous euffions fu alors employer des moyens propres 
a fixer la fermentation en faveur de Souverain, 
malgré les intrigues des deux partis. 


* Non, ce n’eft point le moment d’agiter cette 
queftion, mais le temps eft venu de vous dire M. 
le Comte, qu'il eft toujours de Vinterét du gou- 
vernement, furtout quand il doit compte de fes ac- 
tions 4un chef fupreme, de ne point dedaigner les 
reprefentations fondées, des gens de lettres, et prin- 
cipalement de ceux qui ont fu s’emparer de l’opi- 
nion publique——-Le gouvernement du Pays Bas, 
votre Excellence le fait mieux que perfonne, a mar- 
qué envers nous a cette maxime politique.—Si 
nous ctions haineux, l’occafion de nous en domima- 


ger 
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ger fe prefente, et nous en profiterions,—mais lé 
fiel de la vengeance ne.troublera jamais la ferenité 
de nos ames; cette paffion eit au deffous de nos 
caractéres’; il eft plus doux d’étre utile ; nous avons 
toujours cherché a |’étre, et c’e/f le parti que nous pren- 
drons a Pegard de votre Excellence, dans une affaire 
tres delicate qui la concerne, et qui implique ferieufement 
@autres perfonnages importans.— Mais comme il eft plus 
gue temps que nous penfions ferieufement. a reparer la 
bréche faite a notre fortune, il faut un accommodement 
entre les interefJés et nous, a fin que nous co-operions ales 
fauver dune diferace certaine. Aujourd’hui furtout, que 
pour avoir parlé en faveur de Leopold, pour avoir 
travaillé 4 lui conferver des ‘partifans, nous nous 
trouvons de nouveaux les victimes de notre dévoue- 
ment 4 la Maifon d’Autriche, et que pour recom- 
penfe, notre journal eft.encore interdit, prohibé, et. 
arrété pour toutes les provinces; ce qui depuis 
deux 4 trois mois nous occafionne. une nouvelle 
perte de 4 2 soo louis. Voici Monfieur le Comte: 
de quoi il eft queftion de vous 4 nous—une perfonne 
que vous devinerez peut-étre, mais que nous ne 
pouvons encore vous nommer, nous a propofé de 
rediger un mémoire pour. feu le Général Comte. 
D’Alton*et nousa remis en conféquence des papiers 
de la plus grande importance.—Entre autres il fe 
trouve beaucoup de lettres originals, partie votre Ex- 
cellence, partie decertaines autres perfonnes attachées 
ades interets qui n’etolent pas trop, ceux du Souve-.- 
rain. Des dépéches miniftérielles, des rapports, &c. 

nous 

* M. Jaubert, - 
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nous ne vous cacherons pas M. le Comte qu’ane 
main babile pourroit faire un terrible ufage de cet 
enfemble de pieces qui toutes. portent avec elles 
uo caractére irrecufable d’authenticité.—Elles peu- 
vent non feulement fervir 4 l'entiére juftification de 
Comte D’ Alton, mais encore a perdre plufieurs per- 
fonnes dans l’opinion publique et dans |’efprit du 
Roi d’Hongrie, & 4 en denoncer plus d’une; comme 
re{ponfable de la perte actuelle des provinces Bel- 
giques.—On peut aifement conjecturer d’apres tous 
les renfeignemens que nous avons, que vous avez 
cté, M. le Comte, entrainé dans une cabale dont 
vous ignoriez peut-étre encore les projets et le but. 
Cette cabale exiftoit avant votre nomination au 
Miniftére ; et celui qui la conduifoit, homme le 
plus adroitment ambitieux, avoit tout prévu pour 
stemparer de votre Excellence 4 fon arrivée aux 
Pays Bas, c’etoit le plus difficile ; il a aifément alors 
continué 4 vous diriger, lecueil etoit peut-étre in- 
evitable, | 


«¢ Tout autre qu’un homme nourri dés l’enfance 
dans Ices grands principes d’adminiftration, dans 
ceux de cette philofophie eclairée qui conduit au- 
jourd’hui l’A flembleé Nationale de France, tout au- | 
tre y auroit f{uccombé; & fi la Revolution n’eut 
pas été confommée, votre Excellence et le General 
d’Armes euffent probablement été facrifiés—c’etoit 
le but—Les affaires ayant pris une tournure toute 
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differente de ce qu’on efperoit, il n’a pas été de 
Vinterét de vos alentours de vous compromettre, 
& on a cru plus aifé et plus court de facrifier le Gé- 
néral. D’Alton—et il eft mort! Mais pas affez tér 
pour fes ehnemis; car ila en le tems d’inftruire un 
vengeur, et de remettre entre fes mains de terribles 
monumens des intrigues des cours; heureufement 
-celui-ci s’eft addreflé 4 nous pour en étre fecondé. 
Vos interéis M. le Comte exigent d’affoupir entierement 
cette affaire, et @empécher a tout prix la publication du 
memoire dont nous nous fommes chargés. Mais vous 
fentez bien qwil en coutera pour y parvenir. 1. Il faut 
gagner Tami de M. D’ Alton,* car il a imaginé toutes 
des précautions pour ne point étre pris au depourva. 


«© Ila depofé une copie authentique de tous fes 
papiers en Hollande. Il en tient une autre, nous 
en avons une aufli, et les originaux vont étre mis 
fous peu en lieu de furcté.—Mais fi nous fommes fe- 
condés, nous pouvons promettre de V'amener a nos vues, 
et de terminer laffaire a votre fatisfattion. 2. Pour fa- 
crifer les avantages que nous fommes affurés de retirer 
de la compofition et du debit de ce memoire, il faut que 
nous en foyions largement dédommagés.—Nous vous 
avouons cependant gui fi nous avions obtenu dans 


* Jaubert, this friend of Mr, D’Alton applied to me to pro- 
eure him permiffion to go to Botany Bay in 1788. 


W. M. 


4. le 
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le temps nos indemnités, nous aurions rougi, de 
mettre un prix a ce fervice; mais le tort que ce 
refus tacite de la part de votre Excellence nous a 
occafioné eft incalculable, & nous fommes dans 
Vembarras ; confultez vous M. le Comte, et con- 
fultez les autres perfonnes egalement intereffé 4 ce 
que rien ne tranfpire; et faites nous fans delai con- 
noitre vos intentions.—Mais entre-tems, comme 
l’cloignement ou vous vous trouverez les uns des 
autres laifferoit un trop long intervale entre vos re- 
ponfes, reciproques, et celle que nous attendons de 
votre Excellence, nous vous prions de nous accu- 
fer la reception de la prefente, courrier par courrier, 
et nous vous promettons de tenir la chofe en fur-féance 
jufqu a ce momet, et a tous evenemens fi l’ami de 
Monfieur D’Alton ne vouloit pas capituler—II y 
aura d’autres moyens de fervir votre Excellence, 
que nous nous refervons de lui develloper au befoin. 


«* Ftoit figné, 


¢¢ Te Brun.”?* 


* Vide the end of the Appendix for the Tranflation to the 
above Letter. 
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Po Pe NT on, 


It has been my misfortune to have incurred 
this reproach, and moft certainly without having 
ever deferved it; writing has been an amufement 
to me from my infancy, but if it was even my re- 
fource for a maintenance, I would rather re- 
nounce my exiftence than difhonour literature by 
falfifying my principles, or writing to gratify pri- 
vate perfonal revenge. The one I hold to be in- 
famous, and the other both infamous and un- 
manly. 


Among the many tales that malice has 
whifpered, and folly believed, is that of my hav- 
ing received five hundred pounds from the Duke of 
Bedford, for the letter which Lladdreffed, through the 
medium of the prefs, to Mr. Henry Duncombe! 'Thofe 
who have {fpread fuch a report would have ap- 
proached nearer to the confines of probability, if 
they had faid, that the haggard antiquated rival 
of her Royal Highnefs had been penfioned by 
Mother Windfor to keep her in countenance— 
but it is not only on this occafion that I have 
been mifreprefented, every paflage in which I 

have 
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have endeavoured to do juftice to the former mea- 
fures of government has been afcribed to fome 
unworthy motive, in which it has even been affert- 
ed, that on a recent occafion I had written at the 
infligation of the Minifter for a purpofe that I 
truft he would difdain as much and as vehemently 
as myfelf. This flander was in fuch currency, 
from the unufual indutiry of thofe whofe object it 
was to render Carleton Houfe once more a tower 
of firength to their ambition, that the minifter, I 
am told, formally contradicted it to the perfonage 
whom it was mofit neceffary to preferve from de- 
lufion. | 


I do not hold this‘ fa&t from any perfon— 
conneéled with government, but from a gentle- | 
man with whom I have the honour to be ac- 
quainted, a perfon of rank, who is very much at- 
tached to his Royal Highnefs, and I believe in 
his confidence ; and who certainly is not in the 
habits of intimacy with the Minifter, or favour- 
ably difpofed towards his meaiures, I had flattered 
myfelf that a note in the preface to a former pub- 
lication * would have preferved me from a re- 

| proach 


* “ That the various defcriptions of people who have at- 
tached themfelves to the fortunes of Mr. Fox, with a view to 
the improvement of their own, fhould infinuate that the author 
of this letter is a minifterial {cribbler, becaufe he has cenfured 

the 
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proach fo illiberal and unjuft; a reproach which 
no penury of fortune fhould ever force me to de- 
ferve: but as an opinion fo injurious to my charac- 

ter 


the condué& of oppofition, has nothing in it to furprife or of- 
fend. It is perfectly in the order of things, that they fhould 
draw fuch an inference. It is the common and difgraceful 
logic of all parties, and appertaining no lefs to the fa€tion in 
power, than to that which is out. There is no doubt but it 
will be made ufe of by both, without the leaft regard either to 
fact or decency whenever it fuits their refpective interefts. 


“ The attempt that has been made to difcredit the following 
pages, and deftroy their intended effect, by reprefenting the 
author as a venal partizan of the Minifter (as if the charge of 
venality could controvert fats!) certainly deferves notice : not 
on account of the author, for he has no fchemes of perfonal am- 
bition to gratify ; he neither covets wealth nor popularity, and feels 
no other ftimulus to action than the love of right: but on this 
occafion the caufe of letters appears to be, in fome degree, 
connected with the queftion of his guilt or innocence; and he 
hopes, by vindicating the purity of his intentions, to refcue 
literature in’ fome fort, from the contempt and ignominy into 
which both parties feem anxious to involve it, in order that it 
fhould be formidable to neither, and that its exertions in the 
caufe of truth or freedom fhould be without effect. 


“* The ftrong internal evidence of truth and independence 
which every page of this pamphlet offers to the unbiaffed judg- 
ment of mankind, would have preferved the author from a re- 
proach fo foul and unmerited, if the extreme profligacy of 
venal writers, hired by contending factions to praife what they 
approve, and to decry what they condemn, had not thrown a 
general odium on almoft every f{pecies of political writing. 


“ The 
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ter and offenfive to my feelings, may yet, perhaps, 
be kept in malevolent circulation by the ingenuity 
of thofe who devifed it, it is a juftice that I owe to 

mytelf, 


\ 

“ The forlorn and haplefs female, compelled by the perfidy 
of her feducer, to feek refuge from famine and defpair in the 
refources of proftitution, has an excufe in her misfortunes for 
the infamy of her calling, and claims at once the pity and for- 
givenefs of the world! But man, with numberlefs avenues to 
honeft honourable competency before him, and free:to chufe? 
that he fhould become a willing proftitute, a flave to faétion, 


or a pander to authority, is as lamentable as it is vile and in- 
excufable ! 


“ That he, whofe talents and attainments enable him to pro 
mote the general happinefs of fociety, fhould degrade, pervert, 
and facrifice man’s ‘noblef? faculties to ferve the purpofe of for- 
did avarice and irregular ambition; that he fhould proftitute 
thofe talents and attainments to the caufe of faction, and de- 
fcending to flatter guilt or imbecility, become an inftrument, a 
mere automaton, in the hands of clerks, fitted by nature to the 
defks they write at, is as incomprehenfible, as it is humiliating 
and offenfive ! Nor is it lefs humiliating and offenfive to reflect, 
that thofe whofe duty it is to cherifh integrity and talents fhould 
have an intereft in debafing them, and feek, in the degradation 
of literature, the means of aggrandizing themfelves and their de- 
pendents, as if their paltry interefts were fuperior to thofe of 


the community, or that government was beft fupported by trick, 
fraud, and violence ! 


“ Tt is full time that literature fhould vindicate itfelf from fuch 
afperfion. A reétitude of conduét, as well as of intention, can 
alone entitle it to refpeét, and this charaéter once eftablithed, it 
will refume its proper rank in fociety, and obtain that influence 


over 
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myfelf, as well as to the Minifter and his friends, 
to declare, that he never fuggefted to me any one 
of the fubje@s on which I have prefumed to pub- 

. 3 lith 


over the public mind, which will operate as a check on the ar- 
rogant and prefumptuous ignorance of one party, and on the 
finifter and mifchievous defigns of the other. The author of 
the following pages, whofe character, habits, and language, 
place bim equally above the calumny of thofe who are enriched 
by human calamity, and of thofe who, under the mafk of pa- 
triotifim, would throw the nation into anarchy, feels it incum- 
bent on him to declare, that it is his firm and unalterable opi- 
nion that an oppofition is as neceflary to the prefervation of 
liberty, as an adminiftration is to that of order; but he will 
never condefcend to decorate with an epithet fo dignified the 
confpiracy of a few individuals, whofe indifcriminate oppo- 
fition to every meafure of the Crown is well known, and from 
melancholy experience, to be nothing more than an interefted, 
felfifh conteft for power, for the fake of the emoluments and 
patronage of office; he will never countenance the impudent 
pretenfions of men, who having already deceived the people, 
have forfeited all claim to their confidence, and ought not to be 
trufted; whofe fcandalous and difhonourable fcramble for 
places has brought oppofition into difrepute and contempt, frona 
which it can only be extricated by other men coming forward, 
with other principles, and with unblemifhed chara¢ters. Nor 
is the author of the following letter confcious that any thing he 
has ever written can be conftrued into a fulfome or an un- 
merited panegyric of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whofe 
conduct, capacity, and meafures, fhall, when neceflary, be in- 

veftigated with the fame freedom and inflexible regard to juftice, 
~ which charaéterize this pamphlet. 


«In 
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lifh my fentiments, nor has he ever been in any 
one inftance whatever, apprifed of my intentions 
before they were executed. 


o 


I am little verfed in drawing declarations ; it is 
the bufinefs of a fpecial pleader, to which I con- 
fefs myfelf unequal, but I with it to be fully and 
unequivocally underftood, and at the fame to be 
received with all the honeft welcome due to truth, 
that neither Mr. Pitt nor the Secretaries of the 
Treafury, nor any particular friends of the Mini- 
fter, ever were confulted by me, or faw either the 
letter in queftion, or any other of my pamphlets, 


“In fpeaking of him comparatively with Mr. Fox, on the 
fubject of the unjuftifiable application to Parliament on the part 
of his Royal Highnefs, to difcharge debts improvidently con- 
tracted, and in breach of a folemn promife, voluntarily given 
to the nation, the author has done nothing more than render a 
juft tribute of praife to the former which was due to him; and 
if the conduct of the two gentlemen on this occafion had been 
reverfed, the merit (which by the bye was merely negative) 
would have been accorded without hefitation to the latter. For 
the author of this pamphlet is the laft man in the world to go 
to market for opinions or applaufe. He difdains the unworthy, 
the difgraceful traffic, ‘and rigidly attached to principles which 
cannot be controverted, he will never condemn Mr. Fox when 
he is in the right, nor fupport Mr. Pitt when he is in the 
Wrong. 


Preface to the Letter addreffed tothe Prince of Wales, 
page 8. 
G until 
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until they were printed and expofed to the cen- 
fure or tlie approbation of the world. 


It is at all times painful to be mifunderftood, 
and infinitely more fo to be mifreprefented. I 
afpire to no digmities, I look forward to no em- 
ployment, nor is it my intention to folicit any 
favours, either from the prefent adminiftration, or 
from any future. I do not mean to affail the 
Treafury with a piftol in one hand, and a pen in 
the other; and I do not think that either party 
will compliment me from affection. My lot. is 
humble, but it contents me; I-am happy, and 
fhall be more fo when my mind emancipates itfelf 
from the gloom in which the folly and perfidy. of 
politics has too long enveloped it. All that I 
defire of mankind is juftice, but unfortunately for 
thofe who with it, and who have nothing to fear 
from it, there is nothing in nature more difficult 
to obtain! 


APPEN- 


APPENDIX bh. 


A FRENCH bifhop, ‘whofe name I forbear to 
mention, in compaffion to his misfortunes, re- 
quired Government fome time fince to punifh the 
author and printer of fome paragraphs which ap- 
peared in a daily paper, lamenting the dangerous 
increafe, and condemning, in general terms, 
without any mention of names, the conduct of 
that clafs of Frenchmen, who, inftead of flying 
in all directions from their country on the firft 
alarm, ought to have ftaid at home, as Englifh- 
men would have done under fimilar circum- 
flances, and have defended their acres, their 
wives, and their children. I will not comment 
on the impertinence of men, who were cowards 
at that time, and have been traitors of the very 
wortt defcription ever fince, and who have proved 
an equal curfe to this country and their own; 
neither will I expatiate on the folly which ima- 
gined that Minifters, who are daily expofed to 
the moft fevere animadverfions in the public 
prints, could prevent the appearance of fimilar 
firidures on the conduct of others, I will 

G4 merely 
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merely fuggeft. to thefe tenacious gentlemen, 
whofe prejudices feem to gather ftrength from 
difgrace and misfortune, and who are neither to 
be taught wifdom by experience, nor philofophy 
by example, whether their having applied thefe 
general allufions to themfelves is not a ftrong 
prefumption that they felt the juftice of the re- 
proach, and that it was their confcience that 
{poke through their vanity ? they are yet to learn, 
that it is a maxim in equity, that thofe who vin~ 
dicate themfelves before they are accufed are 
guilty ; but whether thefe men, fitting in vindic- 
tive judgment on fuch of their haplefs country- 
men, who, anxious to preferve a medium be- 
tween defpotifm and anarchy, have failed in the 
laudable attempt, and become outcafts, are in- 
nocent or guilty, their application was imperti- 
nent, and proves they are not to be corrected 
even by the fevereft leffons of adverfity. Surely 
thefe gentlemen have been long enough in Eng- 
land to know, that Minifters: have neither the 
power nor the right to interdiét any animadver-’ 
fions ; that the laws alone can take cognizance 
of them, and eyen thefe are without. activity, 
however fevere the animadverfions may be, when- 
ever they are founded in truth and juftice. | Let 
this officious pricft be told (for it is never too late 
to learn) that if he reads his breviary more, and 
meddies lefs with the affairs of this world, it 

will 
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will better fuit his age and functions ; while his 
companions in this ridiculous and fruitlefs expe- 
dition to Whitehall (would to God I could cal! 
it the funeral proceffion of their vanity and ar- 
rogance!) may learn from its failure, that truth 
is not to be filenced in this country by the rude 
hand of power; and that no clafs of men, how- 
ever exalted in rank or fortune, are exempt from 
cenfure when their conduct deferves it. 


Should ever the pretenfions of this worft defcrip- 
tion ofemigrants to the hofpitality they have received 
be examined ; fhould ever the pretenfions of thefe 
men to our confidence be inveftigated ; of thefe 
men whofe unrelenting vengeance exacts from 
the valour of this. country, in oppofition to its 
juftice the full reftoration of tyranny and fuper- 
ftition, on the fhores they have abandoned, and 
who fondly believe that the fole objeét of the 
war is to reinftate them in the power they have 
forfeited, and in the poffeffions they have difho- 
noured,* it will be found that the confidence 
they have received, has been abufed to the very 


% & Pourquot, Monfieur, voulez vous qu’on faffe la paix, nous 
n’avons pas encore nos biens ?” Such was the anfwer of an emi- 
grant of this defcription to a gentleman, who expreffed a with 
for peace; and thefe men, like the Jews, ftill believe in a Mefs 
fiah ! 


2 extent 
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extent to which it has been given, and minifters, 
awakened from their dream of unconditional fub- 
miffion, will ultimately execrate, as I do, the 
blind infatuated objects who have fo fatally mifled 
them. 


_ Laver it as a fact, founded on the authority of 
French hiftory, and confirmed by the knowledge 
of every candid and well-informed man, that. it 
is owing to the French nobility (laity and clergy) 
and to the unexampled profligacy in which feve- 
ral of them lived, that the French revolution. is 
to be attributed. It is to thofe who rendered this 
dreadful expedient, this terrible remedy, a mea- 
fure of neceflity, by their prodigality and vexa- 
tions, that all the mifchiefs and all the horrors 
that have enfued are to be attributed: they are, 
in fact, the authors of the revolution, and not the 
blind mifguided rabble, or even the factious and 
unprincipled few.who headed that rabble in 
- 29789. The direful change in France has been 
produced by the higheft orders in fociety: men 
who, with their families and dependents, lived 
in fplendor and in pomp on the plunder of their 
country, whofe diffolute manners were a {candal 
to religion and morals, and who bafked in the 
funthine of the, Court of Verfailles, and fharing 
its profufion, partook of its crimes !—~The hiftory 
of France is another woeful proof, that revolu- 
tions 
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tions do not originate with the people, but in vi- 
cious and corrupt governments; but for thefe 
vices and thefe corruptions, the huge and terrific 
mafs which cannot be contemplated without hor- 
ror, would have remained paffive and inert. 
It is now in motion with a force that appears ir- 
refiftible, and an irregularity that defies pre- 
fcience to afcertain its direction. Hence, my 
great caufe of quarrel ; hence, the contempt and 
abhorrence in which I hold this remnant of a 
worthlefs and perfidious Court, whofe bank- 
ruptcy has produced calamities of an extent and 
duration unexampled in hiftory, and which, after 
having deluged France with blood, has plunged 
my country in a war, the iffue of which it is im- 
poffible to forefee. But for the wanton abufe of 
power in the Court of Verfailles, but for its fcan- 
dalous profufion, rapacity, and profligacy, the mo- 
narchy of France would have been in exiftence, 
while Europe, preferved from the dreadful con- 
vulfions which agitate it from one extremity to 
the other, would moft probably have continued 
in the full enjoyment of peace, order, and 
fecurity. 


It is to thofe to whom the caufe of humanity 1s 
dear; to thofe in whofe virtuous minds the hap- 
pinefs and freedom of mankind have an honour- 
able, permanent hold. It is to thofe in whofe efti- 

mation 
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timation the people count for fomething, and thofe © 
who govern them for no more than they deferve, 
that I appeal, to pardon the warmth and intem- 
perance with which I have execrated the fatal, 
treble confequences of guilt, folly, and ignorance, 
combined; and not to the cold-blooded few who 


witt millions to death as caprice, intereft, or 
ambition dictates ? 


APPEN- 
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PPE Nt &. Nor ok 


’ 


MEMORANDUMS. 


Tuefday, November 13, 1792. 


At half paft 1, P.M. 
ONSIEUR **** called on me, and in- 


formed me that a minifter would be named 
very foon by the executive council at Paris, to 
this Court, and that if he was not inftantly re- 
ecived, war would, be declared againft this coun- 
try. —That if he was received, an alliance would 
be propofed, and if this fhould be rejected, ill 


confequences would refult. 


I afked him if he was authorifed to fay as 
much: he faid, not abfolutely, but that he foon 
fhould be, 


I inquired if he knew for a certainty that it was 
the wifh of France to be united to this country. 
He anfwered, that the debates in the Committee 
of Minifters proved it, if he had not other affu- 
rances, but that he knew from his correfpondence 
with thofe minifters, that it was their wifh, and 
that it was their intention, to put the good or bad 
difpofition of this country very {peedily to the 
tefl. | 

H I men- 
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I mentioned the poffibility of being deceived 
Ly France, and that the diftruft which prevailed 
in England might operate againft any treaty of 
alliance with France. He replied, that the actual 


government could be better depended upon than 
that of Verfailles.. 


I then inquired if he thought the French go- 
-vernment would pledge itfelf not to attempt any 
revolution in this country by intrigue and cabal, 
and whether it would engage itfelf to guarantee 
the internal tranquillity of ‘the nation, as well as 
‘its independence and potteffions without. He 
affured me that he could anfiver in the affirma- 
‘tive, and that France at this time felt herfelf fo - 
powerful, and at the fame time fo well difpofed 
towards this country, that fhe would make the 
‘offer of friendthip for the purpofe of fecuring the 
‘peace of the world, but that fhe as little dreaded 
England as the did the republic of Ragufa.* 


In 


* The perfon with whom the above converfation’ paffed 
poffeffed a mind wonderfully intelligent, but heated or rather 
infe&ted, in. common with the reft of-his countrymen, with 
that enthufiafm which could alone enfure fuccefs to the revolu- 
tion, againft fo many powerful affailants. He ftated to me in 
a detail which I thought, favoured ‘more of prejudice than of 
fact, the refources..of his country, and the fituation of 
‘France with fome of the Courts of Eutope. The events ‘of 
the war have proved’ his information to have been perfectly 
jut; a0 it is ferioufly to be lamented, that his countrymen 
; - trymer 
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In the courfe of the converfation he acknow- 
Icdged that the intention of this country would 
be demanded, under the idea that in the fpring 
it intended to take a part againft France. I found 
that the council at Paris was much alarmed, and 
I alfo difcovered that people have been employed 
to ftart queftions in the debating focietics in Lon- 
don, for the purpofe of inflaming the minds of 
the people againft a neutrality that is confidered 
as dangerous and fufpicious. I was given to 
underftand that this was the favourable moment 
for an union with France, and that as it was 
known that I was a friend to liberty, and 
known to minifters, the effer was made to me 
to pave the way for this defirable alliance, if I 
would undertake it; and that I fheuld receive 
every confidential communication IT could defire, 
relative to the views of France, and the particu- 
lars of the bafis on which it was propofed to form 
atreaty. The queftions I afked are to be trant- 


in England, who are fufpected of poffeffing a credit with 
adminiftration which they do not deferve, had been as well 
verfed in political arithmetic, and lefs under the influence of 
their original fin which, no baptifm can purify. If my intel- 
ligence is correct, I believe that Mr. Pitt received much about 
the fame titne information of a fimilar nature from a gentle- 
man worthy of credit, who had been a member of one of the 
Ephemery. adminiftrations in France. I certainly do not 
mean M. Bertrand. The perfon, however, did not receive, 
as I have been told, that credit which was due to the accuracy 
of his. ftatement. , : 

2 mitted 
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mitted by the meffenger this evening to Paris, and 
] am promifed to be told the refult. 


It appears to me that the French are playing a 
very artful, but fure game, with this country. 
Their object is to enlift the people in their intereft, 
to alienate men’s minds from monarchy, and to 
reducing government to the necefiity of coming 
into their views. The queftion lately ftarted at a 
debating fociety in the city, proves that indifcreet 
meafures are taking to force minifters into an 
avowed approbation of the French revolation, and 
an alliance with the Republic ; and if the French 
are not powerfully checked in their career of vic- 
tory; if even this country will have no alternative 
but war; and if war, it will be the moft furious 
‘that ever exifted : it will be the hiftory of Rome 
and Carthage revived, and Great Britain, in that 


cafe, may poffibly experience the fad deftiny of 
the latter ! 
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Londres, le 28 Novembre, foir, 1792, 
L’an ver. de la Republique Francoife. 


“* MonsiEvuR, 


“‘ JE regois a V’inftant votre billet de ce matin, 
et je m’empreffe d’y repondre. Je fuis infiniment 
fenfible a la delicateffe avec laquelle vous avez 
refufé de me nommer 4 Monfieur Pitt; vous con- 
naiffez la pureté de mes principes, et des motifs 
qui m’ont engagés 4 vous parler de l’utilité qu’il y 
auroit, 4 un rapprochement trés prochain entre nos 
deux pays. Vous pouvez d’aprés cela dire au 
Miniftre que ce fera avec empreffement que je 
faifirai ’occafion de lui prouver mon zéle 4 fervir 
ma patrie, et mon defir d’étre utile 4 la votre, en 
m’occupans des moyens les plus prompts d’operer 
une réunion fi neceffaire, et que les circonftances 
ou les prejugés ont fi long tems éloignée. 


“© Croyés, Monfieur, a la fincerité de l’amitié 
que je vous ai depuis long tems voués et 4 l’éftime 
qu’on a fi aifement pour vous dés qu’on a le bon- 
heur de vous connaitre. 

<6 HHH? 
A Monfieur Mixes, 
Cleveland Row, St. Fames’s. 


TRANS« 
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TRANSLATION. 


London, 28th of November, at night, 1792, 
the firft year of the French Republic. 


so SIRs 


“J HAVE this inftant received your note, and 
fly to anfwer it. I am extremely fenfible of your 
delicacy in refufing toname me to Mr. Pitt; you 
know the purity of my principles, and the motives 
which engaged me to {peak to you_upon the utility 
of a proper underftanding between the two coun- 
tries. You may, Sir, on the receipt of this, in- 
form the Minifter, that I fhall feize with avidity 
this occafion to convince him of my zeal to ferve 
my country, and the great defire I have to be ufe- 
ful to your’s, in ftudying the beft means of ac- 
complhifhing an union fo neceflary, and which ei- 
ther the prejudices or the circumftances of the times 
have fo long prevented. Confide, Sir, in the 
fincerity of that friendthip which I have long felt 
for you, and that efteem which thofe who have 
the happinefs to know you. 


yi EL AM AE Ce 
co RHR EY 
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To Mr. Le Brun. 


A Londres, 19 Dec. 1792~ 


/ 
<¢ JE vous ai déja écrit par Monfieur Maret qui 


eft parti hier pour fe rendre 4 Paris. Je vouis écris 
encore aujourd’hui confidentiellement et c’eft Monf. 


Noel qui aura la bonté de vous faire paffer ma 
lettre. 


_ Je ne fais pas de quelle maniere Mr. #*#** 
s’eft expliqué, fur ce qui s’eft paffé ici; mais il 
me femble que vous étes dans une erreur qui pour- 


rait vous faire agir tout autrement que vous ne le 
devez. 


“© On vous a fait croire que c’étoit Mr. Pitt qui 
avoit provoqué la conference qu’il a eu avec M. 
Maret, et c’eft probablement dans cette croyance 
que vous avez pris un ton peu convenable aux cir- 
conftances, et qui pourroit éloigner au lieu de rap- 
procher les deux nations. 


-*€ C’eft moi qui fus la caufe de cette conference, 
c’eit moi qui ai fait propofée au Miniftre, ‘et c’eft 
“moi qui l’ai obtenu. Mr. ***#* depuis quelques 
mois laiffair échapper quelques mots de tems en 
tems gui me faifoient croire qu’il avoit des relations 


directes 
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direétes avec Je pouvoir executif 4 Paris, et fi- 
nalement qu'il étoit autorifé 4 traiter fecrettement 
avec notre gouvernement; comme j’ai toujours de- 
firé, et peut-étre plus que perfonne, la réunion des 
deux pays—comme j’ai toujours mis un grand 
prix 4 une alliance fi convenable a la France et a 
Angleterre ; je me fuis déterminé, dés que je fe- 
rai afluré de la miffion de *****, de me.mettre en 
avant pour réalifer un objet que j’ai eu trés fincere- 
ment 4 coeur depuis l’an 1781, apres que cette réfolu- 
tion fut prife: j’ai demandé ***** 4 la premiere fois. 
qu'il eft venu chez moi, s'il étoit vraiment auto- 
rifé 4 traiter confidentiellement avec le miniftre ? 
il me répondit qu’oui; alors j’ai pris les mefures 
néceffaires pour obtenir la conference qu’il defirait 
“avoir. Aprés beaucoup de peine de mon cété, et 
‘beaucoup de pour parler : on m’a demandé le nom 
de celui qui etoit autorifé par le pouvoir executif a 
traiter avec le gouvernement, j’ai refufé net de le 
nommer fans une affurance pofitive qu’l feroit re- 
gu, et méme avec cette affurance je ne voulois le 
nommer fans fa permiffion. 

“¢ Jécrivis enfuite 4 Mr. ***** Ja lettre.dont je 
vous envoye ci-inclufe la copie. Mr. ***** m’a 
toujours juré quit étoit autorifé 4 voir-le Miniftre, 
et je vous laiffe 4 juger de ma furprife, quand J'ai 
vu fortir. de derriere le rideau M. Maret, comme 
chargé d’une miffion fecrette, et que c’étoit lui, et 
non Mr. ***** qui devoit voir Mr. Pitt. Si j’ai 


4 
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écé étonné de tout ce qui s’eft paffé, j’ai du l’étre 
bien d’avantage quand j’ai appris que M. Mare 
n’etait pas autorifé de traiter des affaires poli- 
tiques entre les deux nations, mais un autre! 


“¢ Voila Vhiftoire abregée de cette ridicule avan- 
ture qui m’6tera a jamais peut-étre les moyens d’en- 
tamer une négotiation fi vous n’autorifez pas Maret 
ou Noel a donner des explications fuffifantes fur les 
points qui femblent donner, et avec raifon, de l’in- 
quietude a notre gouvernement. Vous verrez par 
ce détail avec combien de delicateffe, de bonne foi, 
et de fermeté, je me fuis conduit dans cette affaire, 
et que ce n’a été nullement M. Pitt; mais Mr. 
Miles, qui a provoqué l’entrevue qu’a eu M. 
Maret avec le Miniftre. Je fuis trés mécontent de 
ce que le *****, Vous ait induit ex erreur, ce qui 
pourra avoir des fuites facheufes, et je vous prie de 
bien réflechir fur les inftances queje vous fais encore, 
de ne pas perdre un moment a réparer la faute qu’un 
mal-entendu me paroit avoir produite. M. Maret 
vous donnera, fans doute, des éclairciflemens fur 
bien des chofes que vous ne pouvez favoir que par 
lui. Il ne vous diffimulera pas Vattachement du 
peuple pour la conftitution, et fa loyauté pour le 
Roi et fon gouvernement. 11 vous dira, que loin 
de vouloir adopter les réveries bizarres qui font & 
la mode actuellement en France, il ef déterminé, 
coute qu’il coute, de laiffer chofes comme elles 
font, et de’ ne permettre qu’on porte & la conftitu- 

4 tion 
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tion aucuné atteinte fous. pretexte de réforme, par 
conféquent on vous a cruellement trompé, en vous 
affurant “ quele peuple Anglois mécontent et opprimé n at- 
“* tend que le fignal pour fe revolter ;”* au contraire, il 
eft content, heureux, et attaché au Roi, aux loix, et 
a fa patrie, et prét a les defendre jufqu’a la der- 
niere goute de fon fang. a 


<< Voila le vrai état des chofes. Jugez d’apres 
cela s'il vous convient de déclarer la guerre 4 une 
nation fi unanime et fi puifflante?' J’attens votre 
réponfe avec empreffement. 
<6 W. Mies.” 
A Monfieur Le Bruy, - 
Miniftre pour des Affaires Etraugéres, a Paris. 


"TRANSLATION. 


London, Dec. 19, 1792+ 


‘¢ | HAVE already written to you, by Mr. 
Maret, who left this yefterday on his way to Paris; 
I write to you again to-day, in confidence, and it 
is Mr. Noel who will have the gaodnefs to tranfmit 
my letter to you. Ido not know in what manner 
Mr. ***** explained what has paffed here; but 
it appears to me that you are in an error, which 
may make you <a& very differently to what you 


* Report of Le Brun to the Convention, 


ought ; 


Ee, 
ought; you were made to believe that Mr. Pitt 
defired the conference which he had with Mr. 
Maret, in confequence of which you have ufed a 
a {tile which is certainly ill adapted to the circum- 
ftances of the moment, and which may feparate 
inftead of uniting the two nations: it ‘vas owing to 
_me that that conference took place; Mr. **#*** 
for feveral months paft, had thrown out hints that 
he was in correfpondence with the executive power 
at Paris, and finally, that he was authorifed to 
treat fecretly with our government: as I have 
always defired, perhaps more than any one elfe, 
an alliance between the two countries, as I have 
always eftimated very highly an alliance fo neceflary 
to France and England, I refolved, the inftant I 
was affured of the miffion of Mr. *****, to do 
every thing in my power to accomplith a project 
which I have had fincerely at heart fince the year 
1781; this refolution taken, I afked Mr. **#***, 
the firft time that he came to me afterwards, if he 
was really authorifed to treat confidentially with the 
Minifter, he anfwered in the affirmative; it was 
then that I took the neceflary meafures to obtain 
that conference: after much trouble, I was afked 
the name of the perfon whom you had authorifed, 
and I refufed to name him without a pofitive affu-“ 
rance that he would be received, and even with 
this affurance, I would not name him before I had 
his pertniffion. I wrote immediately to Mr. ****# 
a copy of which I inclofe you, Mr, ***** always 

Ta protefted ° 
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protefted to me that he was authorifed to fee Mr. 
Pitt, and I leave you to judge of my furprife when 
1 beheld Monfieur Maret produced from behind 
the curtain, as charged with a fecret miffion, and 
that it was him, and not Mr. *****, who was to 
fee Mr. Pitt: if I was aftonifhed at what had hap- 
pened, I was much more fo whea I was informed 
that it was not Mr. Maret, but another, who was 
authorifed. - Behold, Sir, the real hiftory, which 
may deprive me for ever, perhaps, of the means 
of opening anegotiation, unlefs you authorife either 
Maret or Noel to give fatisfactory explanations 
upon thofe points, which appear, and with reafon, 
to have given great uneafinefs to government: you 
will fee by this detail, with what delicacy, firm- 
nefs, and fidelity I have conduéted myfelf in this 
bufinefs, and that it was not Mr. Pitt, but Mr. 
Miles, who was the occafion of the interview which 
Mr. Maret had with the Minifter. I am. very 
much difpleafed that Mr. ***** has led you into 
an error which may have very unpleafant confe- 
quences, and I beg of you to reflect upon the re- 
queft I have made you, not:to lofe a moment of 
time to repair the mifchief that this miftake may’ 
have occafioned. Mr. Maret will give yow all 
thofe explanations, which you can only know by 
him; he will not conceal from you the attachment 
of the people to the conftitution, their loyalty to 
the King and his government ; he will tell you, 
that far from adopting the wild reveries which are 
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in fafhion in France, they are determined at all 
events, to remain as they are, and not to fuffer the 
leaft attack againft the conftitution, under any 
pretence whatever. From hence you will perceive 
how very cruelly you have been deceived, on 
being affured, ** that the Englilh people, diffatisfied and 
<< oppreffed, only attended the fignal for a general revolt ;”* 
fo far from it, they are contented, they are happy, 
attached to the King; to their country, to its laws, 
and ready to defend them to the laft moment of 
their lives. Such, Sir, is the true ftate of things, 
and I will leave you to judge how far it is prudent 
to declare war againft a nation fo unanimous and 
powerful. I wait your anfwer with impatience. 
W. Mires.” 
Jo M. Le Braun, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at Paris. 


* Difcourfe of Le Brun to the Convention. 
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APPENDIX, No. IV. 
Paris, 11 Janvier, 1793. 
Extra of a Letter from M. Maret to Mr, Migs. 


‘¢ JE conviens avec vous que fon annoncia- 
tion fur les conferences. de nos agens fecrets 
n’eft pas exacte; je n’etais point agent fecret. 
Je n’avais ni autorifation, ni miffion, et jai dit 
ja verité, en le declaratant 4 vous et 4 Monfieur 
Pitts 


TRANSLATION. 


«© T Agree with you that his * report of the 
tonferences with our fecret agents} is not con- 
formable to truth. I was not a fecret agent, I had 
no authority to treat, I had no miffion, and 
when I declared this to Mr. Pitt and to your- 
felf, I declared the truth.” 


* Monfieur Le Brun, Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs. 


¢ Conferences faid to have been had with Mr. Pitt, but 
falfely faid. 
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APPENDIX, No.V. 


Londres, No. 7, Cleveland Row, St. James's, 
le 18 Decembre, 1792. 


<¢ JE fuis au defefpoir, Monfieur, de voir 
tous mes efforts pour conferver la paix et rap- 
procher les deux nations préts a s’échouer par 
des préventions mal-fondées, des mal-entendus 
et des intrigues fourdes et dangereufes autant, 
qu’elles font contraires aux véritables interéts 
des deux pays. 


«¢ $i M. *** yous arendu uncompte fidele et dé- 
taillé de tout ce quis’eft paffé entre lui et moi, re- 
Jativement aux grands objets qui intereffent non 
feulement la France et |’Angleterre, mais l’uni- 
vers entier, vous ne pouvez ignorer la loyauté et 
la franchife de mes procédés. I] ne s’agit cepen- 
dant ni de. ma franchife ‘ni de ma loyauté; mes 
principes politiques (dont je ne m/écarterai 
jamais) vous font bien connus, ainfi que l’eftime 
perfonélle que vos talens et vos malheurs me 
firent concevoir pour vous. Je vous dirai feule- 
ment, que, n’ayant d’autre but que le bonheur 
du genre humain, ni d’autres guides que le fens 
commun et la probité, je ne crains nullement 
d’expofer mes principes et ma conduite au plus 
grand jour. Permettez donc que je me faffe 
un devoir de vous éclairer fur quelques objects 


~ 


tres 


( 7) 
trés importants, et fur lefquels il me femble que 
vous avez des idées peu jufies. “oo 


< J’entreprens cette tache d’autant plus vo- 
jontiers, vous connoiffant pour un homme trop 
jufte pour ne'pas écouter !a raifon et la verité. 
Pendant mon séjour a Parisen 1790 et en 1791, 
jai obfervé avec .beaucoup de regret et méme 
d’inquictude des foupcons trés mal fondés a l’egard 
des intentions de la Cour Britannique envers la 
France. Ces foupgons furent trés fortement 
appuyés par les menées des ariffocrates qui crurent au 
falut, c eft a dire, au rétabliffement de Pancien go- 
vernement par un guerre, contre? Angleterre. Animes 
Pun Ypoir plus que criminel, ils ont travaillé avec 
une lacheté digne de leur conduite toujours infame, a 
faire -aceroire au peuple toujours facile a tromper 
par fa bonté, que nos. armemens pour faire entendré 
raifon'qux Efpagnols étoient deftinés a enlever a la 
France les Iles du'Vents, et opérer une contre re- 
volution.* [1 n’eft point furprenant, Monfieur, 
| qu’un 

%* Twas at Paris at this time, but an accommodation taking 
place with Spain, the counter-revolution was neceffarily fuf- 
pended until Mr. Burke publifhed his Reflections on the French 
Revolution. It was expected that this celebrated work would 
effectually prove that gabelles, corvées, lettres de cachet, 
baftiles, flavery, and prieftcraft, were not fuch bad things as 
the people had, from their incompetency to judge, and little 
capacity to feel, been taught to believe ; if obftinacy is a proof 
ef ignorance, the French are very much impregnated with the 
em latter 


C03.) 


qu’un peuple échappé des fers, et toujours en- 
touré de ces anciens tyrans Ja nobleffe et le 
clergé, qui travaillent fans relache a le replonger 

fous 


latter commodity; for all the fine writings, nor all the fine 
{peeches of Mr, Burke made no more impreffion on them than 
if he had whiftled Lillibulero. “ Nil defperandum” will ever 
be the motto of a people whofe gaiety is never at the higheft, 
until their fortunes are at the loweft. What the RefecTions on the 
French Revolution could not effect, the Regicide Poace,(which I 
hear is in the prefs) it is faid, will infallibly accomplifh. This is 
the great and comprehenfive miracle which is to work the com- 
plete reftoration of abfolute monarchy and fuperftition. The 
Regicide Peace is the vaft miracle that is to operate all that is 
neceflary to enfure the immediate return of beads, relics, croffes, 
and friars, together. with an ocean of holy water, from their 
difgraceful pilgrimage! Such are the expectations formed from 
the wonder- working pen of Mr. Burke ; and as all thefe are 
niatters in which we have no right to meddle, for they relate. 
entirely to the internal management of an eftate that does not 
belong to us, the proprietors of which being of age and in pof- 
feffion, are furely at liberty to aét as they pleafe; but if the 
wonder-working pen of this gentleman has other objects in view, 
and if one of its objects is to give the lie to the divine precepts 
of Chriftianity, by preaching war and defolation ; if its prin~ 
cipal defign is to ftimulate the Britifh nation to become an un- 
worthy auxiliary to flaves and fanatics in their impious attempt 
to reftore defpotifm and fuperftition, I will recommend it to. 
my country aud to its minifters, to follow the wifer policy of 
Spain and France, that acknowledged the Proteétor Cromwell, 
rather than war witha people refolved to be free. The Court of 
Madrid was the firft to acknowledge the Englifh Republic in the 
laft century, and Cardinal Mazarine, (who was at leaft as gooda 
{tatefman as Mr.Burke, ) made no obje¢tion to treat with regicides. 
Even Mr. Burke himfelf, at one period of his life, corréfponded 
with regicides, and in the very height of the fierce conflict between. 
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fous le defpotifne, ajoute foi 4 des menfonges 
inventés par des mal mtentionés, et foutenus 
pour ainfi dire par la crainte; mais que des gens 
inftruits, 

this country and her colonies, recommended a peace with res 
gicides ; for what elfe was the recommending the Sovereign to 

acknowledge.the independence of America, than a ftab to 
royalty which America had fpurned as a thing unfit to 
be retained, and unworthy of its acceptance? FI faw Mr. 
Burke go-up in proud proceffion, and proud of the em- 
haffy, to the Britifh throne, with an addrefs to the King, be 
feeching his Majefly to inflict with his own hand, the very 
wound of death to regal authority; to give, as it were, .the 
coup-de-grace to expiring royalty, proftrate.and blveding on the 
diftant fhores of the Atlantic, nor can it be denied that the mo- 
narch would have fhared the fate of the monarchy, at almoft any 

period of the unnatural conteft, if his perfon had unhappily 
fallen intothe hands of his revolted fubje@s. Mr. Burke knows 
this fac at leaft as well, if not detter than any man in England, 
and with this knowledge of himfelf, and of paft events, what 
mutt his effrontery be, to come forward and declaim againft 
rebels —himfelf a rebel, of the very worift defcription! 
For it is rebellion againit humanity! It is worfe, it is rebel- 
lion againft heaven and earth! It is rebellion againft God 
and man! for Mr. Burke to council minifters not to make 
peace with regicides—himfelf a regicide! All-gracious Hea- 
ven, when will men learn to.be confiftent! Or rather, when 

will they ceafe to be unjuft! Whether it is the delirium of 

madnefs, or the delirium of vanity, that ftimulates this indifcreet 
champion of an infatuated priefthood and nobility, to. hatch, in 

his foul den, evils of the fouleft nature ; whether it is charity or 

folly to leave him at liberty to throw forth at random his wild 

and malignant foam, is for thofe to decide who have bloated him 

intoa confequence that he never deferved; ali that I contend for, 

is, that if his opinions are likely to influence our public councils 
in favour of war at this eventful moment, at a moment when 

our 
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inftruits, en foient les dupes, et que le gens 
eclairés foient affez credules pour croire les 
mille et un contes répandus contre le gouverne- 
ment Anglais, c’efi un de ces évenemens qui 
m’étonnent et m’affligent, 


** Le rapport également denué de tout fonde- 
ment que M. Pitt était ’ennemi juré de la re- 
volution, fut regu avec cette facilité aveugle, qui 
donne toujours aux menfonges,.la victoire fur la 
verité. J’ofe vous renyoyer 4 toutes les. declara- 
tions publiques et reconnues du minifire Anglais, 
depuis lecommencement dela révolution pour vous 
convaincre qu'il s’eft fait un devoir de ne point fe 
méler des affaires interieures de votre gouverne- 
ment. Je crots qu'il a toujours rejetté avec fer- 
meté toutes les propofitions d’attaques qui lui ont - 


our deareft interefts are at ftake, there will be economy in 
purchafing his filence at even quadruple the price at which the 
country has rewarded his labours and his apoftacy, 


It is not my with to ufe an afperity of language unworthy of 
inyfelf, or of the caufe I have efpoufed, but confidering Mr. 
Burke to have provoked, by his injudicious réflections on the 
French revolution, the execrable libels which have difgraced the 
prefs, and unhinged the public mind in this country; beholding 
him asthe man who gaveat once exiftence and celebrity to the worft 
of incendiaries ; and that if it had not been for Mr. Burke, we 
fhould never have heard of Mr. Paine, I throw myfelf upon the 
candour of thofe who feel as warm an intereft in the prefervation 
of the conftitution as myfelf, to pardon whatever may appear to 
them to be rafh or intemperate. : 


es été 
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été faités contre les Frangais, et qu’il n’a jamais 
voulu s’engager en aucun projet de contre révo- 
lution; s'il s’eft fait un devoir de ne jamais fe 
méler devos affaires, il fe fait auffi une gloire d’étre 
refté attaché a fes principes fages et equitables. . 


«“ Non content de lui reprocher de vouloir vous 
faire la guerre—non content.de Vavoir accuf€ 
@étre Vénnemi juré dela France, on a pouffé la 
calomnie au point de dire qu’il y a envoyé de 
Pargent pour exciter et fomenter les troubles. 
Limpoffibilité de la chofe, fuffit pour toute 
réponfe a une accufation auffi ridicule qu’atroce. 
Aucun miniftre Anglais ne peut diffiper, de cette 
maniére, le trefor publique, il eft obligé de ren- 
dre compte de tout ce qu'il dépenfe. Rappellez 
vous auffi le fyftéme d’ceconomie que M. Pitt a 
adopté, et les épargnes qu'il a faites, et vous 
conviendrez avec moi, qu’il ne peut avoir pro- 
digué de l’argent de Ja maniére qu’on le dit. Au 
refie je vous prie de bien examiner I’état de votre 
pays et du notre, fans confulter ni la juftice ni la 
politique. Croyez vous qu’il y auroit de la pru- 
dence 4 ajouter l’Angleterre au nombre de vos 
ennemis? La premiere fois que je vis M. Noél, 
et qu'il m’eut appris l’objet de fon voyage, je 
lui promis de lui procurer le moyen d’obtenir 
une entrevue avec M, Pitt, dés qu’il eut l’auto- 
rifation du counfeil executif, la conduite qu'il 
s'efi prefcrite a été trés prudente, tres fage, et s'il 
eut 


er ee 


eut été ici il y a quinze jours, 11 auroit probable- 
ment eu la conference que j’ai obtenue pour 
Maret. 


<< J’ai Aa me Jouer de leur conduite honette 2 
mon égard, et loyale envers leur patrie, et fi 
vous euffiez permis au dernier d’achever ce qu'il 
a fi bien commencé, je crois que vous auriez 
eu lieu d’en étre trés fatisfait. Aprés vous avoir 
affuré que je n’ai aucun interét perfonnel dans la 
négotiation que j’avois prefqu’entamé, j’efpere 
que vous vous preterez a des confeils fages et 
prudents, et que vous ne perdrez pas Voccafion 
qui fe prefente d’affurer le bonheur de votre 
pays, et la tranguillité de !Europe. N’imaginez 
point que le peuple Anglais foit difpofé a fe 
revolter contre le gouvernement—n ‘imaginez 

«pas qu’on defire la guerre ici—point du tout— 
nous defirons de vivre en bonne intelligence 
avec la France. 


<¢ Aprés les demarches que j'ai faits pour obtenir 
pour Maret une conference avec M. Pitt, je 
fus trés etonné que vous euffiez renvoyé M. Pitt 
a M. Chauvelin pour des explications. Monf. 
Maret vous expliquera bien des chofes qui ne 
peuvent s’ecrire. 


«¢ Je vous prie de vous perfuader, que je ne 
perdrai pas de yue pendant fon abfence du grand 
7 objet 
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objet qui m’intereffe——Salut et Amiti¢é.——< 
Bon foir. 
co W. Mitzs.” 
AA Monfieur Le Brun, 
Miniftre pour les Affaires Eftrangéres, 


a Paris. R 


TRANSLATION. 


London, No. 7, Cleveland Row, St. James's 
| 18th December, 1792. 

« T AM fincercly grieved to fee all my efforts 
for preferving peace, and uniting the two na- 
tions, likely to fail through ill-founded pre- 
poffeflions, mifconceptions, and under-hand 
manceuvres, as dangerous as they are contrary to 
the real intereft of both countries. 


«Tf *** has given you a faithful and 
particular account of all that paffed between 
him and me concerning the great objects which 
intereft, not only France and England, but the 
whole world, you cannot deny the cander and 
loyalty of my conduct. My candor and loyalty 
are, however, out of the quefiion. My political 
principles, from which I never will depart, are 
well known to you, as well as that perfonal 
efteem with which your abilities and misfortunes 
long fince infpired me. I {hall only tell you, 
that, having no other object but the happinefs of 
mankind, and no other guides but common fenfe 

| and 
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and common honefiy, [am not afraid ofhaving my 
principles andconduc¢t expofed to the whole world; 
permit me therefore to confider tt as my duty to 
undeceive you concerning fome very important 
objects, your ideas of which do not appear to me 
to be very juft. I undertake this tafk the more 
willingly, as [ hope you are too juft a man not 
to lifien to reafon and truth. 


« During my ftay in Paris, in the years 1790 and 
1791, I faw, with great concern and uneafinefs, 
the ill-grounded fufpicions entertained of the 
intentions of the Britifh Court towards France. 
Thefe fufpicionswere ftrongly fupported bythe in- 
trigues of the ariftocrats, who thought they faw | 
their falvation, that is to fay, the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the antient government, in a war with 
England. Animated by hopes more than cri- 
minal, they firove with a perfidy worthy of their 
condu¢t, always infamous, to perfuade the peo- 
ple, who are always eafily deceived through 
their credulity, that our armaments againft 
Spain, were really deftined to wreft from France 
the Leward Iflands, and to bring about a counter- 
revolution. It was not furprifing, Sir, that a 
people, juft freed from their chains, and ftill 
{urrounded by their late tyrants, (the nobility and 
clergy, who ftrive inceffantly to replunge them 
into flavery) fhould give credit to lies invented 
py ill-defigning perfons, and fupported as it 

4 | were 
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were by fear; but that well-informed men 
fhould be their dupes; that enlightened minds 
fhould be fo crédulous as to adopt the endlefs 
tales propagated againft the Enghth government, 


is one of thofe events which aftonifh and — 


grieve me. 


«¢ The report, equally groundlefS, that Mr. 
Pitt was the {worn enemy of the revolution, was 
received with that blindconfidence which too often 
gives falfehood a fuperiority over truth. I dare 
refer you to all the public and avowed decla- 
rations of the Englifh minifter, to convince you, 
that from the beginning of the revolution he has 
made it a point not to meddle with the internal - 
affairs of your government ; that he has always re- 
jected with firmnefs, every propofal made to him 
for attacking the French, and always refufed to be 
concerned in any project for a counter-revolu- 
tion; as he has made it his duty not to meddle 
with your affairs, fo he has made it his glory to 
remain attached to his own wile and equitable 
principles. 


“ Not fatisfied with having imputed to him a 
defign of making war againft you; not content 
with having accufed him of being the enemy of 
France, they have carried their calumnies ta 
fuch a degree as to fay that he fent money to 
France in ordet to excite and foment diftur- 
bances there. The impoffibility of the thing is a 
fufficient 
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fufficient an{wer to an imputation, as ridiculous 
as it is atrocious. No Englifh minifter can 
{quander the public money in that manner; he 
is obliged to give an account of what he fpends. 
Remember, befides, the fyftem of ceconomy 
which Mr. Pitt has adopted, the favings he has 
made, and you will agree with me, that he caf- 
not have lavifhed money as it has been faid. 
Moreover I beg you will confider attentively the 
ftate of your country and of our’s, independent 
of either juftice or policy, and fay, do you think 
it would be prudent to add England to the num- 
ber of your enemies ?—The firft time that | faw 
M. Noel, # and when he informed me of the ob- 
ject of his journey, I promifed to find means of 
obtaining for him an interview with Mr.-Pitt, as 
foon as he fhould be authorifed by the executive 
council. His behaviour has been very wife and 
very prudent, and if he had been here a fortnight 
ago he probably would have had the conference 
which I obtained for Maret. 


‘IT cannot but approve of their civility 
towards me, and their loyalty towards their coun- 
try; and if you had permitted the latter to com- 
plete what he had fo well began, I believe you 


* Mr. Noel, I believe, had been at the fame college with 
M. Le Brun, and there was a friendfhip between them. It is 
a juftice due to this able and intelligent envoy, to declare that 
he was extremely anxious to prefefve peace. 


L would 
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would have had reafon to be fatisfied with his 
conduct. After having affured you that I have 
no perfonal intereft in the negotiation for which 
I had nearly paved the way, I hope you will 
yield to wife and prudent counfels, and that you 
will not mifsthe opportunity which offers of fe- 
curing happinefs to your country and tranquil- 
lity to Europe. Do not imagine that the people 
of England are difpofed to revolt againft the 
goverpment—do not imagine that war is wifhed 
for in this country—on the contrary, we with 
to live on good terms with France. * 


«* After the meafures I had taken to obtain of 
Mr.. Pitt a conference with M. Maret, I was 
much furprifed that you fhould peremptorily 
refer Mr, Pitt to M. Chauvelin for explanations. 
M. Maret will explain to you many things which 
I cannot commit to paper. 


“I hope you will be perfuaded, that during 
his abfence I will not lofe fight of the great ob- 
je& which interefis me. Health and Friend- 
fhip. Good night. 








<eW. Ma vas.” 
To M. Le Brun, 
Miniter for Foreign Affairs, 


Paris: 
* I {peak generally of the whole country. 


APPEN- ' 


C 83 ) 


ALP. PEN DX No. VI, 
To Mr. Mires. 


6 Pars, Dét.19, 1792+ 
«© Dear Frienp, 

‘¢ ]'T is through the intrigues of Edward Walc- 
kiers, the Bruffells banker, that our executive 
power will require, as a preliminary flep to any 
explanation whatever, that the Republic fhall berac- 
knowledged in the perfon of Monf. Chauvelin. 


« This gentleman was abfolutely recalled on 
the return of Lord Gower. Mr. Noel was charged 
with the official letter to that purpofe, and Mr. 
Renard* was to have remained Chargé des Affaires. 


« Mr. Chauvelin, alarmed, entreated Noel not 
to deliver him the letter of recall, and entreated Le 
Brun to confider the confequences that might at- 
tend his abrupt departure—That the Court of 
London, in that cafe, would certainly demand an 
explanation, and a rupture between the two nations 
would enfue; that though he was not well with the 
Euglifh. minifter, yet he was perfedly fo with Mr. 
fox, and fome other members of oppofition; and 
qvould it be prudent in France to lofe the fruit of 

* The fecretary of M. Chauvelin, M. Renard, is now at 


Hamburgh, as envoy, I believe, from the French Republic, 
and was very anxious that peace fhould be preferved, 


EL 2 all 


‘ 
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all his labours: with thefe_ gentlemen, and their fubfe- 
quent fervices, for a vain form of diplomatic etiquette ? 
—Thefe, and fome other reafons alledged at the 
_ time, induced Mr. Noel to enter into the views 
of Chauvelin, and even to enforce his arguments, 
and to recommend his remaining in England. 
In return for this franknefs, Chauvelin endea- 
voured to fortify himfelf by bis intrigues among 
us. Walckiers is his relation by marriage, and 
as this latter has the ear of Le Brun, and has 
been all the time at Paris, he has employed his 
credit with the minifter for foreign affairs, and 
every engine he could put in motion, to have 
Chauvelin continued in his public character. 


«« Among other things it was reprefented to Le 
Brun, by this party, that 7# was incompatible 
coith the dignity of the Republic to treat with the 
Britifh iminifter in private, or by a fecret agent ; that 
nathing lefs than a public acknowledgment of the Re- 
public fhould induce the French executive council ta 
enter into any explanation with the Britifh Court, and 
that it fhould be infifted upon, that as M. Chauvelin 
caus on the fpot, and had credentials, he fhould be 
formally invited by your Minifter to appear at St: 
Jumess in his public charaéter. While this lan 
guage was infifted upon by the friends of Chau- 
velin here, fimilar advice, Iam told, was tranf- 
mitted from your country, and hence the reafon 
that Marct is prevented from acting, and that Le 

2 Brun 
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Brun forbid him to enter into any detail with 
your minifter. 


Noel, [am afraid, will have caufe to repent of his 
candor to Chauvelin. There is a combuftion in 
the hive; and Noel, who, I affure you, is a per- 
fect honeft man, very different to diplomatic men 
in general, and very anxious to prevent the war, 
has incurred much difgrace for endeavouring to 
undeceive Le Brun, with refpect to the ftrength of 
oppofition, and the internal ftate of your coun- 
try; (which latter was believed to be in a flate 
of infurrection), until he wrote to the contrary, 
and on that account it is that the executive council 
has gone fuch lengths, and may ftill go greater. 


It is propofed to fend Noel * to the Hague as 
Minifter, and if this fhould take place, it is pro- 
bable the ftorm raifed againft him, may blow 
over. You may be affured that Noel is very 
anxious for peace, fo is Maret and Young Mour- 
gue; rely upon it, they will exert all their influ- 
ence and credit to preferve it; as far as they can 
_ confiftent with what they owe to their own coun- 
try.---Do not defpair---and yet I mufi not bid 
you hope. Adieu, adieu, 

<* Your Friend.” 
+-* & 4 


* This gentleman is at the Hague, and IJ avail myfelf of this op- 
portunity to do juftice to the rectitude of his condué in this coun- 
try, as Well as.to his talents, and the philanthropy of his dif- 


pofition, 
APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, No. YI. 


From Monf. Maret fo Mr.-Miss. 


= Paris, 5 Janvier Pan 2d de la Republique. 


<< VOUS avez écrit, mon cher Miles, a *** avec 
une fenfibilité un peu trop vive fur le premier 
rapport de le Brun. Je crois bien que fi j’étais 
arrivé avant qu'il fut fait, le Miniftre aurait con- 
fenti- 4 quelques‘ changemens affez effentiels--- 
Mais que youlez vous? J’étais.en route et l’opi- 
nion était abufé fous beaucoup de rapports. De- 
puis mon retour j'ai parlé hautement et franche- 
ment, mais j’ai trouvé des grands obftacles. 





Les infultes du Parlement Britannique; l’orgueil 
national des Frangais ; leur courage; leur moyens; 
Vimmenfités des leurs refources; voila des faits, 
voila des raifons, auxquels, Venthoufiafme de la 
liberté et de la victoire donnent une energie qu'on 
ne peut. ni modifier, ni reftreindre. Si par im- 
poffible, nos nations parvenaient 4 fe rapprocher 
et a s’entendre, Je Brun verrait avec une grande 
joie l’occafion de communiquer et de travailleravec 
yous a cet ouvre falutaire et pacifique. | Affuré- 

. ment 
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ment votre gouvernement ne pourrait choifir 
perfonne dans aucun circonftance, avec qui Le 
Brun eut plus de plaifir 4 parler d’affaires. 


« Adicu, adieu.” 


TRANSLATION. 


“¢ Paris, Fan. 5, 24 Year of the Republic. 
“YOU have written, my dear Miles, to * * * 
with rather too much warmth on the fubject of 
the firft report of Le Brun.* Ihave no doubt 
but many effential alterations would have been 
made in it, if [had happily arrived in time. But 
what would you have me do? I was on the road, © 
and the public opinion had been impofed upon 
in many tftances. I have fpoken with great frank- 
nefs and boldnefs fince my return, but T have 
found immenfe obftacles.—The infults of the 
Britith Parliament. + 
oS Lhe 


* To the Convention. 


+ Strong remonftrances were tran{mitted to me againft the wild 
and flippant {currilities of Mr. Burke and of Mr. Windham, the 
latter of whom gave extreme offence, by afferting, that a French- 
man muft change his nature, before he could /peak truth.* A va- 
riety of letters that I received at that period refented this inde- 
cent outrage offered to an entire nation, nor was it confidered 
as an extenuation of the offence, when I afferted that the govern- 
ment of the country, not the country itfelf, ought to be refponfi- 


% In debate in the Houfe of Commons, 1792. 


fible 
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*« The pride of the French nation, its courage, 
means, and immenfe refources! Behold thefe 
fa&ts! Behold thefe reafons, to which the enthu- 
fiafm of liberty and of victory give an energy 
which cannot be modified nor refirained. If by 
great efforts the two nations could be made to 
underftand each other, Le Brun will behold with 
great joy the opportunity it may give him tocom- 
municate and act with you in this falutary and 
pacific undertaking. 


«Your government certainly could not felect a 
perfon at any time with whom Le Brun would 
have more pleafure to converfe on public affairs. 

«¢ Adieu, adieu.” 


ble for the indifcretions of individuals; nor did I fail to remind 
them that privilege of fpeech belonged to Parliament as a right, 
and that the Convention itfelf had not been deficient in exer- 
cifing this right, in its turn, refpecting this country, with an il- 
Kiberality ftill more indecent, if poffible, than that of the gentle- 
men above-mentioned. 


APPEN- 
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APPENDIX; No: VIE 


Mr. Mitts to M. Maret. 


Ce 4 Janvier 3 

“ JE n’ai qu’un moment pour accufer la recep- 
tion de votre lettre. II faut que vous me difpen- 
fiez d’y répondre, jufqu’a ce que j’aie plus de 
tems. Quant au bill de Milord Grenville, les 
menées de vos compatriotes ici et en Irelande, & 
ces menées appuyées, pour ne pas dire autorifées 
par les decrets de la Convention, femblent avoir 
provoquée une méfure fi dure, mais nécéffaire. 
Si vous faites attention au bill, vous verrez que 
les negocians & les commergans y font exceptés, 


« J’ai le coeur navré de voir que tous mes efforts 
pour écarter la guerre, n’aboutiffent 4 rien & ¢a 
a caufe de l’opiniatreté de Le Brun qui eft aifure- 
ment trés mal inftruit de Ja fituation intericure 
de ce pays. Dites 4 Monf. ————— qu’en con- 
{équence de fa conduite 4 mon egard, relative- 
ment aux affaires publiques, toute liaifon entre lui 
& moi doit fe rompre. Vraimentje ne vois d'autres 
moyens d’éviter la guerre que par des declarations 
trés precife de la France fur ces conquettes, fur 
l’Efcaut, et fur la paix générale. Soyez Francs 5 


La France ne s’expliqueroit elle pas, fi elle defiroit 
M de 
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de bonne foi conferver la paix ? Toute tracaflerie 
m’afflige, tout va de travers, j’en fuis défolé, et 
penfe 3 renoncer.a tout et 2 m’enf€velir a la cam; 


pagne . 


<<‘ Ecrivez moi je vous prie un mot de réponfe 4 
cette lettre, et mandez moi, fi vous voulez vous 
preter a aun accommnodement. 


“¢ Je vous fouhaite le bon foir. 


. ' & WM. MILES.” 
a Mon, Maret. 


TRANSLATION, 


| Jan. 4 1793. 
* | HAVE but one moment to acknowledge the 


receipt of your letter. You muft excufe my not 
anfwering it, until [have more time, As to ‘Lord 
Grenville’s Bill, the manceuvres. of your country-: 
men here, and in Ireland, and thefe manceuvres 
fupported, if not authorifed by the decrees of the 
Convention, feem to have provoked a meafure fo 
harfh, but neceflary. If you pay attention to the 
bill, you will fee: that merchants and people in 
trade are excepted. | 


. “ My heart is torn to fee all my endea- 
vours to avoid Miss come to nothing, and that 
* >. 2) “through 


ae 


through the obftinacy of Le Brun who is certainly 
very ill informed of the fituation of this country. 
Tell Mr. * # # that on account of his bebaviour 
to me relative to public affairs, all communica- 
tion between him and me muft ceafe. In truth 
I fee no other means of avoiding war but by ex- 
plicit declarations on the part of France concern- 
ing her conquefts, the Scheldt, and a general 
peace. Be fincere. Would not France declare 
hér intentions openly, if fhe fincerely withed to 
preferve peace ? Bquabbles always afflict me. 
Every thing goes wrong. I am grieved and giving 

up all hopes of peace, mean to bury myfelfin the 


country. 


‘Write to me, I pray you, a few words in an- 
fwer to this letter, and tell me if you will liften to 
terins of accommodation ?. 


“ J wifh you a good night, 


<¢ W. MILES.” 
M. Maret. 


M2 «.: APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, No. IX. 


Cleveland-row, Londres, 
le 2 Janvier, 1793- 


*< VOUS exprimez toujours, Monfieur, dans 
vos differens rapports 4 la‘ Convention, et dans 
Jes depéches qui me font tombées fous les yeux le 
defir de conferver la paix entre Angleterre et la 
France. Mais comment fe fier 4 des protefta- 
tions d’amitié dementies par les faits ? Comment. 
croire vos intentions pacifiques tandis que votre 
conduite eft hoftile ? Vivons nous dans un fiécl¢ 
ou les enigmes font en ufage, on faut il pour 
vous comprendre lire 4 rebours ce que vous 
dites ? 


«* Pendant quatre mois confecutifs vos emiffaires 
fecrets ont fait mille tentatives pour obtenir une 
entrevue avec M. Pitt, et dés qu'il s’y eft prété 
fa condefcendance a été attribué non 4a la Fran- 
chif2; non 4 linterét qu’ll eft cenfé prendre 4 la 
profperité de fa patrie; non pas a une principe de 
bonne politique, fondé fur les bafes de la probité 
et de Vhumanité, mais a la foibleffe, ou a un 
motif cncore moins excufable, qui ne lui feroit 

3 jamais 
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jamais attribué que par des hommes fans vertu et 
qui etant depourvus de tout fentiment d’honneur, 


ne croyent pas que des tels fentimens , puiffent 
exifter chez les autres. 


« Selon eux; c’étoit 4 la crainte ou 4 la perfidie 
que Monf. Maret devoit fon entrevue avec Mr. 
Pitt. Grand Dieu! quelle crainte auroit-il pu 
avoir? Une feule peut-étre! Le poignard d’un 
affaffin! Et qu’avoit-il a gagner par la perfidie 
envers une nation qui eft dans ce moment non 
feulement fans pouvoir, fans credit, et fans une 
torce fufhifante pour attenter aucune enterprife 
étrangére, mais, felon toutes les apparences, fans 
les reffources militaires indifpenfables pour fou- 
tenir une guerre générale. Enfin, une nation que 
fes follies et fes crimes precipiteront t6t ou tard 
dans une abime dont elle ne fortera que par des 
moyens qui doivent vous faire trembler! Le peu 
de credit que la Convention Nationale femblait 
‘ conferver aprés la trifte journée du dix d’Aout 
(1792) auroit rendu toute explication fur les 
grands objets qui interreffoient les deux nations, 
' trés imprudentes, trés unutiles, et peut-étre trés 
dangereufes pour l’Angleterre. Menacé d’une 
armée qui ¢toit deja fur vos frontiéres et toute la 
machine du gouvernement ainfi que tous les efprits 
deforganifés par les convulfions interieures, la 
crainte vous a fait tenir un langage peu veridique, 
et qui fut bientot changé en un ton trés deplacé, 


en 
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en des termes que vous ‘n’auriez pas du vous per- 
mettre, et que nous devions encore moins en- 


C’eft une trifte verité, Monfieur, que la prof- 
perité éblouit et les nations et les hommes, ‘et 
qu’il faut des malheurs trés confiderables quelque- 
fois pour apprendre aux uns et aux autres Ia 
juftice et la moderation! la rapidité de vos con- 
quétes dans les Pays Bas Autrichiens, eh Alle- 
magne, et dans la Savoie, vous a fait perdre de - 
vue ce que vous vous devez 4 vous mémes et aux 
autres, et parceque vous réuffites par l’audace de 
vos armes fur quélques’ gouvernemens naturelle- 
ment foibles, et deja infectés des vices conta- 
gieux du temps, vous croyez pouvoir dicter la 
Joi & toute Europe, et la forcer ‘d’adopter les 
mémes principes d’anarchie dont vous avez été 
les victimes depuis le 14 Juillet 1789. Vrai- 
ment, Monfieur, je fuis au defefpoir de trouver 
un rapprochement fi parfait enfre la conduite de 
la France libre, et celle de la France eflave; 
comme fi c’était fa trifte deftiné de gemir tou- 
jours fous un defpotifme plus ow moins affreux: 
Mais pour revenir 4 notre fujet. Je vous ai 
tracé la route que vous avez a fuivre, et fi 
vous fuivez mes confeils, le Cabinet Anglais ne 
s’avifera pas de vous declarer la gaerre—mais foyez 
de bonne foi; ne me trompez pas; n’ecoutez 
pas ces petits meflieurs qui vous entourrent, 

et 
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et vous flattent, et qui aimeraient mieux jouer au 
plus. fin, que de marcher droit; rappellez vous 
toujours, que vous tenez entre vos mains par le 
hazard le plus extraordinaire et le plus bizarre 
la deftinée pour ainfi dire de l’Europe entiére, et 
qu’en- vous écartant des principes que je vous ai 
tracé dans une lettre précédente, et que Maret 
vous a certainement repetés felon les inftructions 
que je lui ai données, vous. pronencerez un arrét 
de mort contre des. millions peut-étre de vos fem- 
blables ! pouvez vous—ofez vous y penfer fans 
fremir ? La paix, je vous le repete, eft facile & 
conferver, et la paix. une fois affurée, voila la 
pierre fondamentale pofée de cette alliance entre 
nos deux pays; alliance que j'ai tant defirée, 
et que pour l’obtenir je fuis prét de facrifier ma 
vie. La Nation Anglaife eft-bien difpotée vers 
la France, et comme la nation compte pour 
beaucoup dans ce pays-ci; le gouvernement 
n’ofera jamais marcher en fens contraire; mais 
de votre cété il-ne faut pas éffaroucher ni fati- 
guer le peuple en decriant une Conftitution a 
laquelle elle eft attachée d’une maniére que rien 
ne peut ébranler. Voila cependant lecueil fur le- 
quel je crains que vous n’alliez échour, et fans 
parler de Vindecence qu'il y auroit 4 vouloiz 
s'immifcer dans les affaires interieures d’une autre 
nation, il faut convenir qu’une démarche fi peu 
me(urée feroit auffi indécente, qu’injufte et dange- 
reufe—le malheur eft que vous femblez avoir 
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Ja manic de vous méler de tout, et fouvenez 
vous, mon ami, qu’en fe mélant de tout,- on 
gate tout. 
Rappellez donc tous vos emiffaires;—que la pro- 
pagande finiffe! et ne cherchez plus a troubler la 
tranquillité publique dans ce pays.—Vos decréts diz 
19 Novembre et du 15 Decembre font des ménaces 
qu’aucun gouvernement ne peut entendre, fans 
prendre des précautious fur le champ pour fa pro- 
pre fureté, et vous devez fentir que tandis que des 
pareils décrets exifteront, nous ne pouvons nous 
fier 4 vos affurances pacifiques, d’ailleurs quand 
vous parlez dans un fens contraire aux déclarations 
explicites de la Convention, vous ne pouvez étre 
confideré que comme un particulier.—Au nom de 
Dieu, fi vous voulez éviter un embrafement univer- 
fel, ne vous mélez pas de notre gouvernement; fi 
nous fommes moins libres que vous, méme fi nous 
étions dans l’efclavage le plus affreux, laiffez nous 
nos fers, et puis qu’ils ne nous génent pas, pour- 
quoi vous inquietent-ils ?—Je m’etens d’autant plus 
fur cet article que je n’ignore pas les efpérances 
mal.fondés que vous avez congues d’une revolte 
générale, et pendant que vous encouragez de tels 
projets, il me fera impoffible devous aider, et méme 
d’entretenir aucune correfpondence ni avec vous, ni 
avec le confeil executif.—Vous me demandez fimt 
Lord Hawkefbury et Mr. Dundas ne font pas pour 
Ia guerre.—Je ne les connois pas du tout, et j1g+ 
nore 
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nore abfolument méme leurs perfonnes et leurs fen- 
timens.—I1 ne m’eft jamais arrivé d’avoir aucune 
relation avec ces deux meffieurs, et je vous avoue 
franchement que leurs confeils auffi imprudent que 
ruineux dans la malheureufe guerre de l’Amerique, 
m/’otent toute confiance et dans leur fageffe, et dans 
leurs principes.—Ecoutez moi encore une fois, et 
une fois pour tout, xe rendez pas la guerre neceffaire, 
ni comme méfure de precaution, ni par neceffité, pour re- 
pouffer une aggreffion de votre part, et vous ne 
Paurez pas; comptez la deffus, et je repondrai du 
refte. J’entrevois méme des difpofitions trés favor- 
ables en faveur de la paix. Ne le forcez donc pas 
Mr. Pitt par votre imprudence A fe declarer contre 
vous; foyez fages, et vous rendrez la liberté aux 
Belges et aux Liegeois—L’Empire et |’Empe- 
reur n’auront plus rien & dire, et un peuple loyal 
et brave fera affranchi d’un joug qui !’a trop long 


tems opprimé. 


“On n’eft pas du tout eloigné d’un ar- 
rangement, que les circonftances imperieufes ont 
peut-étre dité beaucoup plus que la juftice.—J’ai 
propofé cette arrangement, comme la feule condi- 
tion fur laquelle vous confentirez a revenir fur 
Vaffaire de |’Efcaut, d’abandonner vos conquétes, 
et d’accorder Ja paix a Ja Pruffe et 4 l’Autriche.— 
C’elt au pouvoir executif 4 decider.—Mais fongez 
je vous en prie, que fi on refufe a Paris de fe préter a 

N wil 
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un arrangement fi raifonable, une guerre affreufe 
s’enfuivra ; vous aurez.a combattre toute VEurope, 
et les deux nations pour lefquelles j j'ai tant travaillé 
retomberont dans Vefclavage.—Vous étes maitre 
de leur deftin. 


z « W. Mies.” 


AA Monjieur Le Brun, 
Minifire pour les Affaires 
_Etrangéres & Paris. 


. 


~ TRANSLATION. 


_ London, Fanuary 2, 1793. 


' 


om Mr. Le Baux, Minifer for Foreign Affairs at 


Paris. - 


<€ YOU always exprefs, Sir, in your different re- 
ports tothe Convention and in the difpatches which 
I have feen, the defire of preferving peace between 
England and France ; but what reliance can be had 
on proteftations of friendfhip contradicted by facts! 
How is it pofiible to believe your intentions pacific, 
while yourconduét is hoftile? Dowe live inagewhen 
enigmasarcin vogue, or is it neceflary in order to com- 
prehend your meaning to read what you write back- 
wards * 


Your 


1 a 


“ Y ourfecret emiaries have, during four fucceffive 
months, made a thoufand attempts to obtain an in- 
terview with Mr. Pitt, and he no fooner granted ir, 
than his condefcenfion was attributed, not to can- 
dor, nor to the intereft which he is known to 
- take in the profperity of his country; not to a prin- 
ciple of found policy founded on the bafis of honefty 
and humanity ; but to weaknefs, or a motive ftill 
more unpardonable, which could have been imputed 
to him only by men without virtue, and who be- 
ing deftitute of every: fentiment. of honor, cannot 
comprehend its exiftence in others. According to 
them it was to fear or perfidy that M. Maret was in- 
debted for ‘his interview with Mr. Pitt.. Good God ! 
what had he to fear? perhaps the dagger of an aflaf- 
fin! What had he to gain by perfidy towards a na- 
tion, which is a¢ this moment not only without power, 
without credit or a force fufficient to form any 
foreign enterprife; but even, according to all ap- 
pearances, without the military refources indifpen- 
{ably neceffary to fupport a general war; a nation, 
in a. word, which its follies and crimes muft fooner 
or later plunge into-an abyfs, from which it can 
only recover by means which fhould make you 
tremble! 


<¢ The little credit which the National Conven- 
tion feemed to poffefs after the melancholy roth 
of Auguft, 1792, would have rendered at that time 
N 2 | every 
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every. explanation, concerning the great objects 
which interefted both nations, very imprudent, 
very ufe.efs, and perhaps very dangerous to Eng~ 
land. | } 


*« Threatened by an army already on your fron- 
tiers, the whole frame of your government as well as 
the ininds of the people deranged by interiorconvul- 
fions, fear made you ufe a language fat from truth, 
which was foon changed into a very improper tone, 
and expreffed in terms which you fhould not have 
indulged, much Jefs fhould we have heard. It isa 
melancholy truth, Sir, that profperity dazzles nations 
as well as individuals, and that great calamities are 
fometimes neccflary to teach them juftice and mo- 
deration. 


** The rapidity of your conquefts in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, in Germany and Savoy, made you 
lofe fight of what you owed to yourfelves and to 
others, and becaufe you fucceeded bythe intrepidity 
of your arms againft fome governments naturally 
weak and already infeéted by the contagion of the 
times, you thought you could diétate laws to all 
Europe, and force it to adopt the fame principles 
of anarchy, of which you have been the victims 
fince the 14th of July, 1789. 


“<< J any 
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‘*T am fincerely grieved, Sir, to find fo per- 
fect a fimilarity between the condu& of France 
become free, and that of France in flavery, as if its 
unhappy deftiny was always to groan under a move 
or lefs horrible defpotifm ! 


<* But to return to our fubject, I have drawn 
the line which you are to follow; and if you take 
my advice the Britifh Cabinet will not venture 
to declare war againft you; but be fincere, and 
do not deceive yourfelf or me; pay no attention to 
thofe little gentlemen who furround and flatter you, 
and who prefer low cunning to an open and upright 
conduct. 


“¢ Confider, that by a very fingular and a very ex- 
traordinary chance, you hold in fome meafure, the 
deftiny of Europe; that in departing from the prin- 
ciples which I laid down for you in a former letter, 
and which Maret undoubtedly repeated to you 
according to my requeft, you will pronounce a 
{entence of death, perhaps, againft millions ! Can 
you, Sir; nay, dare you, Sir, refle& on it with- 
out fhuddering ? Peace, I repeat it to you, 1s eafily 
preferved, and peace once fecured, the foundation 
is laid for an alliance between our two countries— 
an alliance I fo ardently wifh for, that to obtain it 
I would readily facrifice my life. The Englifh na- 
tion is well-difpofed in favor of the French, and as 

2 in 


( “102 ) 


in this country the will of the people: is of great 
weight, government will never venture to fteer in 
an oppofite courfe; but on your part you muit nei- 
ther alarm nor infult the people by crying down 
the conftitution for which their attachment is ‘in- 
violable. This, however, is the rock on which I 
fear you may fplit; and not to-mention the in- 
decency of meddling in the interior concerns of 
another nation, you muft acknowledge that fuch 
an inconfiderate meafure would be as wnjuft-as dan- 
gerous. The misfortune is, that you feem to be pof- 
feffed with the mifchievous madnefs of meddling 
with every thing. Remember, my friend, that by 
meddling with every thing you may fpoil every 
thing. 


‘* Recall all your emiffaries, put an’ end to your 
propaganda, and no longer ftrive to difturb the public 
tranquillity in this country. Your decrees of thergth 
of November * and. 1'sth of December are menaces 
which no government‘can hear without taking mea- 
fures of precaution immediately for its own fafety ; 
and you mutt feel that while fuch decrees exift, we 


‘ 


* I had reafon to believe that thefe decrees were levelled at 
this country, in confequence of the delufion which ‘prevailed 
in France, that we were on. thé eve of an infurreétion in 
England, and that the promife of fupport would inftantly pro- 
duce an explofion. | 


.S 


cannot 
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cannot rely on your pacific affurances: befides, 
when you exprefs fentiments direétly contrary to the 
explicit declarations of the Convention, you can 
only be confidered as a private individual. In the 
name of God, if you wifh to avoid an univerfal con- 
flagration,—do_ not meddle with our government. 
If we are lefs free than you, if we were even in the 
mott abject ftate of flavery, let us and our chains 
alone, and as you do not feel them, why trouble 
yourlelves about them? I dwell the more willingly 
on this article, as I am no ftranger to the groundlefs 
hopes you have conceived of a general revolt, and 
while you encourage fuch fchemes, it will be im- 
pofible for me to affift you, nor even to hold 
any correfpondence with you or the Executive 
Council. 


“You afk me if Lord Hawkefbury * and Mr. 
Dundas are not for war. Iam totally unacquainted 
with both; { know neither their perfons nor their 
fentiments. I never had the leaft connexion with 
thofe gentlemen, and I frankly acknowledge to you 
that their pernicious counfels, inthe American war, 


* I do not know from what fource M. Le Brun derived 
his information; but it was the opinion of others, as well as 
his own, that both thefe gentlemen were eager for war; and 
whenever this language was held to me, my invariable anfwer 
was, “ If /o, why give them, by your condu?, an advantage over 
you, and favour their views ? 


inf{pire 


€ tes ) 


infpire me with no fort of confidence either in their 
wifdom or their principles. 


Hear me once more, and once for all, I conjure 
you! Do not render the war neceffary either as a mea- 
fure of precaution, or as a meafure of neceffity, to repel 
un aggreffion on your part, and you will avoidit. Be 
affured of it—be prudent, and I will anfwer for the 
reft. I even perceive a ftrong difpofition to pre- 
ferve peace. Therefore do not force Mr. Pitt by 
your imprudence to declare againft you. Be wife, 
and you will reftore liberty to Liege and Brabant. 
The Empire and the Emperor will have nothing 
to fay, and a brave and loyal people will be freed 
from a yoke which has too long oppreffed them. 
This country would not be averfe to an arrange- 
ment dictated more by imperious circumftances 
than by juftice. 


“« T have propofed this arrangement as the only 
condition on which you would agree to give up 
the Scheld, renounce your conquetts, and grant 
peace to Pruffia and Aoftria. 


“Te 1s for the executive power to decide ; but re- 
fle, I pray you, that if you decline an arrange- 
ment fo reafonable, a calamitous war will be the 
confequence; you will have all Europe to com- 
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bat, and the two nations for whofe freedom I have 
toiled fo much will relapfe again into flavery. Their 
fate is in your hands. * 


** Farewell, 
“* J have written to you by Noel. 


so W. Mires.” 


* There are two or three letters in this publication, from 
which I have withheld the names of thofe who writ them, for 
zeafons which cannot well be explained; and efpecially as the 
writers of them are in exiftence, and in their own country. 
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Be ile envoyée par Monfieur Chauvelin, 
Lundi, | 31 Decembre, yous eft certainement. par- 


me a 1] iF 5 ni 4° ie) 

venue, .cependant, yous. ne _mp,en, Accnlens pas: le 
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_© Vous me parlez a“ ’ardeur du Peuple Fran- 
caife, & de fes reflources immenfes ; helas! mon 
cher Maret, il n’eft plus queftion ni de l'une ni 
de l’autre, 


* Apres les griefs déetaillés dans la réponfe de 
Milord Grenville 4 Ja note de M. Chauvelin, 
guel autre parti y a-t-il 4 prendre pour la France 
que de reculer ou de fe battre. Je n’en connois 
aucun. Vous me direz, peut-étre, que ce qu’on 
a exigé eft trop humiliant ; mais non cher ami, 
il neft pas queftion d’orgueil, mais de juftice. 
Je vous ai prié de faire fentir 4 Le Brun combien 
il feroit plus glorieux a la France de confentir 4 
une paix, générale, apres avoir affranchi les Pays 
Bas & le pays de Liége, ‘que de continuer une 
guerre, dont on ne peut entrevoir les fuites, & 
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‘gui expofera la liberté nouvellement acquife par 
les Liégeois & les Belges, ainfi que le nouvel 
ordre des chofes en France. Le pouvoir executif 
aura Ja gloire d’avoir affermi la Révolution Fran- 
gaife & le loifir de rétablir Jes finances délabrées, 
de remonter la machine du gouvernement & de 
faire renaitre un commerce prefqu’anéanti; la 
tranquillité - publique fera affurée par la. paix, 
ainfi que la fortune & Ja gloire de ceux qui tieri- 
nent aétuellement le deflin de la France en leurs 
mains, & pour prix de tout cela? Rien qui ne 
foit dicté par la juftice} ete 


«Si Affemblée. Nationale dans un moment 
d'ivreffe fait des bévues ou des injuftices, il con- 
vient qu'elle corrige les uns & répare les autres. 
Permittez que je vous répete ce que vous avez 
deja du dans Ja réponfe de Milord Grenville; 
que les ordres donnés 4 vos officiers généraux de 
pourfuivre Vennemie fur les terres neutres eft 
une attcinte contre lindépendence des puiffances 
qui ne font point en guerre avec vous, 


“« Larrété du ponte re de l'Efcaut, 
eft une infraction des traités. 


.  L’appropriation, de la Savoie eft. contre yos 
propres principes, yous avez renoncé a ‘toutes 
conquctes, & vous en faites! Comment fe fier 
4 une nation qui ne refpecte ni fes traité ni fes 

O02 fermens ? 
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fermens? Le décret du 19 Novembre ainfi que 

celui du 15 Decembre étant congus en termes 

généraux & invitant, pour ainfi dire, les peuples 
de tous les pays 4 f€ revolter contre leurs gou- 
vernemens refpectifs, en leur promettant du fe- 

cours, font des griefs trop évidentes, & trop 

{érieux pour ne pas indigner le gouvernement 

Britannique, & juftifier fes craintes, furtout aprés 

que I’Affemblée Nationale a accueilli, avec un. 
empreffement auffi peu décent que peu politique, 

Jes addreffes de quelques clubs factieux en Angle- 

terre, qui ne diffimulaient pas leurs intentions de 
tout boulverfer. Voila donc, mon cher Maret, 

ou nous en fommes! Si vous pouvez engager le 

confeil exécutif 4 revenir fur fes pas, relativement 

aux articles ci-deffus, la guerre n’aura point lieu ; 

i! faut convenir que l’Angleterre ne peut que fe 

fentir comprife dans les décrets qui offrent ce que 
vous appellez fraternité 4 tous les peuples du 
monde ; il eft evident auffi que notre exiftence 

politique ne permettra nullement que la France 

S'aggrandiffe, & vous ne pouvez nier que le 

traité de 1788 nous oblige 4 garantir la fermeture 
de l’Efcaut, & que vous y étes tenu par le traité 

de 1786. Il eft auffi vrai que pendant qu’un 

traité exifte on doit le refpecter. 


Répondez le plutdt poffible 4 ma lettre, je 
vous en fupplie, & de vive voix, fi vous le 
voulez, ce ae me plaira infiniment ; ne craignez 

rien 
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rien de {a nouvelle loi ; je puis vous affurer que 
les étrangeres peuvent voyager auffi librement en 
Angleterre 4 prefent qu’autrefois. Mais point 
d’intrigues ; point de commerce avec des fa¢ctieux 
qui puiffe compromettre la tranquillité publique. 
Je vous crois trop honnéte pour vous en méler ; 
d’ailleurs j’efpére que vous ferez chargé d'une 
branche d’olivier, & en ce cas vous ferez regu 2 
bras ouverts. Venez donc fans crainte; defcen- 
- dez chez moi & confiderez ma maifon comme la 
votre. Adieu. 
« MILES.” 


AA M. Maret, Chef du Départe- 
ment pour les Affaires Etran- 


géres, &@ Paris. 


‘TRANSLATION. 


London, Jan. 11, 1793- 


*¢ THE difpatch fent off by M. Chauvelin, on 
Monday, 31ft of December, muft certainly have 
reached you; but you have not acknowledged 
its arrival. You tell me of the ardour of the 
French, and of their immenfe refources. Alas! 
my dear Maret, it is no longer a queftion of 
either. After the grievances which are explained 
in Lord Grenville’s anfwer to M. Chauvelin’s 

note, 
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fote, What other alternative has’ France but to 
retract or to fight ? at know of none, You wilt 
perhaps tell me, that what has been required is 


too hamiliating ; but excufe me, my dear friend, ; 
it is not pr ide but ad rey that you muft confit. 


“ey begged you to obferve to Le Brun, how 
mich | more, * glorious | it would be to France’ to 
confent to a genetal peace, after having givert 
freedom to the Low Countries, and ‘to Liege, 
than to continue a war, of which it is impoffiblé 
to forefee the confequences, and which will en- 
danger the newly acquired liberties of Belgia and 
Liege, as well as. the new order of things in 
France. ‘The executive power will have the 
merit of ftrengthening the French Revolution, 
and ‘Jeifure to re-eftablith the finances, to wind 
up the machinery of government, and to re- 
efiablith commerce, which is almoft annihilated. 
The public tranquillity will be enfured by peace, 
as Well ‘as the fortune and fame of thofe who are 
entrufted with the deftiny of France ; and no- 
thing i is required for this but what juftice dictates, 
If the National Affembly, in a moment of in- 
foxication, commits injuries or blunders, it is 
but fair fhe fhould repair the one and correct the 
other. Allow me to repeat to you. what, you. 
have already perufed in Lord Grenville’s anfwer:. 
that the orders given to your general officers to 
purfue the enemy on neutral ground, is an at- 

tack 
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tack on thie independence. of thote powers w ith 
whom yeu are © not at. war. | | Besta 
ee The ey éf ne Council on the carta 
the Scheldt, A? an infringement of treaty. 
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“The appropriation of Savoy is contrary to 
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of the I 15th, ar ee ste conceived: in eat 
naeral, terms, and soln in. a, Manper, every 
nation inthe world to revolt with A ,promile. ars 
fupport are gr ievances too ferious hot to enrage 
the Britith Government, and juftify its fears. 
‘Above all, when the Cony entional Aff flembly 3 has 
received, with 2 an avidity as indecent as it was 
impolitic, the, addrefs of fome factious clubs in 
England, ‘Who do not conceal their intention of 
overturning every thing. Here then, my, dear 
Maret, the matter refts:—if you can engage the 
Executive Council to retract, as far as relates to the 
above articles, the war cannot take place. You 
mutt allow that England cannot but confider itfelf 
included in the decree which offers what you call 
fraternity to all the people in the world. It is 
alfo very evident that our political exiftence will 
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by no means allow of France being aggrandized, 
and you cannot deny that the treaty of 1788 
obliges us to fecure the Scheldt, and that you are 
bound to this by the treaty of 1786. It is equally 
‘true, that as long as a treaty exifts, it ought to 
be refpected. 


<¢ Anfwer my letter, I befeech you, as foon as 
poffible ; and if in perfon it will pleafe me the 
more. Fear nothing from the new law. I can 
venture to affure you that ftrangers may travel 
as freely in England as formerly; but no in- 
trigues, no connection with thofe who may with 
to deftroy the public tranquillity. I believe you 
to be too honeft a man to interfere in fuch bufi- 
nefs ; befides, I indulge the hope of feeing you 
with an olive branch, and in this cafe you will 
be received with open arms. Come then with- 
out fear, and confider my houfe as your own. 
Adieu. é 


‘¢ WM. MILES.” 


To M. Maret, Chief of the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs, at Paris. 
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APPENDIX, No. XI. 


18 Jan, 1793. 
‘© A Monsieur Le Brun, 

“UN evenement m’eft arrivé qui m’ote a ja- 
mais la douce efpérance d’étre utile 4 Ja chofe 
publique, j’aurais voulu écarter la guerre, ce ter- 
rible fléau du genre humain, mais enflé d’un or- 
gueil trés deplacé vous n’ecoutez ni la prudence 
ni la juftice. Je me trouve tracaffé, & eftropié de 
tout coté & de toute maniére. Je n’en puis plus, 
il y a bien des années que vous connoiffez mes 
principes ;—-mes marches ont été dicté jufqu’a pre- 
{gat par l'amour de la verité et de la liberté ; non 
pas d’une liberté effrenée et fans bornes comme la 
votre, mais d'une liberté bien entendue, bien rai- 
fonnée, et qui rend le monde un paradis terrefire ; 
—mais que faire? L’enthoufiafme vous aveugle, 
et vous ne voyez plus ni la juftice, nila prudence. 
Quand il étoit queftion du traité de commerce, j’ex- 
primai mes veeux dans une lettre addreffée 4 Mr. 
Pitt quece traité puiffe devenir la bafe d’une alliance 
entre les deux nations qui affureroit 4 Europe 
& au monde entier, la douce jouiffance d’une paix 
eternelle. Mais au lieu de la paix, c’eft la guerre 
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que je vois pret a s’eclater & enplouti les deux 
nations. Le Brun ;—vous allez vous charger d’une 
terrible refponfabilité ! Songez y bien, il eft en- 
core tems; vous pouvez tovft reparer, j’ai le 


coeur gros, & obfedé par des idées trifies & lugu- 
bres, la vie commence 4 me péfer furieufement. 


s° Adieu, 
G6, Ww. MILES.” 


This Jetter finifhes my correfpondence with Le 
Brun, and was fent by a one difpatched from 
Portman Square. 


TRANSLATION. 


*s AN event has lately happened which de, 
prives me of the pleafing hope of being ufeful fo 
the caufe of humanity. ‘I with to prevent the 
war, that dreadful fcourge to human nature; but 
an ill-fated vanity prevents your attending either 
to prudence or to juftice. I find myfelf thwarted 
dnd haraffed on all fides. J am tired. You 
have long known my principles, and my conduct 
has ever been dictated by the love of truth and 
liberty : not by fuch an extravagant and bound- 
lefs liberty as your’s, but by a liberty well under- 
fiood and well conducted, and which makes this 


world 
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world a terreftrial paradife. What is to be done : ? 
Enthufiafm blinds you, and you are equally in- 
fenfible to prudence dnd to juftice: * 


«< When 


* Affurances that I received at this timie from Paris, corj- 
Vinced me that the great object of the executive council was to 
throw this country into infurreétion, and that the eplofion was 
expected to happen firft in Ireland. The projected invafion of 
Holland, preceded by the opening of the Scheldt; as a prepara- 
tory ftep to the fall of Amfterdam, were meafures that would 
not have been attempted, but for the firm perfuafion that the 
people in England were on the eve of revolt, and a revolution 
would inevitably happen the very inftant, if not fooner, that war 
was declared. The entire conduct of the Convention, and of 
its executive council, the efforts of private individuals, all tend- 
ed to this folitary but important objeét.—An infurrection in 
England was fully believed would happen, and it was under this 
delufion that the decree promifing fraternity, and ordering the 
French generals to give affiftance to all nations difpofed to re- 
volt, was pafled.—The writings of Condorcet were addreffed 
to the Dutch, to the Englifh, and the Spaniards, in feparate 
pamphlets, and recommended them refpectively the example of 
France, the Prefident of the Natioral Convention (Gregoire I 
believe it was) im anfwer to an addrefs taken over from this 
country, affured the bearers of it, that “ The moment, without 
oubt, approaches in which the Frenth will bring congratulations 
ta the National Convention of Great Britaiz2’? This was on the 
twenty-eighth of November 1792, and the very date, as well as 
the language of this anfwer proves, that the French confidered 
a revolution in England as certain.- “The addrefs from this 
country deferves neither reproof nor notice. But the attention 
paid to it by thé French legiflature deferves both, and proves 
the duplicity of a government that was endeavouring to accom- 
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«© When the Commercial Treaty was in agita- 
tion, I expreffed my with ina letter to Mr. Pitt, 
that it might become the bafis of an alliance be- 

tween 


plith our deftruction by the fouleft means, at the inftant it was 
exprefling a defire to live in peace with us; their object was not 
hoftility at the moment, becaufe they counted wpon a civil. war 
which would anfwer their purpofe moft: completely, and fe~ 
cure them from the rifk and expence of an open rupture.— 
The inflammatory harangue of Monf. Gregoire was followed 
by till more inflammatory decrees, evidently levelled at this 
country (the decree of the’19th of November and 1th of De- 
cember) in order to ftimulate the difaffected to declare them- 
felves, and to tell them who their a//ies would be. On the roth 
of January following Monf. Briffot announced publicly that 
France muft declare war.—Mr. Paine had previoufly declared 
that fhe would not be fafe until fhe was furrounded by revo- 
‘ tutiens; and conformable to this principle, Monf. Briffot re- 
ported as follows to the National Convention; and when it was 
imagined in France that the people were fufficiently inflamed and 
vipe for revolt in England, Monf. Le Brun went to the Na~ 
tional Convention with the declaration of war, that was to give 
full effec to all that had been tranfa¢ting for months, and with~ 
out which it was thought the infurrection would not happen. 


“Jl importe que'la nation Anglaife, qui n’eft qu’égarée par 
fon gouvernement foit promptement défabufée. C’eft par re~ 
{pect pour La FRATEPNITE, QUI NOUS UNIT, que nous 
devons lui peindre avec franchife, les manceuvres de fon gou~ 
vernement.” 


“ Tt is neceflary that the Englifh nation, which is only mif+ 
led by its government, fhould be inflantly undeceived. The 
vefpeét which is due. to the FRATERNITY THAT UNITES US 

requires’ 
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tween the two nations, that had it in their power to 
enfure an eternal peace to Europe and the world. 
But infiead of peace, I fee a war on the point of 

being 


requires that we fhould frankly difclofe to it the manoeuvres of 
its government.” 
Priffot’s Report to the National Convention, Fan. 12,179 Le 


This note brings a feries of very important events into 2 
very {mall comipafs, and thefe events prove that the intentions 
of France were evidently hoftile, and a hoftility of the, very 
worlt kind; for it was meant to make us war on each other 
in the firftinftance, and in the fecond with her. 


Thefe manoeuvres fhew the neceflity of keeping the people 
in good humour with its government. The doctrines of res 
volt became articles of faith in Brabant and in Holland, becaufe 
the Dutch and Flemings were diffatishied with their refpective 
governments.—The people in this country are certainly fecure 
from any act of defpotifm in the crown; but they are not ftrfs 
ficiently fecure from the arbitrary exaétions, and fraudulent 
practices of commercial enterprife. A monopoly ef corn al+ 
moft excited an infurreétion throughout the country laft year ; 
an infamous combination between graziers and foreftallers may 
poflibly endanger the public tranquillity, by placing animal food 
beyond the reach of the artifan, as well as of the day labourer, 
and by rendering beef and mutton articles of luxury even to 
the middle ranks.—An advance of twopence-a pound in two 
years on butcher’s meat, is an alarming increafe, and would 
make Minifters tremble if they looked forward to the confe- 
quences. Men in high ofhcial fituations, who have a monopoly 
of lucrative places, fome of them finecures, and thofe that are 
not, moft liberally appointed, do not feel this preffure, and may 
perhaps attribute thefe remarks to difaffectioz, but it is to pre- 

vent 
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being declared which will fwallow up both nas 
tions. Le Brun! you will become re{pon- 


vent difaffection that they are made; and it is even more their 
intereft, than it is their duty to attend to them. 


Some of the newi{papers, ‘who are known to fell them- 
felves to any bidder, and for any putpofe, were abandoned 
énough laft harveft to fay it was very deficient, and to maintain 
that there was a f{carcity of corn inthe country. The contrary 
is known to be the fat, and it is a fat of that nature of which no 
minifter can plead ignorance, without acknowledging he either 
wants capacity or vigilance. An infamous combination is again 
in force to advance the price of bread; and it is not the poor and 
Pitiful expedient of renouncing penny tarts-and cheefecakes; 
that will fatisfy mens’. minds if government allows to the worft 
and moft inhuman ofall extortions the full career r which the tur- 
pitude of avarice would give it. 


The neceffaries of life are at a price that can with difficulty be 
paid by thofe who are in middling circumftances, and it is 
wifdom, as well as juftice, to keep this defcription of people ix 
good humour. Oppreffed by thefe combinations, which take from 
them the immediate neéceffaries of life, they find thefe oppreflions 
aggravated by the painful operation of taxes, the difafters of 
war, and the proud difplay of unfeeling, incorrigible profligacy, 
that infults the diftreffes of the country, while it is fed, cloathed, 
and fupported by its bounty! All thefe tend moft powerfully to 
anger men’s minds, even of thofe whofe loyalty is the pureft, 
and cannot be queftioned; arid it does more; a conduct fo indif- 
creet, not to fay atrocious, has made it a queftion even among 
the moft temperate mén in the kingdom, whether royalty, thus 
difhonoured, can be worthy of a throne; while the people, with 
one accord, execrate the infatuated object, felf-banifhed from thé 
metropolis, whofe guilt and depravity were alone neceffary to 
complete the full ¢neafure of national calamity. 
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fible for all its horrors! reflect upon it, I be- 
feech you ; it is yet time, you can yet repair all, 
My heart is full, and oppreffed by dark and 
melancholy ideas. Life begins to be burthen- 
fome. 


s© Adieu, 


« W. MILES,” 
Cleveland Row, Jan. 18, 1793. 


To M. Le Brun, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
at Paris, 


APPEN- 
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London, Feb..4, 1796. 

«1 HAVE received your different letters as far 
as No. 8, and while 1 acknowledge your perfonal 
kindnefs, lament that you fhould feel fo invete- 
yate-a-prejudice againft the Britith government, 
and attribute to the intrigues of the, Englih ca- 
binet the war in which you are engaged. It is 
incumbeat on me to undeceive you in another 
very important matter. | 


“*] have perceived, in the three laft letters that 
you have fent me, a conviction on your part that I 
have {poken to you on the fubject of peace at /e- 
cond hand, and that J] am mercly an inftrument of 
the Minifter to found the intentions of the French 
Convention. I confefs to you very candidly, that on 

-an occafion fo glorious as well as confolatory, I 
would have no objection to be the inftrument of 
men in office. Peace is an object fo eftimable in 
my opinion, that I would make every facrifice 
that a man of honour can make to obtain it. An 


* The confidential fituatien which this perfon has held dur- 
ing the whole of the terrible tempefts which have raged in his 
country fince the war, is one of my motives for not publifhing 
his name. The whole of his correfpondence with me does 


equal honour to his head and heart; and his conduét has been 
in wnifon with his profeffions. — 


agency 
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agency, therefore, of that defcription, I would nei- 
ther refufe nor deny. Itis, however, a juftice that 
is due to your country and to mine, as well as to 
thofe who are entrufted with the public admini- 
{tration of affairs in England, to declare that they 
are totally ignorant of this correfpondence, and 
that I do not even wifh they fhould be informed 
of my etforts—for I feek no reward for acting 
right. 


“ The fuggeftions that I have occafionally com- 
municated to you, are certainly my own, and con- 
{cious of the purity of my motives, I have ven- 
tured to tranfmit them, notwithftanding the cor- 
refpondence, and the matter on which we have 
correfponded, would probably give offence, if my 
letters were to be intercepted, and fhould fall un- 
der the infpection of your Minifters. 


“T am averfe to war, from a conviction that 
wars engender and multiply crimes. The fhed- 
ding of any blood is a matter that always gives 
me infinite pain, and never fails to plunge me 
into a variety of abftra@t metaphyfical fpeculations 
that damp the enjoyments of life, and make me 
wifh I had never been, rather than that I am.— 
Any animal in pain afflicts me, and the afflic- 
tion is confequently the greater in proportion as 
the conne¢tion with that animal is nearer to me. 
I never behold a flock of fheep, driven to flaugh- 
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in = a million of alia reflections occur to 
_my penfive, and too inquifitive mind. —-To. be- 
‘hold the haplefs victim under the gripe. of his af- 
 faffin, bound, bleeding, and expiring, unlamented 
in the prefence of an unfeeling crowd, plunges 
me into grief, and wrings my very foul. 


“ Such are the fentiments which I have profef- 
fed from my very infancy, and with fuch fenti- 
ments it is not extraordinary that I fhould have 
exprefied myfelf with fo much horror and indig- 
nation at the execrable murders which have been 
committed in France, and that I have declaimed 
' againit with all the vehemence that belongs to a 
mind naturally ardent, againft the herd of affaffins 
--that have ruined your country for half a century, 
and difhonoured it for ever! 


“I know that many of ihofe. who have fallen, | 
had rendered themfelves obnoxious as .well as 
‘ dangerous, and that the crimes which have marked 
 Franee for thefe four years, are eafier accounted 
for, than juftified: but vice in any form, under 
any pretext, and from any quarter, vexes me; and 
Iam apt to be warm when I feel that Iam right. 


I have touched upon two points, which it was 
incumbent on me to be explicit upon, left you 
fhould attribute’ my pacific difpofition to Mini- 

fters, 
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fters, with whofe difpofition I am, at prefent, en- 
tirely unacquainted, and without whofe privity E 
have written to you with fo:much folicitude in 
order to ftop, if poffible, the effufion of blood. 


* By the fecond you will perceive my motives 
for the intemperance with which { have {poken 
of Le Brun and others, whofe irregular ambition 
or vengeance have deluged ‘an immenfe tract of 
country with blood.—Do not! fuppofe, however; 
that I am partial ‘to the vices of other nations} 
and fevere only to thofe of France. The book I 
gave you, entitled “Reflections on public Men and 
public Meafures,” * fhould convince you how very 
independent [am in my mind, and that writing 
from conviction, I refpeét nothing but the truth, 


“Your letters of late have not contributed to 
exalt my {pirits, or enabled me-to look forward 
with either hope or confidence to a {peedy iffue 
to this fierce, relentlefs war, which you fay muft 
be a war of death. The hope of peace then is ba- 
nifhed, every fuch hope would now be vifionary ! 
All correfpondence:. therefore, on a fubjeat which 
T have had fo'much at heart, is at-an end.--I fhall 


¥ Written at Afchaffenburg, while ona vifit to the Elector 
of Mayence, in Ofober 1789, and publifhed! by John Stock- 
dale, Piccadilly ; in which an alliance with France was ftrongly 
réecommended‘at that sai and the independence of the Low 
Countries. 
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of courfe clofe it. The humble rank which | 
hold in my country, will not allow my voice to 
be heard, and the abfolute impoffibility of being 
ever able to accomplifh my object, is a difcourag- 
ing reflection that reduces me to filence, and al- 
moft to defpair. 


All that I requeft of you is,* that if you fhould 
furvive the tempeft, you will do juftice to my 
fentiments, and bear teftimony to my unremitting, 
but unfuccefsful efforts, to prevent the war that 
has unhappily enfued between our refpective 
countries. 


“¢ Adieu, 
7 <¢'W. MILES.” 


* In one of the laft letters which I received from this invalu- 
able correfpondent, was the following extract, aud fub{fequent 
events have abundantly proved that he reafoned like an able 
ftatefman, who had clear and diftin& ideas of things, and who 
was well acquainted with the force and refources of his country ; 
“ Non Monfieur, on ne calcule pas affex (the coalefced powers) 
ce que peuvent des millions Phommes armés, dont le courage ef 
echauffé par un enthoufiafme qui double la force et centuple les bras; 
on peut vaincre la France, mai; on ne peut la fubjuguer.”” * No, 
Sir! The coalefced powers have not fufficiently refle&ed on 
what millions of armed men can accomplifh, whofe courage, 
fired by enthufiafm, doubles the force and multiplies each arm 
a hundred fold. They may conquer France, but wet cannot 
fubjugate her.” 

APPEN- 


{ 25 ) 


APPENDIX, No. XIf. 


Cleveland-row, Feb. 11, 1793. 
s¢ Sir, 


“* AS the dye is caft, and the French, no longer 
able to impofe on the good fenfe of the nation, 
have declared that hoftility againft our country 
which they have long premeditated, but which 
they meant fhould be a contingent event, and to 
follow thofe internal commotions which they ex- 
pected to excite in different parts of the kingdom ; 
I have taken the liberty of fuggelting to you the 
propriety of a fubfcription for the purpofe of afford- 
ing a relief to the widows and orphans of feamen 
and foldiers who may fall in the defence of their 
country. Such a meafure may operate as a ftimu- 
lus to the former, and render the dangerous expe- 
dient of prefs-warrants. unneceflary. It may alfo 
counteract the arts of the enemy, who will practife 
every poflible method to feduce our feamen into 
their fervice. Should this idea be adopted, I have 
no doubt, from the loyalty of the times, but it will 
produce a fund adequate to a very comfortable 
provifion for thofe who may become objects of the 
intended charity. 


“¢ Should 
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* Should you coincide with me in opinion, 
I fhall beg leave to fub{cribe twenty guineas,” 


‘s¢ T have the honour to be, &c. 
ee Py Cts eo Ree co oW. Mites.” 
To William Devaynes, Efq. ce. Se. 
Dover-ftreet, | 
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APPENDIX, XIV. 
Fragment dun Lettre a Mr. Mixes, fur-da, con- 
duit du Clergé. 


Paris, le 20 d Aout, 1791. 








‘«¢ BIEN des gens prétendent que Je 
vrai motif de la réfiftance du clergé, fur tout du 
haut clergé, 4 léftabliffement du nouveau éode 
ecclefiaftique a été la confervation de {es privileges, 
des fes richeffes et de fon influence politique, mais 
pour peu qu on ait-de charité chrétienne on n’ad- 
mettra pas une imputation: fi injurieufe 4 un corps 
aufli vertueux et auffi eclairé que le clergé de 
France! Eft il jufte en effet de lui attribuer des 
motifs qu'il n’a jamais avoucés, tandifque fes véri- 

tables raifons font fi bien développees non teule- 
ment dans les difcours éloquents ‘de TAbbé 
Maury, mais encore dans les mandements de plu- 
fieurs eveques fur tout dans celui du pieux évéque 
du Boulogne qui a été répandu dans toutes les 
provinces avec le zéle et la profufion que méritoit — 
une caufe fi fainte ? Comme vous n’étes peut-étre . 
pas a porter de vous procurer {es differents ouvrages, 

_ji tacherai_ ‘de vous donner une idée fucciné et de 
leurs arguments’ vitorieux contre le nouvel ordre 


qu'on 
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gu’on vouloit introduire. Par cet ordre les ha- 
bifants des paroiffes devoient choifir leur curés ; 
comme fi c’étoit aux brebis 4 choifir le berger qui 
doit Ies conduire, les nourrer, Ies tondre et les 
engfaiffer pour la table de fon mfitre; comme ft 
des fimples fideles étorent capables de juger des 
meeurs, de Ja vertu et des talents de leur pafture ; 
et comme fi les evéques feuls n'étoient pas com- 
petents pour juger fi Ja dodtrine d’un homme étoit 
orthodoxe ou non. Voila le premier point auquel 
ils ont un raifon de s’oppofer. 


« od. Le Confeil de l’Evéque devoit étre com- 
pofé de prétres 4 l’avis defquels il devoit fe con- 
former dans l’adminiftration de fon diocefe. C’étoit 
évidemment mettre l’Evéque audeffous des prétres, — 
contre la décifion du concile du Trente, qui a dé- 
claré comme article de foi que les evéques font 
audeffus des prétres, et a prononcé anathema con- 
tre Calvin et fes fectateurs qui foutenoient le con- 
traire. Vous voyez bien qu’en confcience on ne 
pouvoit pas fe foumettre 4 un réglement auffi 
contraire 4 la foi qui celui la. 


Un troifieme arrangement au quel ils pouvoient 
encore moins fe foumettre qu’aux deux précé- 
dents; c’eft, que les prétendus philofophes com~ 
pofant l’Affemblée Nationale fous pretexte de met- 
tre plus d’uniformité et de fimplicité dans le gou- 
vernement et de faire marcher enfemble et d’accord 

3 Vadmt- 
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Vadminiftration civile et ecclefiaftique avoient pris 
fur eux, fans le confentement du Pape, de réduire 
le nombre des evéchés et de donner aux nouveaux 
diocefes les mémes limites qu’aux departements. 
Tout bon chatelain foumis a [ Egife conviendra 
que c’étoit la un attentat criminel contre l’autorité 
{pirituclle, qui doit étre 4 légard de l'autorité tem- 
porelle ce que l’'ame eft au corps; ceft a dire, que 
comme le corps doit toujours étre foumis a l’efprit 
dont il doit recevoir la loi, de méme Il’autorité tem- 
porelle doit étre gouvernée par le pouvoir fpirituel 
vener du ciel exprés pour cela. Pour s’oppofer 
comme ils le devoient a cette innovation, nos ver- 
tueux prélats ont dit aux peuple, que l’Evéque ou 
Je curé qui forieroit des bornes fixées par le pape 
4 leurs diocefes ou de Jeurs paroiffes pour exercer 
leurs fonctions ailleurs, étoient des intrus, des ufur- 
pateurs, des /chifmatique, que les mariages qu’ils 
béniroient feroient des. concubinages, que leurs 
facrements feroient des facrileges, que les baptémes 
quwils admjnifireront feroient des paGes avec le 
diable, que leur extreme on¢tion fervoit un pafle- 
port pour aller en enfer ; que ceux qui entendroient 
leurs meffles feroient damnés, que ceux.qui iroient 
Jeur confeffer leurs péchés ferpient un, plus grand 
peché que tous ceux, dont ils pquygient d’ailleurs 
étre coupables ; en un mot que tous ceux qui com- 
muniqueroient avec eux étoient excommuniés, 
chaflés de Veglife et perdus dans ce monde et 
dans l'autre, Des arguments de cette force ne pou- 

R voient 
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voient manquer de produire de bons effets et dans 
la Vendée et ailleurs; malheureufement pour la 
caufe du throne et de l’autel il s’eft trouvé quelques 
membres, fur tout du das clergé :qui fe font crus 
en droit d’avoir une opinion 4 eux en matiére de 
réligion et qui n’ont pas réglé: leurs confciences 
d’apres celles des evéques, leurs guides légitimes. 
Sans la défection de ces malheureux apoftats, 
linfurrection eut €té générale, et l’eglife fe feroit 
maintehue dang toute fa {plendeur ! Bf | 


TRANSLATION. 


A Fragment of a Letter to Mr. Miuzs, on the Gon. 
duct of the French Clergy. 


Paris, Auguft 20, 1792- 

‘© MANY people pretend that the’ rea/ 
‘motive of the refiftance of the clergy, and parti- 
cularly of the dignified clergy, to the eftablifhment 
of a new ecclefiaftical code, was the prefervation 
of their privileges, of their riches, and of their po- 
litical influence ; but thofe who poffefs Chriftian 
charity will not admit of an imputation fo injuri- — 
ous to a body of men fo refpeétable and enlightened 
as the French clergy. Is it in fact juft to attribute 
to them motives that they have never acknow- 
ledged, while their true reafons have been fo 

: | - clearly 
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clearly explained, not only in the eloquent dif- 
courfes of the Abbé Maury, but alfo in the man- 
dates of many Bifhops, and particularly in one of 
the pious Bithop of Boulogne, which was citcu- 
lated throughout all the provinces with that’ zeal 
and profufion fo holy a caufe deferved. As you, 
perhaps, may not have it in your power to procure 
the above mentioned works, I will endeavour to 
give you a concife idea of the unanfwerable argu- 
ments they contain againft the new order that they 
wifhed to introduce. By this order the parifhioners 
were to chufe their curate, as if the fheep were to 
chufe the fhepherd, whofe duty it is to guide, feed, 
tender, and fatten them for the table of his mafter. 
As if the pious brethren were capable of judging of 
the morals, the virtue, and the talents of their 
paftor, and asif the Bifhops alone were not com- 
petent to judge if the doctrine was orthodox or 
not ; this is the firft point they had a right to op- 
pote themfelves to. 


“© od. The council of the Bifhop ought to be 
compofed of priefts, to whofe opinions he ought to 
conform in the adminiftration of his diocefe ; this 
was evidently placing the Bifhop delow the Priefts 
againft the decifion of the Council of Trent, which 
declares as an article of faith, that the Bifhops are 
higher than the Priefts, and which has pronounced 
an anathema againtft Calvin and his fect, for fupport- 
ing a contrary opinion. You will allow that they 
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could not in confeience fubmit to a rule fo con- 
trary to the ¢rue faith. 


“ A third arrangement to which they could fill 
lefs conform than to the two preceding, is that the 
pretended philofophers who compofe the National 
Affembly, under pretence of putting more uni- 
formity and fimplicity in the government, and in 
order to unite the civil and ecclefiaftical admini- 
firation have taken it upon themfelves without 
the confent of the Pope, to reduce the number of 
bifhoprics, and to afcertain the limits to the diffe- 
rent diocefes, as they have done to the departments. 
All good Chriftians, obedient to the church 
will acknowledge, that this was a criminal attack 
againft fpiritual authorjty, which compared to tem- 
poral authority, ought to be confidered in the fame 
light as the foul is to the body, that is to fay, that. 
as the body muft always fubmit to the mind from 
which it receives the law, fo ought the temporal _ 
authority to be governed by the {piritual power — 
which is exprefily received from heaven for that 
purpofe. ‘To oppofe themfelves as they ought 
againft this innovation our virtuous prelates de- 
clared to the people, that the Bifhop or the Curate 
who would go out of thofe bounds fixed to their 
diocefe or their parifh by the Pope, to exercife 
their functions elfewhere, were intruders, ufurpers, 
{chifmatics, that the marriages they performed 
would only be fornications, that their facraments 

would 
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would be facrileges, that the baptifms they admi- 
niftered would only be a compa¢t with the devil, 
that their extreme unction would be a paffport to 
hell, that thofe who heard their mafs would be 
damned, that thofe who confeffed their fins to 
them would commit a greater fin than any they 
could poffibly be guilty of. In a word, that thofe 
who had any communication with them would 
be excommunicated, driven from the church, and 
loft in this world and in the next. Such argu- 
ments as thefe could not fail of being attended 
with fuccefs in La Vendée and elfewhere. Un- 
fortunately for the caufe of the throne and the al- 
tar, fome members, and particularly of the fw 
elergy, have created for themfelves the right of 
having an opinion of their own in matters of reli« 
gion, without regulating their confciences by thofe 
of their Bifhops, who are their lawful dire@ors. 
Had it not been for the d/affeion of thefe un- 
fortunate apoftates, the infurrection would have 
been general, and the church would have pre- 
ferved all its {plendor.” 


APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, No. XV. 


-I CANNOT, without better evidence of the 
fact, believe that Mr. Pitt is an enemy to the con- 
ftiration ; the two bills brought into Parliament, 
which have given fuch general offence, and on 
which his adverfaries have been enabled to take 
firong ground, are certainly an infraétion of the~ 
conftitution, which the motive and the occafion 
could alone juttify. If the offenfive meafure had 
been to anfwer any other purpofe than that of the 
mioment, merely as an expedient in the hour of 
very imminent danger as it was imagined, in 
order to avert a great and fefious calamity, the 
Minifter who propofed it would have deferved to 
have been condutted from the Houfe of Commons 
to Tower-hill, and left fhorter by the head for his 
ptefumption. This is the only plea upon which 
the law in queftion can be defended; [ am per- 
fuaded that it is the only plea Mr. Pitt would urge 
in his defence, were he put upon his trial; and £ 
am fatisfied, that a€ting as he did, under the im- 
preffion of the moment, that the well-informed and 
moft temperate of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety would abfolve him from any criminal defign 
apainft the conftitution, however much they may 
arraign his difcretion, or queftion the neceffity for 
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fo harfh a meafure. No one could have reprobated — 
it more feverely than I have done. Everyman in 
this country has a right to exclaim, zolumus leges 
Anglia mutari ! it is the-motto of the great family 
- of England, and every Englifhman is bound:-by 
duty, by intereft, and. by honour, to beariit'on 
his banner, and wear it in his heart: I feel affured 
that it was in con‘ormity with this principle, that 
Mr. Pitt acted when he propofed the: unpopular 
bill. I feel affured that his intention was to pre- 
ferve, not to deftroy, the conftitution by that mea- 
fure ; and that the blackeft guilt, for the fouleft 
purpofe, could alone have attributed it to any other 
defign. Men are accuftomed to view all ,objects 
- ana very different light from each other, and iif it 
is meant to’ take the dimenfions, or have anaccu- 
rate idea of the figure of any object, it is not the 
fide that prefents irfelf firft tothe fight, that is alone 
to decide our judgment. Mr. Pitt, as a Minitter, 
ftands in a very different predicament to all other 
men ; he is invefted with a truft of a very high and 
folemn nature; it is no lefs than the comfort,: fecu- 
rity, and complicated interefts of an entire people, 
and thefe interefts perpetually clafhing:difcordant 
and dangerous notes. A new fet of opinions are 
afloat in the world, and thefe opinions, fome of 
them very juft, others of them wild and imprattica- 
ble, and ‘fome altogether as atrocious are at warfare 
with old opinions, and long-eitablifhed !prejudices. 
If the dark ages of ignorance are fit feafons for im- 
| poftors, 
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poftors, times of public tumult are no lefs fo, and 
without recurring to French hiftory, we may find 
within the fea-girt fhore of Britain, men of that 
defcription, who without fortune or honeft induftry, 
hope to find a lucrative harveft in civil broil, and 
will labour for that purpofe whenever the occafion 
offers. The London Correfponding Society have 
too great a refpect for truth not to acknowledge 
that fuch men have infinuated themfelves into their 
company, and that they have purpofes in view 
very different from what the Seciety avows: Thefe 
men have held tenets in debating focieties and at 
public meetings incompatible with the exiftence not 
only of this government,’but of all government, 
‘and ‘which tenets would be more mifchievous inthe ~ 
-event to thofe who liftened to them, than’to thofe 
againtt whom they were principallytevelled ; itwas 
under thefe circumftances it was under the appre- 
henfion of being involved in civil as well as foreign 
conteit, that Mr. Pitt, preffed by the magnitude and 
proximity of the danger which he dreaded, came 
forward and encroached upon one part of the conftr- 
tution, in order to preferve the whole. Such is the 
impreffion under which the Minifter appears to me to 
have acted, and fuch the light in which his condué& 
will appear to thofe who difpaffionately combine all 
the extraordinary circumftances of the cafe, and 
confidering them in this view together, they may, 
perhaps, think that the meafure he adopted: was 
the beft he could have chofen. I very much 
¢ doubt, 
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doubt, and it is a queftion worthy of his prudence, 
to confider whether it is at all umes good policy to 
combat extremes by extremes. It is alfo a queftion 
worthy of his wifdom, and no lefs fo of his patriotifm, 
to inquire, how far it will conduce to the preferva- 
tion of the conftitution, to refift the equitable and 
well-founded claims of the people, to that judicious 
and temperate reform which he promifed to pro- 
cure, and which he is bound in honour to obtain ? 
It is perhaps the moft effectual way to fupprefs thofe 
clubs and meetings which have fpread fuch general 
alarm throughout the country ; it will at all events 
take away from bad. men, all pretext for cla~ 
mour; and while it fortifies the good, infufes a 
century of new life into the conftitution. When 
thefe meetings were deprived of their legality, and 
when Minifters and both Houfes of Parliament 
pronounced them to be dangerous to the ftate, it 
was incumbent on Minifters and on Parliament, to 
have inquired how far the abufes of which thofe 
meetings complained were founded in truth; how 
far they were oppreffive in their operation, and 
finally, whether the people had a right to com- 
plain? If, on inquiry, it appeared that thefe abufes 
had an exiftence;---that their operation was pain- 
ful, and that the people were entitled to redrefs, 
the wifer meafure would have been to have remo- 
ved the grievances, It was a line of conduct which 
was no. lef{s due to difcretion than tojuftice. 
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Force may, forthe moment, ftifle complaint, 
but never can fubdue it; on the contrary itacquires 
ftrength from time, and vigour from age; and, 
finally, fpeaks with moft miraculous organ, for it 
reverfes the condition of fubje&t and of fovereign; 
and teaches government the virtue of fabmiffion.— 
To what extent that reform, and the retrenchments 
expected are to be carried, are not for me to difcufs ; 
alll contend foris, that the reform had bettertake place 
within doors than without. I do not mean a rapid 
reform, a tearing up by root and branch, rofes and 
weeds promifcuoufly, and without referve; but 
that fober gradual reform which gives’ force, vi- 
gour, and health, as well as hfe; and I am the 
more anxious that this neceffary reform, which mutt 
fooner or later take place, fhould be accomplifhed 
by Parliament, from the convittion I feel, that 
matter of fuch high import can only be agitated 
with fafety and effect in a deliberative affembly, 
legally convened, = 


I have ever been a friend to parliamentary reform, 
and what might perhaps have been prejudice in the 
firft initatice; is now conviction, refulting from 
obfervation, and a better Knowledge of the mode 
in which public bufinef-in this* country is con- 
ducted ; but though I anya friend to the meafure 
of reform, it is my wifh ‘that it fhould be temperate 
and gradual; that it fhould be accomplifhed within 
“be doors of Parliament, and not out of them. 
a Main 
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Main firength can at any period take the heavielt 
gate off the hinges, but it requires addrefs to put 
it on again; a. promifcuous multitude can at all 
times difplay the former, but the latter belongs 
exclufively toa deliberative affembly, which com- 
bining force with ingenuity, can alone avert the 
evils of infurrection and anarchy. 


Confidering as J do, the meafure of parliamen- 
tary reform.as one of the means by which a revo- 
lution can alone be prevented, it cannot be preffed 
too ftrongly on the mind of every man in the 
Houfe of Commons who has a flake in the country, 
and who has any well-founded pretenfions to inde- 
“pendence and rectitude. If the reprefentatives of 
the people, inattentive to the temper of the times, 
and infenfible at once to their duty, to their inte- 
refts, and to the fpirit and letter of the conftitution, 
fhould fpurn this wholefome folitary alternative, 
and the Minifer, an accomplice in their guilt and 
folly, fhould perfift in the fatal error which pride, 
avarice, and vanity would confecrate to eternity, it 
will be found that the power will be ultimately 
wrefted from Parliament by a fet of men entirely un- 
known tous, and whofe anger in punifhing the fata! 
obftinacy that refifted the {aber conncils of right and 
expediency, will extend beyond the facrifice of 
thofe whom they may ftig:atife as delinquents. 
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Tt is to prevent a calamity of this magnitude, 
that I with the Houfe of Commons to undertake its 
own reform. The fyftem of corruption muft ceafe | 
if it is meant to avoid an explofion. The venality 
of Parliament is no longer fuppoted, or cautioufly 
infinuated ; it is notorious ; it is become the table- 
talk alike of the drawing-room and night-cellar ; 
the reprefentatives of the people have the folly and 
indecency to avow it, and the nation at large repro- 
bates it in language that proves the Honfe of 
Commons is very much lowered in the public opi- 
nion, and very far from being adored as it formerly 
was, and ought ever to be, as one of the palla~ 
diums of Britifh liberty. 


APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, No. XVI; 


To the Marquis of Bucxincuam, &c. &c. & 


14th Dec. 1792, 
‘© My Lorp, 


‘© 1 HAVE borrowed the inclofed pamphlets on 
purpofe that your Lordfhip may perufe them, after 
which I fhall intreat the favour of their being re- 
turned. The propofal which I made to the Duke 
of Leeds, in January, 1790, and which I alluded 
to in the letter I had the honour to addrefs to your 
Lordfhip, was, that the union of Liege with the 
Auftrian Netherlands, and the independence of both 
fhould be facilitated, acknowledged and guaranteed 
by this country, Holland, and Pruffia. The advan- 
tages refulting from this meafure would haye been 
commercial as well as political—soutes les entraves 
que la téte mal organifée de Fofeph 11. avait fait mettre 
fur le commerce eurent été levées, and Holland would 
havehad a broad and impenetrable barrier onthe fide 
of France, while happy to have been emancipated 
from the odious perfidy and tyranny of the houfe of 
Auftria, the Flemings would have ratified the dif- 
< 3 ferent 
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ferent treaties which condemn the Scheldt to roll 
‘its lumbering waters difgracefully to the fea, and 
the French would have had no pretence for inva- 
ding Brabant. The refult of my conference with 
his Grace convinced me more than ever, that the 
ideas of magnitude and futurity, as well as of right 
and expediency, are neceflary furniture for every. 
man’s mind, to whom the interefts of a nation are 
in any degree confided : what I propofed in 1790, 
and for which the people whofe caufe I pleaded 
would have been ‘obliged to the Britifh Miniftry, is 
. how accomplifhed, not only without their confent, 
but abfolutely againft it ; and with this advantage in 
favour of the former, that what they have acquired 
‘cannot be taken from them; forwhatever may be the 
event of the war, I will venture to predi& that the 
‘power of the houfe of Auftria in the Netherlands 
4s éxtinguifhed for ever; and for this plain and 
~unanifwerable-reafon; that the people will no longer 
fubmit to its vexations, or be deceived by its pro- 
feffions! . 


* The Duke of Leeds faid it was going great 
Jengths, but it was eafy to forefee at the time, 
without the gift of prefcience, that the fpirit of © 
freedom which had burft forth. with fuch violence 
in France, would force the French into much greater 
lengths; and that as a méafure of prudence, inde- 
pendent of all other confiderations, it was néceflary 

to 
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to be before-hand, and anticipate what it migh 
not be in our power afterwards to prevent, , 


‘* T have the honour to be, &c. 


« W, MILES,” 





The following faéts will fhew what the Emperor 
loft, when his folly or madnefs drove his fubjects 
in the Netherlands to renounce his jurifdiction. 


Maria Therefa received in {fubfidies, 
or rather aids from the Low Coun- 
tries, during the war that ended 
in 1763, the fum of feventy-five 
millions of German florins, which 
at 11 florins to the pound fterling, 
amounts toupwards of _—fterling £6,818,181 


The fums annually tranfmitted to Vi- 
enna from the Low Countries, after 
all the expences of their govern- 
ment were difcharged (which feldom 
exceeded two millions) amounted — 
to fix millions of Brabant florins, ~« 
the produce of the royal domains 
included be - 461,000 


( #44 ) 

If fovereigns would well refle&t’on what they 
hazard, by forcing the people into revolt, it is fair 
to conclude that they would be more circumfpect 
at leaft, if not more juft. 


The avaricious policy of Jofeph II. by erafing 
the works of all the fortified towns in the Low 
Countries, expofed them to invafion and depreda- 
tion, and his greater folly. in vexing the clergy, the 
nobles, and the people, all at the fame time, in- 
difpofed all ranks againft him, and finally loft him 
‘the Netherlands; yet fuch was the infatuation of 
the man, that he imagined he could recover them 
by force, although the tranfport alone of each car- 
non that he fent from Vienna to fubdue them, coft 
ten thoufand Brabant florins, upwards of feven hun- 
dred pounds fterling;: and when the moft ordinary 
defenfive wats in the Low Countries with the peo- 
ple in allegiance, coft the Conrt of Vienna annu- 
ally one million one hundred and eighty-one thou- 

fand pounds fterling. 


APPEN- 


{ 345 ) ood te, : 


APPENDIX, No. XVII 


““ THE marked averfion which has been 
fhewn towards all thofe who were concerned in 
the firft revolution, or that were well difpofed 
towards it, joined to the very harfh. treatment 
that fome of them have received, gave an ugly 
feature to the war, and deprived this country of 
a refource which it was folly to have overlooked 
and criminal to have neglected. Thefe men 
were branded by over-loyal men as rebels, and 
the whole of the terrible calamities which have 
fince enfued, attributed to their revolt in the firft 
inftance. This is the invention of fuperftition 
and tyranny to prop their falling caufe, and the 
flander mufi be refuted. There are three grand 
and glorious epochs in Britifh ftory, to which 
the free-born mind always reforts in triumph. 
The conceffion of John to the Barons—Our 
emancipation from the vile fetters of ‘Popery ; 
and the revolution in 1688, to which the prefent 
family on the throne owe their elevation. Let 
us fuppofe that our gallant anceftors on all 
thofe occafions had been as -unfuccefsful, or 
that they had as ill-managed each important en- 
terprife, as thofe, who with equal provocation 
and equal purity of intention, embarked in a 

fi firnilar 
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fimilar attempt in France and failed. Would 
the merit of the enterprife have been the lefs; 
would not the cauie.of fair and rational liberty 
have remained as pure and as facred as ever? 
Would they, nay could they in juftice, have been 
confidered as the authors of all the horrible 
exceffes into which other men, influenced by 
other motives, and who had ufurped their places, 
had fatally plunged their country? All thefe 
epochs were marked by a fobriety and firmnefS 
that gave additional luftre to their caufe; and 
is there an Englifhman, fo vile a flave, fo loft to 
every fenfe of virtue, and of fhame, as to dare 
publicly to avow that the caufe of our intrepid 
ancefiors would have been lefs juft if they had 
been lefs fortunate ? I am fure that there is not ; 
I am fure that their honeft natures would feel 
indignant at the queftion, and refent it as an 
affront to the proud manes of their anceftors. 
Thefe refleCtions are meant to awaken thofe to 
a more liberal conduct, in whom every de- 
parture from right, is charged with a treble 
portion of infamy. 


“* Tt appears that all the courts of Europe have 
confpired againft the haplefs victims of the firft 
revolutions in France, and as far as fuch a con- 
duct will admit the inference, againft the general 
happinefs and freedom of mankind. The roy- 
alifts of 1789 are held in as little eftimation 
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at the Britifh court; as at the court of Vienna,* 
whofe maxims and refentments in matters of. 
this nature, the former will do well to avoid; 
this is not the language of difaffection, but of 
truth, and above all, of that loyalty, which in 
the hour of danger (pray heaven avert the cala- 
mity) may be depended upon. I love my 
fovereign, and it is from the love I bear him 
that I with to tee his reign happy and glorious, 
and his life prolonged, till life itfclf thall ceafe to 
be defirable: 


Ps 


« The condu& of minifters towards thofe 
gentlemen who efpoufed the caufe of the French 
‘revolution in the firft inftance, independent of 
its injuftice, has becn extremely impolitic. The 
party to which they were attached, included all 
thofe, who combining a love of liberty, with a 
love of order, were willing to marfhal them- 
felves under the fiandard of royalty. Their at- 
tachment was to well-defined, limited monarchy, 

the 

* How ftrangely ordered are the affaits of this world! 
Thefe gallant men are every where profcribed for having fup- 
ported their clear and unalienable claim to what they derive 
from God, not man, while the Princefs of Orange, ‘the 
legitimate fitter of the King of Pruflia, who encouraged 
revolt in the fubjects of a fovetreign, her neighbour, with 
whom fhe was in friendthip, and who was certainly com- 
petent to preferve the accuftomed relations of peace and 

Ye | amity, 
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the only monarchy that reafon legitimates, for 
monarchy without refponfibility is tyranny: The 


caufe of M. de Ja Fayette and his party, was in 


fa&t, the caufe of every fovereign in Europe. 
That party was extremely numerous, and its re- 
fources were great ; it was the only party with 
which wifdom would have united itfelf, if it 


amity, has no ftigma attached to her condu& by thofe who 
reprobate and perfecute La Fayette and the wretched com-~ 


panions of his melancholy fortunes! Vandernoot and Van 


Eupen were in Brabant what La Fayette and his friends were 
in France; yet what is their fad ftory, and how different is 
their fate! I will not inquire of fallen greatnefs if any remorfe 
is felt on finding that perfidy which had been exercifed towards 
others, brought finally home to itfelf; but I will afk the Prin- 
cefs of Orange, with what confiftency fhe can reproach the 
French Convention with having excited a fpirit of revolt 


in the Seven Provinces, charged as fhe is with a fimilar guilt,_ 


aggravated by treachery? At the time that fhe caballed with the 
infurgents in Brabant, and allowed themto affemble at Breda, 
fhe had a minifter not only on the fpot where fhe was in con- 
federacy with rebellion; but at the court of the Sovereign whom 
fhe was endeavouring to defpoil of his dominions! If the 
conduct of M. de la Fayette, in endeavouring to fecure by pofi- 
tive written laws, as in thofe happy kingdoms, liberty to his 
country is criminal, what ftigma can we find expreflive of the 
double infamy of the Princefs of Orange ?, What language fhall 
we refort to for adequate terms of reproach to this deep in- 
triguing dame, who, in a partnerfhip worthy of her abandoned 
brother, has expofed the perfidy of courts in fuch ftrong blazon, 
that idolatry itfelf, recovered from delufion, ftands aghaft, 
afhamed of its folly ! 


had 
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had meant to-convert the internal diftraGions of: 
France into the means of fpeedily terminating 
the war, as policy certainly diated ; but their aid 
was fpurned through the poifonous influence of 
their haughty and incorrigible countrymen,’ 
awake only to their revenge, and whofe malig- 
nity was augmented by the wild councils of their 
impofture of a Meffiah, whom they fondly be- 
lieved, was working their redemption, while he 
was only working diffenfions in the kingdom, 
and penfions for himfelf. All the moderate party, 
forming a vaft mafs, in France, and out of it; this 
formidable body of men, difpofed to admit 
of monarchy on the fame terms as we have 
done, found themfelves every where fhunned, 
reprobated, and reduced to the alternative of 
becoming republicans or flaves, and chofe, as 
we would have done, I truft, under fimuar 
circumftances, the former in preference to the 
latter. But this was not the only evil refult 
ing from the marked contempt and _profcrip- 
tions with which this party was treated. The 
conduct of minifters gave a pretext to the flan- 
der of their enemies, and juftified, in fome de- 
gree, the report, that the object of the war was 
to reftore the ancient fyftem, in all its ple- 
nitude of guilt. The Duc d Harcourt, the 
Bifhop of St. Pol de Leon, and the whole 
of the French committee, with whofe views 
and manceuvres Iam not totally unacquainted, 

held 
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held no other language. They difdained all. 
compromife, and played the defperate game of 
tout ou rien—ail or nothing—not with their pro- 

perty but with our’s. The countenance given 

to this defcription of Frenchmen, who were not 

lefs indifcreet in their converfation than extrava- 

gant in their pretenfions, expofed Minifiers to an. 
odium which ! hope they de not deferve. The im- 

practicability; not to fay the impoffibjlity of re~ 

ftoring the ancient defpotifin in France, at any 

period fince the 14th of July 1789, has been as ob- 

vious as the iniquity of the meafure itfelf, and 

this alone fhould refcue Minifters from the in- 

famy which falfehood would attach to their coun- 

cils and conduct. Ina word, though they cannot 

in juftice be charged with crimes, they have been 

grofsly mifled and deceived, and to an extent, that 

may preclude the poflibility of repairing the errors 

they have committed, unlefs their future councils 

are marked by more juftice and difcretion.” 
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TRANSLATION 


Of M. Le Bruy’s Letter to the Count 


De TrRavuTrMANSDORFF. 


«< My Lorn, 
** THERE was a happy time when your im- 


mediate influence on the government gencral of 
the Low Countries left you every means of hav- 
ing an injuftice towards us repaired, | 


“ It is not yet a year, it is not even eight 
months fince your Excellencey could have affu- 
red us without obftacle, and obtained for us with- 
out delay, the reftitution of all we have loft, for 


having too warmly efpoufed the caufe of the late - ‘ 


Emperor. If you had done it, my Lord, the fer 
_ vice would not have been loft to your Excellency, 
we fhould have at this day the pleafing fatisfac- 
tion of proving to you that we are not ungrate- 
ful. 3 


<¢ ‘We do not mean at prefent to perfuade your 
Excellency that it would have been the intereft of 
the Houie of Aufiria to have fatisfied us com- 
pletely 
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pletely on this head. if neceffary, we could give 
our motives for it, and prove, that if we had been 
indemnified for our paft loffes and future ritks, 
we fhould then have been able to employ proper 
means to determine the fermentation in favour of 
the fovercign, ia f{pite of the intrigues of, both. 
pariies. No, this is not the time for difcufling 
that queftion, but the time is come to inform you, 
my Lord, that it is always the intereft of govern- 
ment, particularly when it is bound to account 
for its actions to a fupreme head, not to, difdain 
the well-founded reprefentations of men of letters, 
chiefly of thofe who are. in poffeffion of the pub- 
lic opinion.. The government of the Low Coun- 
tries has, as your Excellency knows better than 
any other perfon; violated this political maxim 
with regard to us. If we were vindictive, the 
opportunity now offers of being revenged, and 
we mizht avail ourfelves of it: but the ga/l of 
revenge fhall never difturb the ferenity of our 
minds; this paffion is beneath us; it is much 
more pleafing to be ufeful, and we have always 
endeavoured to be fo; and fuch is our determina- 
tion ina very delicate affair which concerns your 
Excellency, and which ferioufly involves other diftin- 
guifhed perfons : but as it is full time that we fhould 
ferioufly think of repairing the breach made in our 
fortune, there miuft be an accommodation between the 
per/ons concerned and us, in order that we may co- 

operate 
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operate in refcuing them from certain difgrace.-— 
—Particularly now for having fpoken in fa- 
vour of Leopold; for having ftrove to preferve 
partifans for him, we find ourfelves again the vic- 
tims of our attachment to the Houfe of Auftria, 
and that as our reward our journal is again 
prohibited, forbidden, and ftopped in all, the 
provinces, which, within thefe two or three 
months, has otcafioned us a lofs of from 4 to 
500 louis. 


“ The bufinefs which concerns you, my Lord, 
relative to us is this. A perfon, whofe name you. 
will perhaps guefs, but whom we cannot as yet 
mention, has propofed to us to draw up a memo- 
rial in defence of the late General Count d’Alton, 
and has for that purpofe remitted to us papers ot 
the utmoft importance. Amongft other things 
we find in them many original letters, partly from 
your Excellency, partly from certain other perfons 
attached to interefts, which were not altogether — 
thofe of the fovereign, minifterial difpatches, re-- 
ports, &c. We will not conceal from you, Sir, 
that an able hand might make a terrible ufe of this 
collection, every piece of which bears an incon- 
teftable ftamp of authenticity. They may ferve, 
not only to juftify completely the Count d*Alton, 
but alfo to ruin feveral perfons in the public opi- 
nion, as well as in that of the King of Hungary, 

U . and 
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and to impeach more than one as refponfible for 
the actual lofs of the Belgic Provinces. 


“It is an eafy matter to conjecture, from the ac- 
counts which we poffefs, that you, my Lord, have 
been hurried on’by a junto whofe plans and object 
you were not aware of. This junto exifted be- 
fere you were appointed minifter, and the perfon 
who directed it, a man moft dexteroufly ambiti- 
ous, had formed a plan for laying hold of your 
Excellency on your arrival in the Netherlands: 
this was the moft difficult. part, he then eafily 
continued to direct you » the rock was perhaps 
unavoidable. Any other but aman bred up from 
_ his infancy to the great principles of adminifira- . 
tion, to thofe principles,of enlightened philofophy, 
which at. prefent direct the National. Affembly of 
France, would have fplit on this.rock ; and if the 
revolution had not been completed, your Excel- 
lency and the general of the army would have 
been facrificed ; fuch was the object. - Things 
having taken.-a different turn from what was ex- 
pected, it was not the intereft: of your attendants 
to commit yeu,.and it was thought eafier and 
thorter to facrifice General d’Alton. He died, 
but not foon enough for his enemies; for he had. 
time to prepave an avenger, and to deliver into 
his hands tome terrible initances of court intrigues: 
happily this man has applied to us for our fup- 
a port. 
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port. Your intereff, my Lord, requires that thts 


affair fhould be entirely quelled, and that at any 


PRICE the publication of the memoir, intrufted to us, 


faould be prevented ; but you will eafily underftand 
that this end is not to be obtained witHouT EX- 
‘PENCE. 


1. “Mr. d Alton’s friend muft be gained over, for 
he has employed every precaution to prevent. being 
taken unprepared, He has depofited an authen- 
tic copy of all his papers in Holland; he has an- 
other in his own hand; we have one alfo, and 
the originals are foon to be put in a place of 
fafety. But if we are fupported we can promife to 
gain him over to our views, and to terminate the bufi- 
ne/s to your Jatisfaction. 


2. “For giving up the advantages which we _ 
are fure to gain. by compofing and publifhing 
this memoir, we muft be handfomely indemni- 


fied. 


We own to you, however, that if we had ob- 
tained cur indemnification at a proper feafon, we 
thould have blufhed to puta price on this fervice , 
but the injury we have fuftained by this tacit re- 
fulal of your Excellency, is incalculable, and we 
are diftreffed. Confult with yourfelf, my Lord, 
and confult the other perfons not lefs interefted, 
that nothing fhouldtranfpire, and let us know im- 

mediately 
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‘mediately your intentions. But in’ fhe mean 
time, asthe diftance at which you are afunder - 
would leave too Jong an ‘interval bétween yout 
mutual anfwers, and that which we expect from © 
your Excellency, we ‘beg you will acknowledge 
the receipt of this letter by the return of the -poft, — 
and we promife you to fufpend the bufinefs until then. 
At allevents, if M. d’Alton’s friend cannot be 
brought to capitulate, we have other means of 
ferving your ‘Excellency, which ‘we will explam 
to you when neceflary. : 


+. Gigned). 
« LE BRUN."» 
& 

- tN TS. 
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